



















SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smokinj 
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease 
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy 


THIS AD CONTAINS 


11 mg. "tar", 09 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method 
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10 Toys Story EW rates this suminers ino\ie-related goodies. Next springs 
new Star U'ar.s installment gets a release date.,.A Utah video store snipped the naughty 
bits out of Titanic, what’ll it do to other films?,. Hot Sheet. .Flashes... Monitor. 
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Conan 0'Brlon 
photographed for EW by 
Richard McLaren on SepL 
2, 1993, In New York City 
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^ Entaria/mnent 
Weektyevery Thiirstlay 
night at 10 (ET) 


26 Johnny Come Lately FI ' 

pantS'less guests have helped a goofball host get his groove— 
a peek inside Conan O'Brien’s burgeoning late-night 
cult success. BY A J JACOBS 

36 5-Card Stud lilatt Damon w asn’t ■'.Matt Damon" 
when he started making the new gambling film Unanr/crs 
Then Good Will Hunting hit it big. Wanna bet how long hi? 
anonjTnity lasted? Rebecca ascher vvalsh 

46 Lone Star Tcatro, the 2 Mth album from countiy sum 
Willie Nelsfin, l? laid-back and intoxicating. Not unlike a t^^lical 
day < in this herbiiv cowln jy's louj* bus. ov jeff gordinier 

52 The X <& O Files wiiouin tinldberg. Rosa? 

□'Dunnell. and even Andy Dick ^how that it'i' hip to be square 
111 a l enu-arnutinn of that tick-tacky game show 
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since every seasonal movie preview brings 


a torrential downpour of letters, we battened down the 
hatches In preparation for the tldethat would come after our 
Fall Movie Preview (#446/447, Aug. 21/28) hit the stands. 
Strangely enough, aside from the odd letter chastising Gus 
Van Sant for his Psycho remake—“Any true fan of the film 


knows that this 're-creation' will do more to compromise the 
integrity of the original than any of its misguided sequels,” 
says George Patterson of Zanesville, Ohio—more readers 
took offense at Jim Farber's review of Korn’s Follow the 
teaderCD.“Kom does not fall into the heavy-metal genre. Nor 
do they appreciate being placed there,” theorizes Melissa 
CirilloofCincinnati. "I suggest theterm'pimp rock.’'’Nuff said. 


Preview to a Kill 

[ REALLY ENJOYED 


iim sure, to hundreds of 
people in tliis country who 


Forced Entrv 

THANK tOU SO MOfll FOR 


ride is uniting the double 
sUindmxl of the entertiiinment 
industiy, not challenging it. 
CARRIE PRUETT 

pntcitcQl'wlu.edii 

Lcxitigtou, V« 

Sperm Wail 

I V\'A8 .IIIST READ1 NI! i-;W 
and noticed your article 
“The Essence of Entertain¬ 
ment" (Video). Great .stuff! 
But I would like to make a 
clarification about the 
.speiTn-egg sequence for Look 
lV7?o!s Talking. The sperm 
and eggs are not computer 
animation, they are little 
puppets! In water! Really! 


your Fall Movie Preview 
issue. As always, you ai‘e 
the fii'st to have articles on 
the mo\ ies that I vv'ant to 
see, such a.s / Stid Know 
Wliut )ba Did Lost Summer, 
Riigrat.‘i, and Gus Van 
Sant's upcoming Psycho. 
Thanks for being on top 
of the entertainment 
industiy, as always. 

ROCCO COLELLA 
Franklin, Mass. 

I .AM USUALLY VERY 

happy to receive my copy of 
EW, but not thus week. In 
your iLsually excellent pre¬ 
view of the new fall movies 
1 found sev'eral quotes in 
j'our article on the movie 
Prarttcal Magic that upset 
me. The comment “Still, we 
are talking witchci-aft" and 
calling the chanicters played 
by Nicole Kidman and Sandni 
Bullock “twisted sisters" 
were offen.sive to me and, I 


Ente*tainhent Weeklt welcomes read¬ 
er mail Address letters to Ehtertain- 
utHT Weeklt, 1675 Broadway, New York, 
N.Y 10019 E-mail can be cent to let- 
ters^ew com All correspondence 
must include your name, address, and 
daytime telephone number Letters 
may be edited for clarity or length 

Subscription Probloms? 

Call 1-800-820-6882 


consider themselves witches. 
These comjnents and images 
help peipetuate stereotjqjes 
that are totally false and 
can be biu-mful to public 
perception of noninainstream 
religions. 

SHANNON KEYS 
Easley, S C. 

SHAME, SHAME, .SHAME. 

In issue #440, you entieized 
movie trailers for rev'eahng 
important plot points of up¬ 
coming movies. But in your 
Fall Movie Preview you 
ruined one of the surpiises 
of llVtoI Dreams May Come 
I've .seen the trailer (beauti¬ 
fully crafted, 1 might add), 
and it doesn’t revi^eal the fate 
of Annabella ScioiTa’s charac¬ 
ter. Why did you? 

MELANDA CRISS 
7’oro(ifo 

I RECE.N'TLY READ YOUR 
Fall Movie Preview, and I 
have only one thing to say: 
depressing. Is this the best 
that Hollj-vvood has to offer? 
Well, I guess it’s a good thing 
that there lu'e a lot of new 
releiLses coming out on video 
soon, because Pm going to 
need them. 

DELISE BENTO 
Assonti, Mass 


}/ot revealing anj' more Star 
IFar-v prequel secrets (News & 
Notes)! It was. however, veiw 
interesting to learn that no 
other m!i,ior movie is planned 
to open up iigainst it Memorial 
Day, 199E), They should, like, 
cancel li/e tliat weekend' 
EDDIE DUNCAN 
.-ilripcrlMki'nol co/it 
Phiiifi'im', .V 1" 

Sex Appall 

WHEN l/f/.WJCIDF LIFE 0 .\ 
the Sfivct fii-st hit the ainvaves 
it V on a loyal core of viewers, 
indufhng—unusual foi*a police 
.shovv—a lot of women A big 
rtuson for this wiu. that v\ e felt 
tliat the female ditiractei's, for a 
change, were treated a.s profes- 
.sjonals instead of sex objects. 
But in your Remote Patrol 
toliimji, executive pi’oducer 
Tom Fontan:i and actress 
Michael Michele ;u‘e tiding 
' despt‘r<itely to convince us that 
they’re doing something new 
1 and different by ti-eating 
, Michele’s new duuneter as— 

' novel idea—a sex object 
Font;ui:i ciui attempt what ever 
! vei’bid acrobatics he wants to, 

I but refeiTing to Mldieles cliai'- 
acLer ils :i foniier “be'auty- 
■ [.lagefinl contesUuil" and foam¬ 
ing on her apiKoinuice only 
underline the f.icl tNit Hom>- 


GARY PLATEK 

JEX FX 

San Rafael, Calif. 

corrections; Martin Scor¬ 
sese is producer o/The Hi-Lo 
Coimtiy, Larry Gnterman is 
not a director of Antz, and 
Natalie Poiiman is not a 
mice in The Prince of Egypt 
(Fall Mane Prevteiv). 
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Hall ‘Mary’ 

Did There’s Something 
Alioiti Mary deseive to 
bounce back at the box 
office? Post your ojiinion. 

News Watch 

Casting uprlates, reviews, 
and behind-the-scenes re¬ 
ports in EW Daily. 


NEXTWEEKINEW 


A look at the season to come 
in our Fall Music Preview. 
Plus reviews of 

♦ Of■ 'lyit I Th i i/g, wi th 

: Renee Zeliwegei* (Movies) 

, ♦ Stephen King's thnller 
Bag of Bonr.’i (Rooks) 

♦ The Comp/c/e Hank 
WtlliaiHH boxed set (Music) 

I Tile l-Iollj'wood Stock 
: Exduinge (Multimedia) 


SEPTEMBER la, 1900 



il'O voii' kvant to today? 
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All these partners' products 
work with VVIrulows 98 to 
put the multi in multimedia. 
Check them out. 



VoiceSofiif/orjs' PC Headsets 
Revolutionary microphone 
technology that enhances all 
speech applications. Including 
Internet telephony and speech 
recognition 


All-in-Wonder Pro is tho 
fastest all-ln one TV tuner^ 
video and graphics card 
fully enabling WebTV and 
Windows 98. 



} 




L&H Voice Xpress PIls \ 
easy-to-use speech recognition 
software tor Microsoft Word 
Dictate, format and edit 
documents continuously using 
natural /anguage fec/inotogy. 


Hauppauge/ 


WInTV Is the perfect TV 
tuner board for Windows 9S» 
allowing a resizable TV window 
on your desktop, and running 
WebTV for Windows. 
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jYe paying your 

isCon vSi^l© and oh yes, it's easy-but 





you pop some 


’aNIttle^stfessful. 

soothing tunes into the ol’ CD-ROiV! drive. 

Ahhhhh-the sweet sounds of digital 
audio. But wait! Iso t the big game on? 
Open up a video vyipciow, right there next 
to your bills, and ^it the play-by-play. 
The weekend is lo^ag good, thanks to 
the magic of Mic^oft Windo 


and our fabulous 


'J 
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media partners 


PHILIPS 


With USB Pfug & Play 
technology. Philips monitors 
und speakers are easy to install 
Now designed for your ultimate 
multimedia applications 


Samsung's color monitors 
provide superb visuals for 
multimedia programs. 
Advanced technology at its 
best is simply Samsung. 


www.mfcfOBoftcoin/wtndawaMy^|||||f|^||||0|||0 ^ 
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NEWSSTAND 


NEWSSTAND 


Sunday & Monday 
10/9PMcf 
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10/9PMct 
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10/9PMcf 


Introducing NewsStand. Ihc prime lime series th.it brings three gieal nug.i/ines 

to litc on CNN, Combining the dislinctivL’ style eiiui LonlciH ofTIMl^ l-'ORI L'Nl*. 
and ENTERTAINMENT VV'liEKl,V with the resouixes of CNN promises to deliver 
-Stories and features that make ;'oii think. Stories vou won’t find anywhere else. 

t i i 

Visit Newsstand and walk away knowing just a little bit more. 


NevvsStand 


The magazines you love, on the network you trust. 
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For ari'ljrnu tirpli:^ Ond p»j‘'¥l».'w rrtfof ht^d Ti; 













clrt'cls iintl luni<lrf{is of thou- 
saiuls of pieces,” iiiicl all 
I, 40 () K«Bs will coii- 

Linuc to stock iiunierous lizioxl 
l(jys until C'linstinas. 

Ky most accounts, Sony 
lucked out, esjiecially j^ven its 
lisky secrecy aini]iaign, a pkui 


Entertainment Weekia 
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I K^ul-n) 

ni<iii[li> ( 2 (i ['.sucM 


5 L^V Rj i je 1 i>tin "It V'.. i - 111f 

jjficult Vj market -i- In-rnv, 

"Sfhdn't pul A IfiT Mt pre^-ujv ufi 

^licensees, as \ have m i)ie 

s 

^ past/’ Says DisnL^y s ( |rm k 
ifdiamplin. “We {i*]\ h \\a^ 
a fUni tluil di' 
Lf rnf I 
bijiHi(|Ut-y\yji 

treitt merit 
And It 


Not every film spawned hit products this summer. And for the 
ones that did, some assembly was required, by Suna Chang 


Na,mi 


^ nifivf print! 




AT LEAST THERE WASN'T A S.-ir/,YG PRIVATIC 
Rijau Happy Meal or—yikes!—a There's 
Someth big Abou t Manj liair-gel line. Actually, 
Hollywood showed remaiitable restraint this 
summer when it came to motne merchandise, ptully because 
many of the big films, such as Rijaii, Marg, and The Truman 
Slioiv, were unsuited for massive tie-in campaigns. But even 
many of the more kid-friendlv flicks- 


Pasnit ni cncloMj 


j EVVA 9 Bn j 


' *lf SJ 1 i;\rr pra i \ 
t NTf ElAiN\1lM WiiKi', 


Li.i - i^n'ihipiv.r p[-n.'nIn jLh 

r. I ir cxpjru , j ,, 


Krnchstoin: “The rriDvie hit its 
target audience uf kids, scj no¬ 
body Is jumping out any win¬ 
ch nvs Grade B 
■ SMALL SOLDIERS Di'eam- 
Works deployed a Uilte-no-[.ins- 
unei's merchandisin^T ciunijmgn 
tVir its nflipr sinnniei' wai’ flick 
And no 
der' Toy nitiker 
Hiusbro heljied 
develop tlit^ filtn s 
characters Weeks 
ixToru Its July n[!en- 
ing, tibnni lib licensees 
launched an arsenal ol 
[iriidiKts—viiieoganie!: 
T-slint-, shp[iers, cw en 
high-eiid f'ollcctihlc 
iif'tirin tlg-,ij-pN priced 3 
■iL si "jJiliO (i])iece. ju 
T/i hea\v fnish 

,iT (ir^U , 


cniss-praniotion as its only 
theatrical tie-in of the sum- 
mer, hastily movcnl its Satnr- 
day-mtjming TV luh to prime 
time And to keep paj'cnts 
ha]i]n, ciistonieis biiy- 
^ ing Siifffll Sfil(Iters' 
^ , Kills Meals were oR 
|y L fered age-appropn- 

ate, non- N o / - 
■IHHImt. dirt's siLb.sti- 
tnte to vs. “We 
wrw alile lo modi- 
iy oin^ strategy m 
time/' say.^ Biirgei' 
King sjiokesfiei'^^nn 
Km I Miller, who 
s;iys tlial the sit- 
nation could havc^ 
L Jp W fBi been “far worsts" 
Stv DreamWorks 

Sm hadn't given the 

cham a month's 


nTJuaoiy i>LiL 

Mark McGwiro 

kno\v>, nobody 
cares atiout dou¬ 
bles. Grade; D+ 

■ MU LAN Given 
its recent nier- 
chamiising dis^ 
tippuintments— 
ininuited 


Dk Dolittle, Quest for 
Camelotf and Made hue —opted to go low-profile this yem* 

^^ith merchandising, Wliy? “Retailers 
have taken a step back 


says Marty 


toxu ji.iinif Ji ' 
doirie u ly w^M 
sa^K*IT^ AI 

L 

ibn^i “We | jbiri V 
s(Jl out/' A rai l 
chang!;. ^avs Si I 
ver. iJofu ihi 
(lav ^ W llfTl left 


won 


Bi'ochslein, executive editor of 
The Liceusnu/ Letter. ‘'The/!*e 
a little frightened of putting 
all their efforts behind I sum¬ 
mer] films because of some 
notable weaknesses in the 
past/' For insbince* kusi yem's 
Hercules was a disa])pnint- 
ment for Disney pulling in a 
re|)oiled 511K) milHon in mer¬ 
chandising sales—a huge dii 2 ^ 
from the SI billion.uaekiiiLujj 
by The Liott Kuig pi'oducts. 

Of coiu^e, tliat doesn't menji 


it was a loyless suinnien Sony, 
DreamWorks, ami Disney all 
]x?ggefl liill-scsile meix^Iiiindismg 
iissaults to their three higga^sL 
sure (or so tliey thought) 
tlihigs. Below, a Ir^nk at liow tfiB 
suinmeFs stuck stacked u[j, 

■ GODZILLA Oh, how the mighty 
have ..„survivefi. Much ha,-- al¬ 
ready been made of the big 
scaly line's failure to live iiji to 
its Infty hnv nffice e\])ectaLinns 
(though the movic^'s million 
domestic grn:^s v. rmld hardly 


every 
property sinee 
The Ltov Knig Hr 

has shi !\vn dimin- 
ishing returns— MliTjfiMl 
Disntyv cnidtln't 
be faulted for 
f]ownjjIa\ing Mn- 
t(tr\ canifiaign Sure, the film 
had all the luijui.^ite tie-ins faje 
[uii'el, Mattel dolls, fast fnixi), 
but on A miiL'li smaller si^alc 
“Tliey Inal a lot of doubts on 
liow to [losjtion thi^ movie/' 


cuLssify It as a Hop). Rut sui'jins- 
ir\]r\\\ Godzdhi toys raked in the 
gi'een. It has outsold our cx- 
pecUitions/' says Tom Alfotisi. 
^onioi* vice president of K-B 

Toys, \s'hu rmles that (hKhdIu 

was its biggest sununcr pnijj^ j - 
ly. Alfori>i declines to it*\« 
specific figures, but [jiHois .,,ji 
that the clnun ]ias sulf] ' hiin 


aru i ftimt eOfO'V 
of A'JTf iJottrt U>ys cloggeif 
u|.^ slielvi^s. Says Hjochsuan. 
“Tliey have met tile iltonaiid 
Sn itV gtjod/' (irade A- ■ 
( Add it i o tfo I iinort^fffj h 


here has been a great ifistiirbance in the Force. Okay, .rA i 
maybe a slightly larger-tban-average dlsturhance. ■ 

Last month, Jedi overlord nr 4 < r.v; (right) qoletly ^ 

announcol, via his website, that the oinctal release date “ 

For Star Wars: Episode I would be May 21,1909. No surprise there—for some 
months now, Hollywood has been working under the assumption that the prequel would tand 
somewhere around the Memorial Day weekend. ^ IntrigidngtK bKas also added that the 

possible release," but rather would 
records," said Lucas. Tm 
Ibr eueiyone vdio comes 


t weekend. Now, says a Twentieth 
the Star ffarsimlease last 
-the-art screening and sound 


openii^ “HowBmfted is 
iations. "It wi break records 
h supply,”—flanfelAnrnau 


wimrn 


SHELF LIFE TIo-ln products for 
GodzSta, SmaJI Soldiers, Mulan 


THE LOST TOYS Eddie 
Murphy's Daiitlle (top), 
Hatty Jones in MadcHoe 

























































,CO^ 

o'i<^^ 



BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST-Cl-ASS M AIL PERMIT NO. 22 1 AMt A 1 L 


NO POST \(;e 
NICKSS aR\ 

IF M AILED 
IN TUF 

I MTED ST ATES 


l>O.STA(.I' Ull.I.ni PAID HA MinilKSSI 1- 


Not every film spawr 
ones that did, some i 


Entertainment 

PO BOX 61890 
TAMPA FL 33661-1890 



AT 
RlJ 
So) 

Ho 

summer AA’hen it ca 
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rriiiny of the big filma, such as Rijan, Mem/, tind The T'unian 
Shon\ were unsuited for massiv^e tie-in campaigns. But eA^en 
many of the more Idd-friendly flicks—£>r. Dolittlc, Quest for 
Canielot, and Madeline —opted to go low-profile tliis yeai* 

with merchandising. Why? “Retailers 
have taken a step back/' says Mai’ty 
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Brodistein, executive editfjr t>f 
The Ltcen.^iiiff I^ifer “They're 
a little frightened of putting 
all their efforts behind [sum¬ 
mer] films because of some 
notable AA'eaknesses in the 
past.” For instance, la.sL yeai'N 
Herculetf was a disajipoint- 
ment for Disney, pulling in a 
rejioiled SlOd million in mer¬ 
chandising sales—a Inige din 
from the .?1 billion jxickjidjjj) 
by The Lion Ahproducts 
Of coiuve. tlial doesn’t mean 


it AviLs a toyless sununer. Sony, 
DreamWorks, and Disney all 
lieggofi ftill-s«Ue nieiA;h*md:.sing 
iLssault.s to Uieir ihive Inggest 
.sure (or so they thou gill) 
tilings, EjoIom , a it lok at how tlus 
summers stock sUu’ked up 
■ GODZILLA Oh, Ikjav tlie mighty 
ha\ e . siin'ived. Mucli lias al¬ 
ready been made of the big 
scaly one’s failure to live up to 
its Infi V hfi\ iiffice expeclatifin.-' 
(though the niDMcV .'s):)!; million 
domestic gros-- wicild Ihirdly 


SHELF LIFE Tie-in products for 
GodziHa, Sm^ Soldiers, Hlfulan 


das.sify it fLs a flop) But suipils- 
inglv, (loilzifhi tdv.s raided pi the 
green, “It lias oiitsolfl uur ex¬ 
pectations.” says Ttjin Alfonsi. 
.-enior vice ))resulent of K-!-! 
Toys, whe jjdU-s that (ituh-Hn 
u.Ls its biggest sumnu'i' jtiMpiT 
ty Alfonsi dc-clines tn k al 
spt cific figiin.'s, lull [Jiiii'i - .,,i, 
that the <'hairi iias sniil ‘ liini 


tlreds and Inindreiis of thou* 
sands of piece.s," and that all 
l,4()b K«Bs nationwide will con¬ 
tinue to stock luiinei'oiis lizmil 
loy.s until CluistnitLs. 

By most aecoiint.s, Sony 
lucked out, esjieciall.v given its 
nsky' secrecy' campaign, a plan 
that backfired by keeiung 
Goilzilid iirodiict.s off shelves 
until after tlie film's release. 
That strategy “him Siiles,” says 
.Alfonsi. “Anytime you don't 
give tlie customer a diaiice to 
buy' [early], y ou don't give him 
a chance to come back." Still, 
foiirdifl’erent Goilzilta products 
rankefl among tlie coiiiitry .s to]j 
1.0 besL-.seliing new toys for 
.June, according to niaiiiet re- 
searcli Hrm NPD Grou]). And 
.Jim Silver, execiiUve editor of 
tile tiride. jouniid The Tot/ Book, 
jiredicts Gixlzillo pniducts will 
bring m an estimated $80 mil¬ 
lion to l?!l() million lietu een now 
and Ciuistmas I'iiHt-food p;ut- 
ner Taco Bell, winch spent 
about S2() million marketing its 
Godzilla promotion, also fared 
w ell, thanks liu'gely to an imagi¬ 
native ad cam]xiign featunng a 
small miunmal (“Here, leezaiil, 
leezarfl. leezani’'). Sums tijt 
Broclisteiir "The movie hit iis 
target auiheme of kids, so no¬ 
body IS jumping out any w in- 
dcwvs." Giade; B 
■ SMALL SOLDIERS Dream¬ 
Works deploy'ed a l;i]<c*-no-]jns- 
oner'^ nierdiandising caiiipai.gn 
for Its oihri summer war flick 
And no won¬ 
der Toy malcer 
Hasliro heljietl 
de\ L'lop the film’s 
(hanicters. Weeks 
IxTuiX" Us .July iipen- 
ing. about (i(J I ice II-CCS 
lauiiclied an arsenal of 

pi'iiducts—vitleogames 

T-shiii s, >li| i)icrs. even 

tiieli riid I'olleclildt' 
u' nms figures [iiited 
,il 'I' nilil aplert'. 

I (n i |((lsh 








^ (tistiirbaiico in the Force. Okay, JP « 

mAybe a slightly larger-than-average dlstintance. 

Last month, JedI overlord ‘i ji L' > > (right) quietly 
announced, via his website, that the oincial release date 
' ' for 5l3r ifarst Episode I wouid be May 21,1999. Ho surprise there—for some 

n I A n months now, Hollywood has been working under the assuinp^ that the prngiri would land 

^ I 11II somewhere around the Memmial Day weekend. But intrigulngiy, Luc^ also added Ihdihe 

V I n 11 heavily anticipated film would not have the “widest possible release,” but rather would 

m open only in “quality" theaters. “I'm not trying to break any records,” said Lucas. Tm 

MeiwsN in qua% presentation, aid a posithm group eaqierience for everyone who coines 
^ , to see this film.” That/5a 5iiii»ise,giveii the escalating release patterns for event fibns of 

|| || Iate.lnfact,GOriveiitiaiialmsdamwauldatggestthatlhepreiiiielwasachichtoopenlnat 

u ij tu L :T 1 1 b Iiast a Soddlfy-^ 3,700 theaters. Analysts were also expecting Episode I to become the 

first film to break the magical $100 mlUiDn mark mils first wedeendL Now; says a TwentMh 
Century Fox source, expect a tirore modest debut, akin to the 2,104 theaters that ran the 5£sr N^rerdease last 
winter. That would allow Lucas to open the fibn only in houses equipped with stale-oT-Oie-art screetrhig and sound 
systems. Lucas “was talking about theater quafity,” says Tom Sherdr, chauman oTftrx's Domestic Film Group. “Wfe’R 
be looking to play the best of the best” Of cout'se, 2,DOO-pIus theaters is no art-luuse operrbtg. “How Gnttted is 
firn'iled?" adis Paul Deigarabediait, president of the box office tractungfirTn Exlublbir Rdafions. “It w9 break records 
no matter what, because tbey’ll fill every seat The demand for this film will fir outweigh supply.”—AanisJ ftennsi 
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‘Tor a L}iin?e-week periixir 
Silver. w let¬ 

ter than Gofht/fn ever 

But then came a ci itieal 
blow. Because of excessive 
violence, tlie MPAA i^lapped a 
PG-13 ratintr on the film. With 
younger kids unable to j^et 
into Llicatej's. toy salo'^ suf¬ 
fered- Burper Klnp. which had 
planned a rc]jnrled millinn 
ci'oss-jjroniotion its unly 

theatrical tie-ni of the -'Urn- 
niei; hastily inoveil its Satur- 
elay-morninp TV ads to ].irinie 
time, Anri to ket?]) p;u'ent< 
iajip\. instomers Iniy- 
iiip S}fi(it! No/f/frr^' 
Kids AIe*ils wei'L^ uf- 
fereil ape-a[ii)i’oi)ri- 
ate. nnn- Sa / - 
tl I e ^ u b t i 
tiite toys “'W^e 
weiv al:jle ti> nifnlr 
t'y eui- stnuepy in 
time," -ays Burper 
Kinp ^[lokespersiai 
Kim iMillei; \^hn 
says llial llie sit- 
iJclUnii lOLild tia\ e 
lieen “Tar war^^i " 
if DreamWiii'k^ 
hadiTl piven iht 
\ cliam a month 





head suirt to refigure it'^ imi- 
motion. And by the time mede 
ocre re\’iGws and wecii^ box of¬ 
fice took their tfdl, Soldars 
sale^ Iiad faded away. "Was it 
a home iim?" iisks Bnul filobe, 
Dream Wo r ks' 
head of cunsumer 
jjnxlucts. "Proba- 
bl\ not But wa^ 

It a solid double'^ 

Probably ” Rut ii< 

Mark McGwire 
knows, nobodv 
cares about ikm- 
bk'S f I Hide; D+ 

■ MU LAN fiivLMi 
it> 1 ‘ecent nier- 
cliandhinp dis¬ 
appointments— 
evurv animated 
[iroperLy since 
Tlf( L^oit fO fftj 
1kl< slitiwn dimni- 
j^'limp I'etunv— 

Di ^noy roil It! nT 
lie faulted for 
dtj\nil)la>inp Mu- 

campaign. Sin-te ifit^ film 
liad all ihe ref[msiLe rioms Oip- 
pare I, II at tel rioll^,. fast fiioih, 
lull on a much smaller scale 
"Tin \ liad a Ini oC doiiht> mi 
llfi\^ In | Mj>ir injl I hi"” movji 


,iC' 





THE LOST TOYS Eddie 
Murphy's Dolittte (top), 
Hatty Jones in Madeline 


?'ays BrochsioiJi ‘Tr u a- ihi 

fieiih lo market, -m Di'-im \ 
flidn't [iuT a Ini fjf pi 'nu 
Ijcensee^, a> thev ha^^^ m 
])ast ' Disium - ( loe k 

Charnidin "W'v fidi o 

r a fihrf t liar di-' 
SolWi 1 ITlnri “ s fl H i 
l'ijuijt|iH’ 1 > po ' f 
treat irir Ill 

And !■ A 111’!.I t [ 
i -A\ e for a miri' r 
gliti h a n^i all ni 

^ "'t venil T)tiiii-.:Lnil 

.1/ ft I rl it I I a C 

packs, fiLiih 

Pyraund A' i < 
snriL"^. dm 
tli\jr [GiiMi ' h 

dtunp V er. ' f« 
>ays A' 

flJTl-'l. I 'Lt[i 1 ' ' 

-'ell liid A iiH I 
fliane^-, -a;, - ’-■I 

Vl-r, ifnfli Ml'^ 

da \ > w hi at lol l 
' I \ e r //<■ /■' ■ i' f # s 
and ifutfrhhiii l: 


tif iJilfiiT IliVS rlogpod 

Up slndve.- Sav-s Broc h-'Toin 
"Thev h.ivo mt'T tins diuuanii. 

Ufa 

So u's gooil." Grade: A- ■ 
f Ad (i f t f tm (t I rtifiirfiii/ h if 
Sif irhi'.f inf/ 


M I N f 


f f j 1 t it i /\ i 


Ttl f I " f > 









































j i m m u M e n’s 




HOT^eet 

(Vhat IN cmintr^ 


1 Mark McGwire He's smashing all idncls of baseball 
i-eeonls. Most intenaews given, most inane questions 
answered, and most bice])s sliowii at a press conferenee 

2 Rounders Matt Damon is fnrcfd to play high-slakes 
]ioker. Just like me! 

5 Season premieres The networks are roiling out all 
the new shows they believe in. So they c;m replace them 
in two weeks v\ith shows they don't, 

4 Madonna She says a high-nse YMCA residential tower 
to be biult neai' her Nett York a]iiiilnient will be bad for her 
cMd. Because Mommy'll be too busy malaiig new friends. 



^ 5 ^Seinfeld ChaUang 
up .'?225 million, lie is tliis 
years liighest-paid enter- 
tiuner Tlie lowest jiaid 
was Monica Lewinsltj'. 

6 The Emmys Tlie 
awai'ds given for tliu lie'll 
work in television. How 
do they stiftch tlial into 
a four-hom* sliott V 

7 Stock market Uji, 
dottm, up, down It’s lilte 
your money is jogging on 
Baunafcli. 


8 Northwest Airlines strike North Dakota Ls without 
major air sertnce. Tens of tourists iini siiunded. 

9 Marv Aibert Tlie kinkj sjiortscaster goe.s back to wor k. 
He’ll be the one liandculTecl to the black leather miavijihone. 

10 Morning-after pill kit MTiat we need is a “morning 
bc-fore” [lill. To smiu-ien you uj) about unprotected sex. 

11 Mr Toad’s Wild Ride Some didn’t want Disney Worlil 
to i-eplace the2/-yeai-old attraction. MjunJy e.xecutives fitiin 
other theme pai'ks 

12 Nut-free zones Aii'line.s can’t pass tjut jieimuLs ne;u' 
picisenger^ who ai*e allergic. Can they still fly to Geoi-gia? 

13 Russia The price of sugar went up thix‘e times in 
Jilo-scow w liile a man wiuted m line to buy it. Tliere it’s called 
inflation, here it’s called a pnee check. 

It Schwarzenegger He's suing the GVoV for 

million. If he vims, they 11 ne\ er bo able to alTorfi a fact- 
checking dep;ulment. 

many freshmen hav e annved that some 
>^chnoLs iiit: houj^ing thtim in hutelii. How miiny uin 

say they were i-ushed by (Quality I nn? 







DICAPRIO AND WINSLET IN ONE OF TITAWCS OBJECTIONABLE SCENES 


Snip Shape 


T HHIK hi- AIM'S tt ll.L lai 
on and on...except in 
Utah. After the Tdtnnr 
rifleo w ent on sale Sept. 
I. Sunnse Pimiily \'iden 
in .‘\nienL-;m Fork, Utah, begmi 
offering a unique seiA lee For 
So Sunrise owners Don and 
Carol Bie.Miiger will edit out the 
•icene in tt luch Kate Winslet pos¬ 
es nude for Leonardo DiCaprIo, 
a.s well as the lu\e scene m the 
back of a c;u' .So f;u; almost 2,00(1 
tape> have been broiiglit in for 
clqiping 'We would be very 
liapiiy if I Paramount] would 
mLike iurliiie versions available 
to tlie public.’' .-^avs C;u'ol “We’d 
be happily out of a job. ' Uiider- 
'lanfiablj. Paramount i.-n’t hat-i- 
[ly “.Some consumers iii-c* of- 
fcTided by fin.itagc* they feel is 
in.ipjiroimale It does noi give 
them iIk* right to fruelv edit,’’ 
says a spokesunman, who adds 
tliat the studio is lool-ung into Iw 
gal actiMii. Piesponds Carol: "If 
the\ can prove tlial what tt e’i e 
doing IS wrong ui- illegal, thi-n 
wt-'ll ijiiii." 

In ihe nie.'mtinie, F\\' ol'Jei's 
a ])eek at how some other popu¬ 
lar films might have looked if 


they had been eiiited in Utah: 

■ THE FULL MONTY Real plot: 
Unemployed steelworkers 
tnipped in a gnm existence put 
on a stnp slio\v to recUum theii’ 
dignity. Utah version: Unem¬ 
ployed steelworkei's lU'e trap}xxl 
m a gnm exLstence. 

■ WULAN Real plot: A Chine.se 
girl dre.sses as a male warrior 
and saves China, Utah vorslon: 
A Cliinese man saves Cliina. 

■ BOOGIE NIGHTS Real plot A 
pliysicaily gnfted busboy finds 
fame and fortune in the ttorld of 
porn films. Utah vorsion: A 
Lhree-ininutc 'TO.s-music video. 

■ THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT 
MARY Real plot Ben Stiller suf¬ 
fers a zijijier injury on prom 
night, he later liecomes self- 
inviilved. Utah version; (’ium i-on 
Diaz can’t imdei'^tand why siie’s 
stood u[i on prim night; slie re- 
siirt.s to siiixr^trong haii gel. 

■ WHY DO FOOLS FALL IN LOVE 
Real plot: The real-hfe story 
aliom a man ivlio Imcl three 
tt n es at the saiiie lime. Utah 
version: The leal-life story 
about a Ulan who had t hree 
wives tit the .■'aine time — -lioi'c 

Kfi lyri fi tid Mfi ,iu i-i 


things that make you go hmmm 


REMEMBER THE JAN. 19 episode of Ally ItfcBeal? It's the one in 
which Calista Rockhart takes on a wrongful-deatli case mvolving 
an airliner that blows up mid-fliglit because of a fuel-tank mal¬ 
function. (She even dreams she’s on a smoke-filled plane.) The fliglit number? 
Flight 111—same as the Swissalrjet that crashed off the coast of Hova Scotia. 



>> Daily news and more Mullen at www.cw 
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Get away 
for the weekend 
and get away 
with more. 


Special Rates^ 

Free Breakfast.* Great Prizes! 


There are always lots of great 
reasons to get away for a fall weekend, 
and now Holiday Inn" hotels are adding 


even more: free breakfast, special 


Fall Weekender rates, and a 


chance to win exciting trips and 
other great prizes! So slay at 
Holiday Inn between September 17 
and November 15,1998 and get 
away with more. 


WEEKENDER 


www.holIday-IrTn.com 




stay, Play, 
and Win with 


fjf)0[).M0it\iXf ; 

aincrica 


Use your American Express' Card to pay for your stay arxl you could 
win one of thousands of prizes, including llie ultimate Weekender trip 
to New York City along with a breakfast visit to the | 
set of Good Morning Anierica. And don't forget, watch 
Good /WofTTirg America on ABC to see if you are a winner! -TT^ , 

Caiid.s 


Call 1,8004I0UDAY and ask for our Fall Weekender Rates at over 1,000 participating ti.S. hotels. 
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ALI (IN ’64), THEN CASSIUS CLAY 


FLASHES 


special edition 


THE SPORTS PAGE 


TOUCHING DOWN Are 

you ready for some football? 
Hollywood certainly is. All 
of a sudden it seems that 
every studio in town is look- 
in jr to hit the j^diron. 
George Clooney recently 
agreed to quarterback 
U ni versal’s Leatlierh mds, 
a 1920s pigskin drama to be 
hcdmed by his Out of Sight 
director, 


Steven Soderbergh. Warner 
Bros, is hoping to score with 
Oliver Stone's upcoming The 
League, which boast.s a start¬ 
ing lineup of Al Pacino, Den¬ 
nis Quald, and Cameron Diaz 
(reportedly. Sean “Puffy” 
Combs will be featured in the 
cast as well). Coming in '99 is 
Pru“amounl’s Varsitg lHues, 
stan-ing James Van Der Book 
{Dau'sou’s Creek) as a 
iecond-string quarterback 
facing tough coach Jon 
Volght, And just :u*ouncl 
the comer in Novem¬ 
ber 1 .S Touchstones 
The Waierboif, sUir- 
ling Adam Sandler as 
a shliib-tumed-footbidl 
.stud and Henry Winkler 
a,s his would-be Lom¬ 
bardi. Of course, Holly¬ 


wood has run this route 
before: Think North Dallas 
F'ortif and Sewi-Tough. 

So why the not-so-instiint 
replay? Simple, says Blues 
dll ‘ecitor Brian Robbins, who 
points out that every gener¬ 
ation or .so, filmmakei’.s fall 
under the spell of the 100- 
yard field of dreams. “A lot 
of people in the enter¬ 
tainment biisine.=;s are 
filtstrated athletes,” says 
Robbins. “We’re getting 
to live out our fantasies.” 

—Joe Neuwatcr 

GETTING PUNCHY Of 

course, the only thing hotter 
than football movies in Hol- 
Ij’woorl right now is boxing 
pi'ojeet.-;. The Meu lu Black- 
Wild Wild lW>t( combo of Will 
Smith and director Barry 
Sonnonfeld have been 
attaclied to Ah, wliich will 
chronicle the rise, fall, and 
rise of the Greatest. Mean¬ 
while, Ving Rhames, who 
turned in a stellar perfor¬ 
mance as flamboyant fight 
impresario Don King for HBO 
last year, i.s in training to 
star in Paramount's biopic of 
former heavj^veight chanifi 
Sonny Liston. There's also 
Universal's Lazarus and the 
Hiirrienue, which will star 
Denzoi Washington as contro¬ 
versially impri.soned funner 
middleweight champion 
Rubin “Hurricano” Carter 
(shooting begins m Novem¬ 
ber). And Jon Favreau 


< random quote 


“People say it’s not a sport 
unless you sweat. But when I sit 
down to a game of poker, I’m sweat 
ing bullets. I get a full workout.” 


(Siriiir/f rs) will dimb into 
the ring as Rocky Marciano 
for Showtime. What is it 
about the sw’eet science 
that’s attracting the 
celebrity set? “It gets man 
at his most jirimal stage," 
theorizes Rhanie.s, “It deals 
with the core of mankind." 
So when are we going to see 
the Bill Clinton-Konneth 
Starr grudge-match fea¬ 
ture? — Will Lee 


casting call 


The ghosts of history. Long- 
rango bombs. A tenso count¬ 
down. They sound Dke elements 
of a tmit military thriller— 
maybo something sot in tho 
Middle East and starring Gono 
Hackmanp— but they’re actually 
the key components of this 
summer’s riveting baseball 
season. For months, Mark 
McGwire and Sammy Sosa’s 
historic assault on Roger Marls' 
record for most home runs In a 
season has galvanized tho 
attention of sports fans around 
the country. But would It play In 
tho multiplex? Perhaps, 
especially with these stars cast 
to fill out tho roster: 


HARK HcCiWIRE riMOlHV BUSFKLD 


4 % 


SAMMY SOSA CARRETT MORRIS 








CifllFFEr JR* I TODD BRIDGES 


— tVORKlHC STAR FRED SAVAGE AT THE ROUftOERS 
PREMIERE, ON WHY POKER IS A COMPETITIVE SPORT 
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actor claims the plece^ about 
his elective heart surgery In 
1997, portrays him as “a 
gaunt shadow of the bulging- 
muscled Mr. Universe he used 
to be" and also quotes a 
physician Schwarzenegger 
says he has never met- “We 
stand by our story," says 
Globe editor Tony Frost, “and 
we Intend to vigorously fight 
this frivolous lawsuiL" 


^• A SPLITS Supermodel 
Claudia Schlffer, 27, and 
the Fashion Caf^, in 1995, 
Schiffer opened the theme 
eatery with fellow catwalk- 
ers Elle Macpherson, Naomi 
Campbell, and Christy 
Turlington, but the caf6s (in 
New York and London) are 
now reportedly losing money. 
Last year, Turlington also 
puiled out of the venture. 
“The association was an 
exciting one," said a 
spokeswoman for Schiffer. 
But “old problems,,.persisted 
and made her continuation 
impossible." 


didn’t bother to go to the hos 
pital until Sunday. I feel per¬ 
fectly fine." 


DEATHS Director Akira 
Kurosawa, 80. of a stroke, 
SepL 6, In Tokyo (see Legacy on 
page 10)„.. Writer Allen Drury, 
60, of cardiac arrest, SepL 2, In 
San Francisco- A former re¬ 
porter In the Washington bu¬ 
reau of The New York Times, 
Drury turned his insider 
knowledge of the nation’s capi¬ 
tal Into the Pulitzer Prize-win¬ 
ning 1959 novel 4dWse and Con¬ 
sent, which was made into a 
Broadway play as well as the 
1962 movie starring Henry Fon¬ 
da— Actor Wade Dominguez, 

32, of respiratory failure, Aug- 
26, In LA. Dominguez’s break¬ 
out role was opposite Michelle 
Pfeiffer Jn 1995’5 Don^erous 
Minds, In which he played a 
troubled studenL He also ap¬ 
pears In theyet-to-be-rcleased 
fle^sonable Doubt v;\lh Melanie 
Griffith- —Trfcia Laine 


RECOVERING Writer 
kttii John Berendt, 50, from a 
heart attack, Aug- 28, during a 
business trip to Savannah. 
Berendt, whose Midnight in 
the Garden of Good and Evlt 
has been on the New York 
Times best-seller list for 216 
weeks, was admitted to Sa¬ 
vannah’s Memorial Medical 
Center on Aug. 30 and re¬ 
leased four days later, “it was 
an extremely mild heart at¬ 
tack," says Berendt, now back 
at his home In New York City. 

“I had pains on Friday and 


LAWSUITS Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, 51, Hied 
a S50 million libel suit against 
the Globe, SepL 2, in L.A-, 
claiming that the tabloid’s 
Aug, 4 story “Arnie’s Got a 
Ticking Time Bomb In His 
Chest" Is false and damaging 
to his action-hero Image. Ac¬ 
cording to court papers, the 
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Kinko’S. all the brightening power you need. 
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The new way to office. 
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LEGACY 


__Akira Kurosawa spoke in the universal language of 

cinema—and for 55years, everyone listened. 


V HIS COUNT, Japanese: director 
AkuTi Kui'ostiwii had lived 30 lives in ad¬ 
dition to the one that ended at age 88 in 
Tokyo on Sept. G after a stroke. As he 
wrote in his 1982 memoir Soniethhig 
Like an Autolnogmphi/, “For a director, 
each work he completes is like a whole 
lifetime.” In his most \ital inciumations, 



born in Tokyo on March 23. 


Kurosawa proved himself a 
master stoi-jleller and tech¬ 
nical virtuoso, among the 
handful of undisputed gemas- 
es in the histoiy of film and 
an influence on generations 
of movies from spaghetti 
Western'^ to Star UV(r.s. 

A descendant of samurai 
and .son of a militaiw-.^chool 

a 

instructor, Kurosawa was 


1910, the youngest of seven 
siblings. Ailer high school, he 
di-ifted, fluting witli commer¬ 
cial ait and painting until, in 
1935, the nascent phant of cin¬ 
ema landed his first movie 
job by writing an essay on 
“the furdamental deficiencies 


of .Japanese films ” 

His direcLona! dehut was 


by Troy Patterson 

1943's Sanahiro Sngafa, a 
judo adventure that became 
a hit. In the course of his 
next nine films, Kurosawa 
met wife Yoko Yaguchi (an 
actress in 1944’s 77/c Motif 
BeantifnI), discovered long¬ 
time star Toshiro Mifune (in 
1948s Drunken Angel), and 
revolutionized film with 
Ra.slifiinon, whose title is 
now shorthand for the sub¬ 
jectivity oftruth. 

While RtinJtonion won 
I raves in the West, including 
the 1051 Oscar for Best For¬ 
eign Film, in postwar .Japan i 
it earned dubious honor— 
throughout his ctircer Kiirn- , 
.sawa was hoth liunizeil and 
shunned for drawing on ' 
' VVeslern artists lus di\ erst* as 


Jolin Ford, Dostoyevsky, and 
Van Gogh. In turn, he in¬ 
spired such filmmakers as 
Sergio Leone, Francis Ford 
Coppola, Martin Scorsese, 
and George Lucas. The be¬ 
leaguered princess and bum¬ 
bling duo of 1958's 77/e Hid¬ 
den Fnrlrcsti provided the 
template for Princess Leia 
and hei' loyal droids. 

A glorious nin of films in 
the 1950s imd early 'OOs sug¬ 
gested that Kurosawa was 
the riu’e movie perfectionist 
able to acliieve perfection; 
but he stumbled after l‘J65’s 
Red Beard, w'hen Mifune, 
weajy of Kurosaw'a's obsti¬ 
nacy, ijuit working for him. 
The director retiounded in 
1975 with Demn Uzala, a 
dreamy Russian-made med¬ 
itation that won another Os¬ 
car and presaged 1985's 
Ran, his last maslei'piece, 
“He was one of the true 
masters of the an,’’ George 
Lucas said Iasi wec‘k. “The 
world has lo^t a rich t r(‘a- 
sure.” { Adddionaf it f ifij 
hi/Jalm \hlafffl} 


SiEPTEMBtn ia. 199a 


A MAGNIFICENT SE VEN 

U nsparing and vivid, humane and elegant, Akira 
Kurosawa's films are hard to overpraise and 
more difficult to choose among. Moving from 
strength to strength, he made 30 indelible 
films. These may be the best. —Michael Sauter 

tar invested his genre oul- 


■ RASHOMON (IdaO, iVe/e 
Line) Kurosawa’s firat great 
film put Japan on the map of 
world cinema, A 12th-centu- 
ly bandit (Toshiro MLfime) is 
accused of rape and miuxler. 
But what really happened? 
Four versions of the story 
emerge in mesmeiizing flash- 
backs, mulled by three 
strangers waiting out a tor¬ 
rential htonn As each flash¬ 
back uncovers a disturbing 
new angle of evil, the unre¬ 
lenting rain seems to poitend 
a flood of biblical ]aro- 
portions. A profound 
film that percolates 
like a potboiler. 

■ IKIRU Home 
Vision) Kurosawa's 
conteniporaiy di'amirs 
were keenly observed 
.slices of postwar .Tai)- 
anese life. The gi’eat- 
est of them is Iktrn, 
aboiu a civil servant 
{Takashi Shimura) 
who, after learning 
that he 

tries lo make some¬ 
thing of his final days, 

Tliere i.s feiu* anti pain 
and loneliness here, 
but as this Eveiyman 
helps to build a play¬ 
ground in a slum, he 
finds his closure. Hi.s 
faile-oul scene, sitting 
on a suing, .singing to 
himself, is proof that 
you can go gentle into 
that good night. 

■ THE SEVEN 
SAMURAI 
Honn' \’iKioii) As 
Jnlin Ford did wilIi 

W I'sieriis 


ings with ginindeur and emir 
lional depth. The Srmi 
Samnrot is arguably hi.s 
maslei"]nece. a tale of profes¬ 
sional waniors who liire on 
to ]3rotect ijoor fanners from 
marauding brigands, After 
two liours building suspense 
and character, Kurosawa de- 
livera an hour-long siege and 
rain-drenched final battle. 
The climax has a bit of the 
(JK Corral in it—but Holly¬ 
wood would later borrow’ 


I b.ick the llierni- for 7V/< Mag- 
I niflrent Srri n. 

■ THRONE OF BLOOD 

; fVfn7, Home \ 'isiunf .Shake- 
! ^peiu'e's Mnein III, ailapted lo 
^ medieval Japan. Mifune i,- 
the fatally .imbiliuii-'. liei'o, a 
Ini.'^ted general wdio listen.-, 
to Ins scheming wife fisuzu 
Yainada) and agi’ees to tnur- 
fler his lord. A.-: in most 
Kurosawa liliiL^. nature plays 
a major role, from the death¬ 
ly mists that descend ujioii 
the fields of battle to the 
shadowy’ forest that seems to 
swnllow men whole. 

■ YO JIM BO (I mil. Video 
Yetifenieay) Mifune gets icon¬ 
ic as a lone samurai u ho 
rents himself out to both 
side.s of an outlaw gang wim 
He brantlislies hi.s sw ord 

1 with danceiiy jiredsion; still. 


hi^ reseinhles nothing so 

much as a H'dl'. wnod gun¬ 
slinger. Small w under ( hat 
Sergio I.e'ine would later rt- 
make )o/ind)i‘ .Is A 
/ hillei rs', 

■ KAGEMUSHA ' /'w<, > 

An autumnal loa-^tiTw.irk 
about a ciaronnii tliirl < Tal 
suya .Vakailai) rc* run nil u> 
seiwe it.' the dniihli 

for ;i feared warlord A- lit- 
fakes his w:tv througli ilu' 
role, fiite uumns iht- inipipslDr 
toward hi.s own tnigic end, 
Kuro.'itwa fills (lie 'i.reni 
with unforgettidde images, a 
ile'jjerafe nie'S^ngi-i di - 
scendiiig endli-ss 'tair- ;i 
hoT'e ilying horriblv <>n a 
' mudilv field; the fallen “liero" 

' fioaling lifek.'.'ly ilriwnnver, 

I a faceless I'a.'ualty in 'ome- 
one else’s war Kuinsawa’' 
camera \ lew s u ail 
from iL godlike di.s- 
tance,the better to 
see Llie full sco]ie of 
human folly. 

■ RAN (i.O.s.T, Foe 
Lorher) Though this 
wjisiTt Klirosjiu a s 
la.sl film, it was his 
gnind finale, a Ring 
L/or adapiiiLinn set in 
leutlal Japan tliat id- 
low'ed tile diret lor to 
refine lii.s tllmniaking'’ 
into ()un‘, awe.some 
.sjiectacle. As the 
three .'Oiis ofiin apng 
warlord (Xak;idai) 
fight for ounirol id 
their fathers tlonriin, 
Kurosawa films ilu 
conflici in a .st.mies of 
.stunning set pieces; 
(.’olor-ixxied lUTiiies do 
battle on a verdant 
meadow; the sieg(> of 
the w'aiiord’s sanctu- 
luy plays like a silent 
film, projielletl by .i 
moLirnful musical 
store. It is till Glym- 
pian pageantjy, all 
piercingly huiruin. ■ 


lias cancer. 



4. y 






tlie dii-ec- 


MOMENTS OF TRUTH Machiko Kyo and Toshiro Mifune in Rashomon (1), A/ru's 
Takashi Shfmura finds peace (2), a river of red flows to war in Ran (3) 
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Watch and Win! 

Find Revlon’s colors on NBC and 

you could win a Cadillac Catera 
in Revlon BrazenBerry or a trip to 

Hollywood to appear on an NBC show. 

Watch the Fall premiere episodes the week of September 21 to spot these NBC 
stars wearing clothes in Revlon colors, Match the color to the right actress to 
v/in Choose from Ultraviolet, Certainly Red, Smoky Rose and Coffee Bean. 
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WRITER OH THE STORM Towne rides 
the waves of Tinseltown success 



(‘nttiiix-'s riit- rhi'rjvv 

nijr out liis amis to fnihracp 
tile land''I'afM-'. all 1 

eviT \vant(^d ' And ulial a 
l.inff' 111 j laid 

Towin^, u 111)''!- I lilt d di 
I'ei’tofi.d l■‘tfllrl. Wi^h'int 
tui'^ ]II'I t‘l' 

Ic-iLsod in York anil I ,"'' 
Anjielf''. w'lii an O'lsar Inf 
11)74 '' i ‘fu utt tun'rt and l•ll- 
vvmte IDTA''! Shnmjn^r, with 
Wat'Ten Boatly, but lU' " 
most respected in tlie indu>- 
tiTi" for beinjt a pinch hitter. 

rewrite'^ of 7'/o Fn ut 
and *U) .s.s i> o !m > hh 
are testanieni.' to his gift 
for dialogue, storytelling, 
and conjuring up vvhat 
friend Tom ('niise calls "the 
beat su earwtirris" m tlie 
business. Hut Towne is 
equally famous for immers¬ 
ing him,self in trouble. He's 
battled with the be.*;!—frtim 
Beatty (dujing Sha/tijxnj) to 
producer Robert Evans and 
director Rrjman Polanski 
(over Cliiitatoim ). 

Once confined to Tinsel¬ 
town chatter, Tow lie's ex¬ 
ploits recently went main¬ 
stream with Peter His- 
kind's tell-all /ius,/ RkIi’I '-. 
Ratjiittf Roir fhr Si .r- 

Dr}iqs-f! inFRorIc ')i' Roll 
(li 'io rafion Biii'rd iioUtj- 
irnod, ill v\ hieh Tuwne i.s pnr- 
Lrav’ed as a hypochondriacal. 
un|.>rLidLietive, drug-using, 
wife-smacking wreck who 
has taken credit where little 
is desei'ved. Towne's re¬ 
sponse to the hook IS rallier 
suiTiri-sing; "Tliat f—mg guy 
lied about my igiotes. I rie\ - 
er denied hitting my (first 1 
wife or doing dmgs. The two 
things that up.set me the 
mo.st was that he said that 
my father hit me, which he 
never did, and that my dog 
bit people, which he neviu' 


Despite a career spent crafting classic scripts, Robert Towne 
had to go the distance for Without Limits, by Rebecca Ascher-Walsh 


on a gourmet lunch ]irepared 
by the hou.sekeeiiet" a tiain- 
cr to Lake your lierdiiig tlog 
on a jaunt to chase .sheej) 
every moi'ning, 

And -such tire the rewjuxls 
of hanging in Ihei'e—if. like 
Robert Towne, ycurve en¬ 
dured more up.s and downs 
llum Scarlett O’Hiua. “Tlii.s," 


bllK IS WHAT (.AZIbl.lON-LKtLLAR 
checks from movie studios can buy: a 
home in the Pacific Palisades wdiere 
the garden, filled w'itli roses and fig-s 
and blackberries on steroids, could 
give God an insecui'ity comple.x about 
Eden; a lap pool, alongsiile which your 
wife and child may sit w liilc feasting 


E N r C R T A J rj M ENT Vr' E E K L r 






























tlid." Replies Riskind: “1 
ne\‘er said his father hit him, 
and I didn't saj’ his dog bit 
people. [Towne told me) on 
the record that he denied u-s- 
ing drugs and hitting his 
wafe, and I stand by that." 

One thing is ceiiain: Age 
and ex])enencc* have indeed 
mellowed Tinvne, which is 
probably why he survived 
the making of IViV/ioid Lun- 
a biopic about Olympic 


at tlie time was Pvraovnl 
Bc.s't, the groundbreaking 
11)82 lesbian-themed sports 
film that he wTote. produced, 
and directed. It was the be¬ 
ginning of a steep dowmslide 
for Towne, botli profession¬ 
ally and personally; The pro¬ 
duction \va.s inteniipted by a 
Screen Actoi*s Guild stnke a 
few' weeks into filming, and 
postproduction arguments 
about budget o\'em.ins grew 
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runner Steve Prefontaine I 
that endetl up being vintage j 
Towne—an offscreen epic , 
crammed with enough ; 
Sturm und Drang to bnng a 
lesser man to Ins knees. 

Thus particular drama be¬ 
gan 20 years ago, when 
Towne firat heai‘d about Pi-e- 
fontaine, an unlikely track 
jihenom who had died in a 
car crash in 1075 at the age 
of 24. “I said, it sound-s pret¬ 
ty interesting, but I'm in¬ 
volved woth something else 
light now.’" Towne recall. 

What he was involved in 


so rancorous that Towne 
filed a $110 million law’suit 
against Bent distributor 
Warner Bros, and executive 
producer David Geffen, 
charging them wuth fraud, 
coercion, and defamation 
of character. Towme later 
dropped the suit, but the 
studio w'asn’t so forgiving, 
Towne had written Grcij- 
nU)ke: The Li'gend o/Tfu-on, 
Lord of the Apes with eveiy 
intention of directing it him¬ 
self; when WaiTier rejilaced 
him with director Hugh 
Hiulson tChfinofn of Fire), 


Towne w'as so furious he 
credited the screenplay to 
his dog—'P H. Vazak—who 
became the firat animal to be 
nominated for an Osciut 
Meanwhile, at home, 
Towne’s divorce from his 
wife of three and a half 
veal's, Julie Payne, had pre¬ 
cipitated a nasty custody 
battle over their daughter, 
Katharine, now' 2t) (Towne 
won). Tow'iie w'as also 


i - 


plagued with chronic aller¬ 
gies—later diagnosed as “al¬ 
lergic tension fatigue syn¬ 
drome"—and often found 
himself unable to work on 
anything more than script 
polishes. (The fatigue syn¬ 
drome symptom.s gradually 
alleviated over time.) 

By IhIJJ, Towne was in 
need of a hern, and he got 
one when Tom Grui.se, 
whose U)90 race-car drama 
Daifn of TInnider Ttnvne 
lienned, expressed interest 
in playing Prefontaine. 
“I w'a.s looking for things tu 


liave Bob direct me in, and 
I thought this w^as a great 
stoiy for him,” says Cruise. 
Howev^er, when Cruise read 
the script—cow'iitten by 
Tow'ue and sports journalist 
Kenny Moore of SruitTS 
1 1 , L u sr R ATI-] n magazine— 
he realized he wois too old 
to play a part that ranged 
fi'om age Id to 24. “We had 
heartbreak about that,” 
Towme recalls, “but Tom 
said, ‘I’ll make sure it 
gets made.’ ” Ironically, 
Cruise took tlie project 
to Warner Bros., 
wdiere he has a produc¬ 
tion deal. 

While Cruise w^as ne¬ 
gotiating wdth Warner, 
television producer 
John Lutz, who had 
bought the rights from 
the Prefontaine family 
and had discussed 
working with Towme, 
set up his owm project 
at Disney. “I was very 
disappointed, but ive 
had Towme,” Cruise 
says. “And the job of a 
producer is to support 
the director.” Which 
put Warner Bros, in an 
unenviable position: 

! Saying no to a commer¬ 
cial risk, now' made all 
the riskier, would also 
mean saying no to Tom 
Cruise. Remembers Tow ne: 
“All I know i.s that Tom 
went into [Warner cochair¬ 
man] Terry Seinel's office, 
und w'hen he came out, I 
had a ,$25 million budget.” 

For the role of Steve Pre¬ 
fontaine, who w'as the U.S 
champ at all outdoor events 
above 2,000 yards, Towne 
talked to Ethan Hawke atnl 
Leonardo DiCaprio. “The 
pi'oblem with Leo Is, lie’s tall 
and lanliy like a clas.sic dis¬ 
tance runner, but Steve 
wasn't," sa\s Towne. He 
ultimately soLtled on llie i-i-l- 
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atively unknown Billy 
Crudup (who, as it hap¬ 
pened, was competing with 
DiCaprio at the time for the 
lead in I'iicmic). Criuhip, 
who knew nothing about 
Townes reputation before 
filming began, says. “What 
struck me was how pro¬ 
foundly he undei'stands the 
metaphorical power of 
sports, how they're finite 
events with winners and 
losers and stand for all the 
daily struggles we go 
through with life. You feel 
the endeavor is not just im¬ 
perative, but poetic,” 

Warner Bros, agreed to 
Crudup, but the studio re¬ 
quested a stai‘ in the role of 
Prefontaine's coacli. Towne 
tried to lure Tommy Lee 
Jones and Harrison Ford, 
"but they were too much 
money or unavailable,” says 
the dii'ector He gioidgingly 
cast Donald Sutherland, 
which he now sees as the 
right decision- "Sometimes, 
you make a choice, and then 
you get lucky,” To\\Tie says. 

Despite his admittedly 
obsessive last-minute re¬ 
writing, Towne's luck held 
up through the technically 
demanding shoot, in which 
real-life runners raced 
against Ci-udup for days on 
end in 103-degree heat. The 
director himself didn’t feel 
the heat until postproduc- 
lion. Only weeks before 
Wamer Bros, was scheduled 
to see the film, a new editor 
was brought in to constmct 
a new cut of the film. Short¬ 
ly thereaiter, Towme realized 
that he had grossly under¬ 
calculated the cost of the 
movie’s score: "I hadn’t done 
a movie in yeai's, so I didn't 
know that [music] is a mil¬ 
lion now, not $300,000.” Be¬ 
cause Towme’s own history 
could easily be titled With¬ 
out Limits as well, the di¬ 


rector had guaranteed his 
own paycheck when he 
signed off on the $2o million 
budget—and he eventually 
handed over his salary to 
pay for the soundtrack. “It 
was the only' way' to get the 
movde made,” he says. “I’m | 
a fool for love.” 

Although the movie w^as 
wrapped in October 1996, 
Towme would have to pine a 
little longer. Last year, a ri¬ 
val Disney project, Pre- 


spokesperson, "We moved it 
aw'ay [from Prefoutaiue] for 
obvious reason.s. but then 
the spring schedule got full.” 

Towne is accepting of the 
delays, perhaps because he 
has finally found serenity' in 
j the company of his second 
w'ife of 13 years, Luisa, and 
their 7-year-old daughter. 
Chiara, He’s also occupied 
b.v his next project: widting 
a drama, which he hopes to 
direct, for Cruise. Ask 


Greijstoke: The Legend of 
Tanati, and Towne grows 
teaiy. "It’s the only thing I 
can still get melodramatic 
about,” Towne says emo¬ 
tionally. “Usually, it’s just 
movies, but the loss of 
Greij.stoke is inconsolable. 
Just inconsolable.’’ 

As he reaches for the 
Kleenex, Tow'ne’s love in¬ 
terest enters the room, 
right on cue, to give him a 
smile. “There was a mo- 



TOWNE'S PEOPLE Mariel Hemingw^ in Personal Best (1); nn Uie set of Bays ofThuader—vitAfsh Towne wrote— 


with Robert Duvali and Cruise (2); Jack Nicholson in Chinatown, whose script Hollywood still tips its hat to (3) 


foutaive, starring Jared 
Leto as the nmner, era.shed 
at the box office. Says 
Towme: “WiUTier liad a crisis 
of confidence. They were 
having trouble with the re¬ 
lease of their films in gener¬ 
al, and a lot of people felt fin 
terms of Without Lint its], 
‘How the hell do you sell 
it?’” Warner pushed the re¬ 
lease to Apnl 199,S, then de¬ 
cided to wait until Septem¬ 
ber and roll tlie movie out 
slowly. Explains a studio 


Cruise about Towne’s tem¬ 
pestuous past, and the actor 
says “I don’t know that 
other guy. The guy' I know 
is someone I talk for hours 
with about World War II 
and racing and sport.s and 
literature and history. We’ll 
talk on the phone tor three 
hours, and then I'll realize 
it’s 2 a.m ” 

If Tow ne’.si personal 
struggles have subsided, 
there still one subject 
that rankles liim; Mention 


ment m my life when I 
thought, What in the world 
have I done?" Towne says 
when Luisa exits. “It was 
going from bad to worse. 
Mj' dog had died, I ivas 
broke. And I remember 
walking with Luisa on the 
beach and I thought, 'Wlien 
pu.sh comes to shove, I 
don’t care what happens 
v\itli the rest of my life. 
J don't want to be any- 
wliere else but w here I am 
right now ’ ’’ ■ 
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HAS TURNED HIS ONCE- 
LANGUISHING LATE-NIGHT LAIR 
INTO A GEN-X GOLD MINE 





















“1 THINK THE SHOW IS 

REALLY DN A 

ROLL now: said 

CONAN O’BRIEN. 

tSHE SUCKED THE MAHRDW 

PET HF A GOAT'S LEG . 

EVER HBLPFUlTALE SHEW HOST 
CDNAN D'ERIENHAS GRACIDESLV 
SBGGESTEE THIS INTRO TO HIS 
OWN STOHV. NEEDS WORK. BET NOT 

bad for a beginner—^he’s clearly fluent in celebrity 
magazine-speak. If this night job doesn’t work out... 
★ “77ie important thing is to take it to the next lev¬ 
el,” he continnedf as he sipped on his chicken and 
stabbed fiuiivehj at his Pellegnno. ★ Again, nice tiy; 
O’Brien is actually nibbling delicately on a barbe- 
cued-chicken sandwich. But point taken: The fonner 
critical punching bag known as NBC's Late Night 
With Conan O'Brien is, in fact, heading to the next 
level. Enough with David Letterman's jaded ’80s 
irony. Enough with Jay Leno's predictable, ripped- 
from-the-headlines monologue jokes. CoAmw—ju.st 
like South Park and There's Something About 
Mari} —looms large in the ciuTent cultural cnize for 


Shirtless Moron and the Masturbating Bear, and we’ve re¬ 
warded him with an im])i‘epsive 37 percent jump over his fii'st' 
year ratings. Indeed, the cerebrally silly orange-haired late- 
night liost has become a donn favorite to nval Ayn Rand and 
Monet postei-s. And come Sept. 16, O’Brien will host a lifth- 
annivei'sai'y show in pnme time, of all mainstream places. 

“Ike’rc teamed to make peofde laugh; iioiv we have to 
make them think," said O'Erieu, as ha tinkered furtoiislg 
ivitli his s})ace robot. 

Finally, the guy's getting the hang of it, 

X A SHABBY W'RITINO ROOM ON THE 
ninth floor of New York’s 30 Rocke¬ 
feller Center, the Harvard-schooled 
O'Brien gathers with some of the na¬ 
tion’s shaipest comedic minds to hash 
out the next day’s show. \Vliat sophis- 
ticateil secrets of the \vriting ci’afl can 
a risitor leam? 

“Show him the Farting Wolf!” jiipes 
up one scribe. 

O'Brien, 35, lets out a sheepish sigh. Too late. The visitor is 
already getting treated to the venerable Late Night ritual; 
Wienever one of the writers has to pass gas, he (and it usu¬ 
ally is a he) dons a flimsy paper wolf mask, climbs onto a cof¬ 
fee table, arches his back, loclej eyes with one of the other 
staffers, then lets one np. 

That's the gust of new comedy you’re smelling. A surpris¬ 
ingly fresh blast of pupiiets, goofy accents, and high-concept 
flatulence. It’s spawned such Conan trademarks as Tiiumph 
the Insult Comic Dog—a Don Rickles-like canine puppet who 
threatens to ]ioop on guests (“If anyone in comedy says 
they’re not a fan of bathroom humor, they’re Ijing,” iiusists 
O'Brien). .‘\nd then there’s the famous “lips” routine—a still 
photo of, say, President Clinton with an absurdly phony 
mouth that bellows hillbilly-ese “Nee-haw!” 

Such seemingly random comedy is far from it. When 
O'Brien—a little-loiowTi fonner Smipsoiw Euid Saturday Night 
Live writer—got the surprise nod to replace his treasured 
David Lettennan at 12:35. lie set a goal: Become the un-Dave. 
None of the “found comedy”—the smirlting banter with deli 
owmei's, the phone Ctdls to real-life shlubs across the street. In* 
stead. O’Brien returned to the sillier sketch comedy of Johnny 
Cju-son, but Cai'sun filten^d through Andy Kaufman. “There's 
tliis trend in comedy tlie last 15 yeai> tliat people want to be 
more cool than funny,’’ O'Brien say.s. “At the be,ginning of t:ai-- 
son’s show there w a.s a montage of him in ridiculous outfits, 
wearing a wig or a giant Camac hat," .4ntl like Carbon, neither 
6'4", freckle-skinned O’Brien nor giiiff, .stout sidekick Andy 
Richter IS afraul to look foolLsh. "Conan always used to >ay, he 
loves that we can turn the sound offanrl the .-liow can still be 
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“PEOPLB SAV, 'WOW, THE SHOW’S GETTING REALLY GOOD;” HEFFS RICHTER 






THE SHOW’S ALWAYS BEEN GOOD 


u ay; loolis more like the Pi'esitleiit’s bodily fluid—pan* 

cake batter or egg whites? Balter takes the cake. 

*‘I can't believe these are jokes we can make/' says head 
writer -Jonathan Groff. “I can’t keep up with how strange 
the world is getting.” 

”1 have people on the street sajdng 'Oh, man. you must be 
lonng this/ ” O’Brien says of Zippergate. '‘Rut the tnith is, it s 
tough. It's like trjing to do a parody of the Enqnim-. \Vlien I 
do my monologue, jieople are laughing at the straight line.” 

The brainstonn momentanly dies do\^Tl, and O’Erien fills 
the void with a character called Office Supply Hitler—a yel¬ 
low Post-it stuck to his upper hp. Meanwhile, the WTiters— 
mo.>t]y male, mostly eaidy 30s, mostly clad in the comedy uni- 
foiTn (T-shirt, shorts, and beat-up snealtei*s)—discuss a major 
injustice: NBC censora will allow the w'ords doKclie hag, but 
not scumbag. 

Groff, glancing at a risitor, has a moment of self-conscious¬ 
ness, or at least cunosity, “Was Satiiydaij Nighf Lfve this 
filthy?” he asks O’Brien. “^Vith SNL, you didn’t have as many 
wntera in the room because they were all ti-jing to destroy 
each other,” O'Brien replies, before deciding that SNL teas 
just as dirty—but there, 
actions spoke louder than 
words. One time, O’Brien 
recounts, Adam Sandler 
swung by his office. For 
no apparent reason,the 
future Wedding Snigcr 
stai- had iiis panLs and un¬ 
derpants at his ankles— 
and a pencil .slicking out 
of his butt. Says O'Bnen, 

“1 knew then I was in the 
right busines-s ’’ 

Go to neaijy tiny college 
campus, and you’ll get 
more proof that O’Bnen is 
m the right busines.s.. 

Wthin our Iialls of higher 

learning you can play Conan drinking games 
(“Take a swig eveiy time Conan grmiTowjs'j or 
go to an occasional campu.s speech by Richter on 
the ait ol sidekickmg. Wfliy such a college mania? 

“The kids want to find something tliat’s theirs,” 

Richter says, “David Lettennan was my show, ami 


I remember my mother saying T don't get it. Wliy’s he so 
gninipy?’ We have the luck of being the new thing for Idds.” 
New and diffei'ent. As Wamm Littlefield, president of NBC 
Entertainment, puts it: “Comm w'anted to be as innovative and 
daring as Lettemian was in Iiis Late Night yeara. There’s a 
.sense of reckless abandon, a siege mentality.” 


SIT-DOWN SHOWDOWN 




Bleeth faces off with 
Richter (ieft) and O’Brien 


T’S MUND.W, 0 riRlEN'S DAY OFF, AND 
the choirboy-faced host has chosen to 
enjoy some culture at the museum: 
the avant-garde formalism of Bat¬ 
man, the abstract expressionism of 
Police Scjiiad, the dadaism of Green 
Acres. We’re at New York's Museum 
of Television & Radio, and O'Brien re¬ 
luctantly settles in for the dreaded 
piece de I'esistance: a screening of the 
first episode of Late Night With Conan O’Bnen. 

Roll tape: A sldnnier, more pompadoured, higher-amped 
O’Brien bounds on stage. 

“Look at that .set!” cringes the older, wiser version. “It’s 

garbage. Makeup, terri¬ 
ble. My hair w^as ci’azy— 
good Lord, it’s like a sol¬ 
id shell!... The band looks 
ragged. [Bandleader 
Max Weinberg I looks 
evil..., I don't really like 
to watcli myself. How' 
about we w'atch it with 
the sound dowai?” 

And yet, for all 
O’Brien's squiiTning—and 
for all the media's recent 
Mo.^it Improved Talk 
Show stones^—here’s the 
w'eird part; The show re¬ 
ally wELsn’t all that Ixul. 
01;;iy, .‘^ome of it was 
bad. O’Brien'.^ interviews often loolied like awk- 
w ard first flutes, tilled with pauses and neiwous 
tics. Now Ifis L-hats approach (/arson’s style— 
playing the rmu^lerful liosi of his ow n party, lb' 
mock-nirls with women: raising bis ej el)ro\\ >, 
lielung bands—lie luei'Eilly charmed the [laiiLs off 
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comes with air conditioning, power windows and 
loclrs, and Remote Keyless Entry, all at no extra charge. 

So wlicihcr the challenge is the treacherous 
terrain of the Himalayan mountain range or a prite 
that falls within your range. )ou’ll find the rugged Jeep 
Cherokee eciual to the task. Tor more infonnaiion, 
reach us at www leei") com or !-800-Q23-IEI“P 

Jeep 

T !l F. R E S O N I V ONI 


JEEP CHEROKEE SPORT 


The Himalayas liavc long been recognized as iht 
ultimaie challenge, And the legendary Jeep Cherokei 
Spon lias long been recognized as the ultimate 4x*4 tt 
lake on any challenge In fact, Cherokee has a 
heritage of piwing n can go where others can’t 

But Cherokee is not onl\ famous for legendar 
capabilil)'. its also renowned for outstanding calm 
Because Cherokee not only offers more lour-w lict 
drive choices than any sport utility in iis class, u als 


Lair A* Orders Jill Hennessy. O’Brien ctin even make a deail- 
ly dull celeb seem okay, though at times not without heroic 
effort. (With some self-important guests, ‘Til rather be 
retrofitting steam jiipes on a really hot day." says O'Bneii.) 

But the core of the show—the cleverly mane comedy—was 
there from day one. "It’s always bugged me a little when peo¬ 
ple say, ‘Wow, the sliow’s really getting good,”’ huffs Richter 
"T just kind of feel like. Screw you! Tlie show’s always been 
good. It wasn’t as that came around. It’s ifoit." 

Now the question is. Will you .s/ci)/ around? Conan cur¬ 
rently snags 2.6 million viewers on an avei’age night, up from 
1.9 million at the start. But this Januaiy, tlie show will fate 
the toughest challenger yet to its dorm-dwejling demo¬ 
graphic' Snide Dailij Shoir host Craig Kilborn will ditch 
Comedy Central and reitlace white-liaired Tom Snydei on 
CBS’ Late Late Sltnir. How will O'Brien battle that other 
tall, woll-coiffed frat idol? "We’i'e going to become all infor¬ 
mation, all tlie time. News, tip.s on dieting," O’Brien cracked 
at a recent press conference. 

Just joshing. The folks don’t plan to change a 

thing. Their thinking: Kilbom’s the one who’s going to have 
to prove tliat his smug, Dennis Millensh brand of comedy 
can lure away Conaiis fans. "If it was our second year, I 
would be sciU'ed s—less," admits Robert Smigel. Adds pro¬ 
ducer Jeff Ross, “So many shows have, come and gone since 
we’ve been on the air [ The Magic Hoar, Vihe, and The Juu 
Steieart Shoir, among others], I’ve learned to not really fo¬ 
cus on it.” 

ALKINll [)C)W.N A MID- 
town Manhattan street, 
O’Brien i.s ai>ologizing for 
hi.s outfit, the clas.^ic 
celebrity disguise: sun¬ 
glasses and baseball cap 
pulled low. “I know it's 
cliche," he sighs. But what 
can he do? WHien O'Brien does e\ entually lake oft the sliailes, 
fans swarm. One tank-lopped Iwentysomething jw.ses ior a 
photo with him and starts enthusiastically rubbing his stom¬ 
ach. “I like your body,".site coos. Later, a burly man half-jok- 
ingly offers to sit on his lap. 

As a “hori'ibly i eiire.'i.'^eil Catholic" from Bu.^^ton, O’Biieii's 
a ini flustered by the blatant come-ons But such is the 
weirdness of instant fame Another strange perk. No matter 
what he .says, he gets braying, kiss-a.ss laughter in reply. 
“Bumetimes pcojile recognize me. and 1II be in the airport in 
Kind of a hurry, and they're like ‘Hey, Conan! How'.s the 
sliow?’ And I’ll say .some noiiscn.se hke ‘Squiddle-dee-doo,’ 
and they go. ‘Mail! 1 don’t know liow he rloes it ’" 

Like the reclusive LelLennan, O’Bnen shuns the A-lisl |)ar- 
t\ circuit He .slinttlc.s iK.'tvvceii w'ork, his liome on .^lanhat- 
tan's rp|ier We.si Side, and a lioiise in Conneeticut—where 
he escape- on weekeiuls wath his girlfriend, fonnei* Cunaii 



ADAM SANDLER 

OMCB STOPPEB BT WITH 

HIS PANTS DOWN, 

A PENCIL STICKING OUT OF HIS BUTT. 


"I KNEW THEN 1 WHS IN 
THE RIGHT BUSINESS," 


E 


AY 



• booker Lynn Kaplan. “1 don’t have a lot of celeimiy I'nmid-, 
because it give.s me more latitude ... Otlicrwi-c. it's “Hey. we 
got this great joke about Debbie Harry!’ 'Nu. I'm gonna .-l e 
Iter Satunlay at the cancer benelit "’ 

In fine comic tradition, O’Brien—'elf-efl'acing, frimidly. 
jokey on the outside—^says he’s actually toitured. anguisheil. 
intense, self-critical. "I thought / was a worm r," -ay.s iiro- 
ducer Ross, "and Tin the Jew in the buncli " O'Brien won-ies 
about the crowd, about ratings, about last night’s siiow, "Don 
Rickies said to me, 'VMiat's your problem?" says O’Bnen. "You 
got the best job in the world, anti you look so de]jresscil.' 

He vvoiTie.s if the show’ goes badly, but al.so if it goes too 
well “I’m saddened when the audience is hai.ipy," he say- in 
all seriousness. "I’m amuserl when we lalte a hajipy audience 
and do something weird that upset.s them or confuses them." 

He liad plenty' of well-fouiuled wonne.s in the low-rated, 
critically bashetl early' y'ears. One day after enduring a [air- 
ticularh' hai'sh series of pres.s interviews, O’Brien got so mo¬ 
rose. he crawled undei* the desk and .-tayed there. "My a.s- 
sistant looked in anti saw me umier my’ desk and said, ‘You 
all right?* and I went ‘I’m fine. I’m just going to l.n- under 
my' de.sk for a HttU* bit.'" 

Or consider the time when he gave his office some un¬ 
needed renovation. "I have a bad tenipei' when things arc 
screwed up,” he says. "When the netw'ork w.is really* dicking 
me around on my contract, I went into my dres-sing room 
and put my hands U|i through the soft-foam tile and jiulled 
the cooling sy'stcin out oflhe wall..., [Then| I said to an NBO 
page, ‘We’re having a little trouble with the cooling sysii m 
in here.’" Whether becau.se of his vandalism or cometiy, the 
network eveiitiially gave him an estimated million a year 
til rough 2002. 

Riglit now, as the check for lunch arrives, O'Brien is of¬ 
fering to jiart wiili a small percentage ot that wealth. No 
thanks, Mr. Mone.vliags, But we h'iII let you have a go at 
scripting the end to this .story: 

“Lure the S’/aoc, J/r, O'Bru tiC file <einti r mid. 

“Thm ir lehut it’s retilh/ all ahoiit,” (fftriri/ hfiiniifl, ny 
III’ shook the niaii's liaint and fiure hiiii a solid i/oltl .stuhii- 
ofhimselt] * 
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The Love Story goes on. 
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New York, January 1993; The tiu/hf i>f 
nioiue-set })ara{)Jienialkt f^pivad the f^ifirii'alh !i(es 
vatifjhi (he atieniio}} of a gu(/(/le of secretanes. 'The 
bmeeiyi of (he hniieh opi/roaches a i/oioty ihon teho's 
dressed in a hdggtf siueafer and puids. ‘Vlrr there (titg 
stars here^" she asks. "/ don't think so," he responds 
enrnestlip looking to see if Edirard Norton, John MaT 
korirh. Marlin Landan., or John Tniinrrt) has shoim 
np for todag's u'ork on Romiflrrs. a inora fd)oni high- 
slnkes poker "Well, " eonfinnes the iroinan. "Ur sate a 
rhii/rthat said Mall Damon. Is hr here' get ^ TIk' 
ijoinig mail — leho, roi nealentoKg, is Matt Doinon — 
n'lneis. "( h, no, " la resjioials "I don f think so 


HA.MDN I£!][.A]KS THIS ANKi HOli; HW^ I ATI i:. 'iH 
a]m^^ptl and peiTilexed. (!ooil Will fhoiiotg i.s jiisl iwTnnnin.L; in 
catch Hrc, and t’oui' weeks intn nimin^ Ronndi in A\hi« h lin 
(jlays Mike, a lave student tom hclwcen euuil and aa-ds, tlu- auTor 
can still nia.'^qiiei'ade as Inniselt’ Hut in two mnnilis, Daninti wdl 
])ick ii|) an Oscar tor Host Oninnal Scivenijlay and iv.di/e hi' 
“know the name, can't place the face" anonviniiy is ynne Ihn-v t-i. 

Heintt a star in the makinj; ih distract in especiallv when 
the stai’ is simiillanenusly nuikinjj' a niuvie. “I'ln trynifj fi* 
trive this jol: my full attention," ,says Oamon, ti". "Aiiii at. tin- 
same time fij^ure out v\ hat the hell else is froiiift on " 

The trap|)inj;s of fame are novvheiT* to be found nn tla^ fioio. il- 
i7's set, a brnnbed-oiii-Iooldnji'deserted IhKir in a midlown huiid- 
niyf, outfitted vnlh a few tables ai'uumi which sit extnL'. Tliey’re 
outfitted m stripes and plaid.s. like somethintr the of/<i r Kd Nttr 
ton would wear, and Damon, his hair maile even blonder lli.iu 
ii^iial for this jiart, seems out of place. Until thecamenLs toll and 
an im])assifjned poime of Texas Hold "I-hn bejnns, Dii ectoi-Jolin 
Dahl [ The Last Srdnehon), a sofl-s[)nken Anthony Udvvards 
look-alike, ^umls into the swinjj of thintts by litrhtinjt a smelly 
slnjrie andlisU ms to the iictors' exchanju'es, crafted fmm |)hr.isi'> 
like ’‘brass Hrtiziliafis," “beno, patch." anil “milruad hible." 

“It’s a veiT inside movie,” Dahl savs. “I love that snmeunies 
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DEALER’S CHOICE DamDn and Norton get a hand from director Dahl 


you can’t really underetand the teniiinologj’ that’s being used.” 

If the language is obscure, tlie aetoi’s' expressions don’t hel]). 
“It's strange to play a guy whose biggest sldll is ha\nng a per¬ 
fect poker face.” says Diunon, who was so eager not to emote on 
screen that he considered plajdng with bhuik Kirds. “I’m sure 
people will accuse me of ha\ing a poker face throughout the 
movie, but that’s kind of the risk}' sign-on at the beginning ” 

Mii'amax enlisted Damon for the coming-of-age canlshaiii 
role last fall alter seeing dailies for Good \Ji// Hnnting, “I wish 
I could say it was pait of some master plan,” said the actor, 
who’d recently wTapped Saving Private Rgan, “1 was just a 
gu}' with my hat in my hands, looldng for w’orlt.” With Damon 
on boaixl, Miramiix approaclied Dahl, who’d been Uilking with 
the studio about dii-ecting the skilled di-una Black Out; Norton 
joined as Wonn, Mike's best friend who’s been sprang from 
prison and is a questionable (if likable) influence. Wlien Neve 
Campbell rejecteii Miramax’s advances to play Mike’s strait- 
lacerl giiifn’end Jo. the part went to newcomer Gretchen Mol. 

Novice screetiwiiters David Levien ;ind Brian Koppelson— 
social poker playei-s who began paiticipating in all-night illegal 
New York games once thej' began work on lioundo-ii —invited 
cast and erew' to secret clubs, while Norton and Damon at¬ 
tended aboveboaixl L.A. clubs. And pro poker pla}’er Michael 
Selza was recruited for on-set reminder of table etiquette. 
(Selza .SUV'S Norton had the most natiu-al gilt for the game; Nor¬ 
ton saj's he approached it “not a.s gambling, but like clie.ss.”) 

With the exeepUon of Damon, acral's came and went fairly 
quickly, vvhich left Damon feeling like he was on a fast tour 
through Hollv'vvood’s finest. “Landau ciin tell you stories about 
CleofKitm, and lie was Jimmy Dean’s be.st ft-iend,” Damon .says. 
“Malkovich liv'es in France and never goe.s to mov'ies. TUrtuiTo 
ha.s made a cai'eer ai'ound being uncompromising, and 1 love 
Ed—he’s my age, and we have a lot m common. Every day I’d 
look [it the call sheet to .see who I could go hang out with,” 

WTiile tlie acral's beirame rabid players, watching ] 5 okei* isn’t 
quite a cinematic thrill. ‘That’s probtibly tlie biggest challenge,” 
says Dahl, who previously knevv nothing about the game. “But 
pool isn’t necessai-ily interesting, and TIu' great." 

Norton and Dtimon both found inroads into their cluiractei's 
during a conversation about their ciireera. “The movLe isn’t 
about poker, it’s about following your passion,” says NtjrUin. 


“Matt and I talked about how it was similar to making the 
choice to become an actor, like giving up [a secure] job and go¬ 
ing to Holljwvood,” Adds Damon; “It’s about leaving a sure 
thing to do something unsure that you feel compelled to do. It's 
something that I undei-stand, from my limited experience.” 

Atlantic City, February 1998: Welcome to 
hell. Ill the poker room at the Taj Mahal, where liigh-stakes 
play el's from all ov'er the Eastern Seaboai'd gather to duke it 
out, obnoxious gkiring light.s turn pupils to pinpoints, and the 
air Ls dense with smoke. Extras in spangled sweatshirts and 
se{[iuned top? are indistinguishable from the real players. It’s 
5 a.m.. and evei'yone looks as tenible as they must feel. 

It’s just before Valentine’s Day, and there’s only one boy 
American girls want to get their paws on, but Leo isn’t in 
Atlantic City. Matt Damon, however, is, sitting right in front 
of them at a poker table. Tlmee days earlier, he received tvv'O 
Oscar nominations for Good Will Hnnihuj, and his face is now' 
as I'ecognizable as his name. As he attempts to slip out for a 
bathroom break, mayhem ensues. A yelp goes over the 
production assistant’s walkie-talkie; “Go help Matt!” From 
now on, Damon doesn't leave tlie room without an escort. 

If aiding Damon is the aim, sending him to the Bahamas 
wrauld be more to the point. A gi’ueling schedule has been 
made all the worse by increased demands that Damon pro¬ 
mote Hunting: One day’s work staried at 3 a.m. so that the 
star could put in a full day and still make it to an early- 
evening interview with David Letterman in New York City. 

As the cast luid crew set up shop in Atlantic City, Damon is 
I'eeling. Since nomination thi}', he liasn’t been able to sleep; the 
flood of offers is beginning, and he ha.? committed to filming a 
small role in Dogma for Kevin Smith (wlio got Htu'vey Wein- 
stem to read Good 117// Hunting), then spending the summer 
and fall in Italy, slan-ing in The Talented Mr. Ripley, directed 
by Oscar winner Antliony Minghella iTIie Englmh Patient): 
Following Ripley, Damon will stm" in the film veraion of Cor- 
mac McCiuthy’s 1992 novel All the Pretty Hordes, fi benchmai'k 
of his rising power: The piirt wa.? fii'st offered to Di(,'aprio, but 
w hen the star wiis slow to commit, Damon got the next call 

Not yet aecustonieil to having scripts thrown at him, 
Damon's worned about giving liis all to Minghella—“He took 
a chance on me, ;ind 1 owe liiin Lliat”—iinri anxiety is height¬ 
ened by exhaustion. “It W iis my boily’s weird response to the 
pressure and insanity," Damon says now, “I vv;is so tired.” 

At this moment, hi.^ fans don’t care .‘\s dawn jipproaclies, 
they stand beliind liim with balloons, rases, and “We love M;itl” 
signs, (lelennined to sliake the obliging actor's liand the next 
time he ixses fn>m his sesit. A.s the crew sots up, Norton plays a 
re:il haml; the screenwritei’s [ilay a quick game of craps. "Oh, 
man," Damon sigli.s. ."lunii ting farther into his seat, At lliat mo¬ 
ment. sitting under fiiioresceiit lights, being stared at by ei de¬ 
manding if adoring crowd, lie seems lo realize Iii? life will now 
be led in [aibiic. With that, he lowers his lieail onto the table’s 
gi'wn felt surface, ami Ibr i he ITr^i time in day.'^, he sleejis ■ 
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cbs world pri 


the nanny 8/7C : 

maggie winters 8:30/7 
to have & to hold 9/8C 
Chicago hope 10/9C 


thursday 

promised land 8/7C 
diagnosis murder 9/8C 
48 hours 10/9C 


f r i d a y 

kids say the darndest things 8/7C 
candid camera 8:30/7:300 
buddy faro 9/8C 
nash bridges 10/9C 


Saturday 

early edition 8/7C 
martial law 9/80 
walker, texas ranger 10/9C 


Sunday 

60 minutes 7/6C 
touched by an angel 8/7C 
america's night at the movies 9 /Sc 
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WILLIE NELSON IS (A) AN HERBIN’ COWBOY, (B) A CLINT ) 


APOLOGIST, (C) A COUNTRY ICONOCLAST 


(D) A NATIONAL TREASURE, (E) ALL OF THE ABOVE 

^ BYIEFF GORDINIER 

PflOTOfiRirBS BT ANTOB CORBIIN 












































IILIE NELSON REACHES ACROSS THE 
table and whispers four soft 
words; “It's good for you.” His 
browii eyes are shining like sun¬ 
light on the Kio Grande. HLs voice 
is rustling like wind through a 
wheal field. And between those 
burlap knuckles of his, well, he’s 
got a joint as fat as a rope. 

It all feels like Luke SliyNvalker 
taking the lightsaber from Obi- 
Wan Kenobi. You can’t say no. 

So 1 don't. I inhale. Deejily. 
Wiich jirobabiy isn’t the smmtest 
joimialistic strategy in the world, 
considering that my life’s experi¬ 
ence nith ganja consists pnmanly 
of a couple of pathetic coughing fits 
in college- The thing is, there’s something so gentle about 
AVilhe Nelson, so utterly blissfiil mid rea&simng, tliat climbing 
into Ins tour bus feels like stepping into the lost ashiiun of a 
HimalaviUi mystic-Just the sound of hi.s laugh can lower your 
heiut rate. Besides, it’s late in the aftemoon, luid \Tillie’s tiny 
office on the bus. the Ho)ie!fiiucklf /?o.sr //, is already so 
banked with sweet herbal fog tliat a plane wouldn’t be cleiU‘e<l 
for landing. A puff or two won't make any difference, right? 

It’s a busy day, even if it doesn’t feel that way. ^^'illle'^ .sup- 
po.sed to ride the highway up to Boulder, Colo., to play song.s 
fi’om his haimting new album. Tenfro, for ratlio station KBCO 
and a packed house at the Fox Theatre. Plus, he's just been 
named a Kennedy Center honoree, alongside wholesome en- 
tertainei's like BUI Cosby and Shirley Temple Black, so peojile 
keep calling the bus to congixitulate him. 

If anyone deserve.-^ an official ble.^sing from the United 
Suites goveiTiment, why not Wllie Nelson? He wrote nation¬ 
al anthems like “Crazy” and “Night Life” and “On the Road 
Again.” He's saved Naslnille fi'om its chee.siest impulses witli 
albums like Red Headed Stratufer and Spinf and Sfardast. 
Hl< voice Ls scared on the American !andsc"ape as indelibly as 
the voices of Billie Holiday, Louis Armstrong, and Frank 
Sinatra. Besides, he’s dune a guest spot on King of the Hill. 
"For me. Willie ls w hat you’d imagine an elder would be like 
ui nati\e mythology'.” says Daniel Lanois, 7}'fi/ro's producer. 
“Without saying too much, he pi-ojects an aura that just 
makes you feel good to be ai'ound." 

But there's a fantastic irony here, Lou, when y'ou think 
about a bunch of Beltway Babbitts s([ueezing into their tuxes 
and clmldng their champagne flutes to the original Nashville 
outlaw, a man who's wrangled with ding laus nnd the Inter¬ 
nal Revenue Semce, who’s crisscrossed miles of conservative 
highway' with his beard and ponytails and beatific smile in¬ 
tact, w lio’s spent a Uu'ge portion of his (j.5 yeai*s whispering 
toiu' soft, suVjversic e words to Live stress-battered American 
[>eo]j]e‘ /f!s ifood for i/oii. 


"1 WAS DOOMED TO 00 TO HELL BY TJE TIME I WAS 7." WILLIE IS SAVING, 
“because I had been told that if you smoke cigarettes and 
dnnk beer ymu're going to hell And b.v 7,1 was gone. Thus 
resigned to eternal damnation, Willie came up with the only' 
spiritual approach that made sense: Tliere’s nothing to hide, 
and nothing to get loo upset about. “If you get up thinkin’ 
evelything's gonna be wonderful, you're gonna find out some¬ 
thin’ happened that wasn't that wonderfiil,” he say's. “And if 
,vou think ei'ei'ything’s gonna be temble, then y'ou’re gonna 
miss what was good. So then? is a little bit of Zen in thei'e: You 
shouldn’t be too elated at the good things, and you shouldn’t 
be too depressed at the bad ihinga.” Not since Butch Cassidy 
has somebody' so defiant been so laid-back about it. 

You can ask Willie anything, good or bad, and he’ll respond 
with that sagebrtish laugh and a Hash of those muddy-river 
eyes.. The night in 1970 when he dashed into the flaming eaves 
of a burning house to I’escue a pile of pot? “A giiitai* aiul the 
])ot,” he gently' con-ects me. The night w’hen he walked out of 
a Nashville bar and stretched his bones in the middle of a busy 
road? “I was pi-etty chauik, but I do remember it,” he says. “It 
was one of those Russian roulette things, .you laiow? You real¬ 
ly' didn’t give a damn, and y^et you did. Just before the tnick 
woukla hit me. I'd have said. ‘Wiy did I do that?'” 

1 ask whether it’s tine that the fi]*st of Willie’s four wives 
tied him uj? and beat him puiple as punishment for a dinnken 
binge. Willie not only venfies the stoiy, he muses over the 
method of bondage. “I think there were sheets stitched to¬ 
gether, ami then jumi) ropes to secure them,” he say's. ‘Then 
she packed all of my clothes and left. So when I finally' got out 
of the sheet, all my clothes w'ere gone.” 

The father of seven (and grandfather of seven moi*e) waves 
tow ard a beautiful w'oman sitting toward the back of the bus. 
"Tills is Lana, my daughter,” he sa.vs. “Hei' mother was the 
one in that stoiy you lusked about,” 

“I miglit’ve been J or ii,” says Lana, now 44. “Slie left us in 
the car waiting while she hit him with the broom. And she 
came runmn’ out and threw the broom on the porch and 
jumped in the car.” 

And. how did y'ou feel? 

“Well. I hated tn see Daddy get beat up with a broom!” -she 
laughs whini'^ically “Rut if my husband came home diimlt, I 
might do the same tiling.” “And." Pop chime.'' in, “if he’d done 
it on more than one occasion." 

Willie gave up booze years ago—“To me, alcohol is iiof jins- 
itive,” he sa.vs—but he’s been smoking weed since 19o:-j, when 
a fiddle ]>hiyer in Fort Worth first passed him a joint. ‘It 
w iLsn’t a big deal liack in the eiu'l.v day's in Fort Worlli,” Willie 
insists. “Alost of the law enfoi'cemenl agents were all smoldn’ 
pot. Tliey'd bu.st other peoiile, get the pot, and we'd sit 
arouiul and '-moke it. They realized it wa.'i a bad law. l>ut they 
were makiii’ the best of it." 

Texas irooiiers may he a bit more zealou.'' these day's, I'Ut 
whene\er there’s a head-on collisiuii bf'tween Wllie and \an- 
OU.S statutes ;md ordinances, it s(-.ems like Willic’" ilie uur who 
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FREE WILLIE I comes out unscathed. P’our.yeiu-s ago he 
This smoked shaman I w'lus anested when police found lum and 
won't be fenced in I a joint cuddling in the backseat of a 

Mercedes; [pretty' soon the charges were 


rlrojjjied. 'There w its no cause to gii e me any problems there 
that night, because 1 W ciiin't botherin' nobody,” Willie explains. 
“Wien it’s foggy' and yuu’ra tued, you pull ovei’ and go to sleefi. 
You shouldn't be luuiissed by the police department,” Eight 
yem’s ago the IRS saddled him with a iniLssi\e biu-den of back 
taxes—§.4;^ million—hut Willie struck a deal witli the fed.s to 
wliittle down tlie debt, paid off the rest, luid moved on 

It’s been that way since Abbott, the lean Texas town wliei e 
he haled hay' and picked cotton as a Itid. “We had no law in AI> 
hott. Thera was nothing illegal,” he recalls as the Houvijiotekh 
Roue il lulls through the strip malls and diecseburger troughs 
of the New AVest. ‘Tve kind of hroughl Alibott with me ” 


ident? Most Presidents are too old to worn' about s— like 
tliat!” Aa for his ow'n battles with temptation on the roaii, 
\Yilhe and his crew long ago came up Nrith im ufiicial policy: 
"We leave tow'n eai'ly'.” 

Keeping on the move has always been a Willie tivulemai'k. 
Daniel Lanois is such a sonic peifectionist that it oRen la3<es 
him months to cut an album, but w hen the Grammy-winning 
producer of Bob Dylan's Tune Old of Mind and Emmylou 
Harris' Wrecknu/ Ball hunkered dow'n in an old California 
movie theater to record Teatro, it took....four days. Wiich is 
not to say it feels to.ssed off: A spooky' llanienco hayride of a 
recorrl, 'lifAfro praves that after 2Vd albiUTLs over the cniu'.se of 
four decades, Willie Nelson is hitting another moment of cre- 
atii'f* fervor “I’m so used to making records where one h;us 
to labor, it sort of caught me by' surpri.se.” Lanois man els, 
"Willie reallv tiiisls first takes.” 


IN THE FRONT Of HIE BUS IS A IV, CNN IS BLASTING THE NEWS THAT BILL 
Clinton ha-s bombed outposts in Sudan and Aigbanistaii an 
event of weird significance fur one ol the sun's of iliify ilie IMhj 
Willie .isles if I w ant tu watch a video. I suggest he might |ire- 


fer to catch up wiih the military showdown instead. “The 
w ar's about over, probably', ’ lu* laughs. "We re gonna ini.'^s the 
wliule f -in' war,just guin'to Boiililer’ 


Uillie niui cutiK* across :ls tiu* uii-( linton he-'^ inhaled, lies 
fooled arouiul, he doesn't lie alioiit it—lint hes actually (|ilick 
to ro)-gT\e Slick Willie Ills aiiioroii'- misadventures “1 lliink 
any male oil the planet will have sy miiathie," foi' wliere he's 
at." he say ^ “Most of us can w itlistand ewrytliiiig hut temp- 
laiK-ii And a miy who's bnitiharded as much a.s lie i.s, as Pres- 


EVENTLiAlLY WILLIE AND I DO WATCH A MOVIE, AN UECOUING MADE FOB CDS 
Western calkiil Out la tv JuMtee. My criticiil faculties lU'e fairly 
waiTied at tliis point, but I fhhik Willie luitl Kris Kristoffei'snn 
])lay' old gunslLngei's w'ho teiun up to avenge the death of a fel¬ 
low desperado, played by Way Ion Jennings. 

After a few minutes Willie pick.s u]> the phone. "Hey, Wuy- 
kiii,” lie says. ‘T just watched you file again in that movie,” 

Maybe it's the thin t'oloradu air, but by nmv the phi'ose 
nnir hif/li has taken on a new' meaning. Suddenly I have 
come to believe that Willie Nelson is a great Americjui sage, 
that sculptors should carve his .saintly' visage into Mount 
Kushmure, that Ontlan' Jniiiice is a cinematic masteiT-iiece, 
that., , Cl'.. .uh, dude, could you pass the potato cliips? ■ 
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It's a game of good-narured one-upmanship that has 
repeated itself since the first Saturn rolled off the line some 
seven ) ears ago. One that is won by microns and microscopic 
stress fractures. And one that is played by folks like design 

engineer B>'ron JohiTson and test engineer Will Bothe. 

Byron’s job is to make our cars last. Will’s job is to tear them 
apart. (It’s as close to a rivalry as you’re likely to find around here.) 

Which is to sav, they don’t go at it like Democrats and 
Republicans. But they still manage, in the most Saturn of 
\\'ays, to get in their digs. Say a part B\ ron designed doesn’t 
pass Will's tests. Then let the taunting x'oice mails begin. 
And if it does? Then the reverse holds irue. Now, this sort of 
competition isn’t limited to Byron and Will; it’s repeated by 
each of the 500 engineers who work here, bach going a nuiek 
insult here, a g(M)d-narurcd jab there. I Itimatcb ending m 
some realK great cars waiting at vour fnendh Saturn retailei, 
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QlltSnOH: WHAT CMPY CELEBRITY-STUDOtD GAME 


SHOW IS MAKIMfi WITH A $25 IIILl lOH FACE - 


Un? AHSWER: YOU NEED TO ASK? 


KEN’ IT ( r)Vi:? Tfi TAKING EASY sHOT:^. 
il docYp/L rr.ucli bcUcr Lhar. //o//f/ 
n'ond S<'j‘ ^ -il"'!. f I 

doubk' cnUr.ibr Jokt ' ■ ■ 

could raakr a ch(‘'.vilLi luloii. a 
rcincanialion clehui:? SepL 14 (check local 
ib*tinii.'). can iVf- l a collccU'. c U h j 
R illing.', fot one ihing The (ingmal- 
which ran tor 14 'ca'on.' beginning in 
\cjiii)—ri\eriiged a ccia hi ahliv -1 [nilhon 


household vic-weiv per season. Yes, Sy/anr.'^ 

’Sl> but the John Davidson-hosted affiur was a bust. The . tia- 
teg^' to avoid another fiasco? Bump it up to an A-l^t coined 
event." sa>- Sean Ben,‘. a VT onic'velopnicmt at KingV^o 
the new show’s producer. '■It's a big paity with big stai. th. 
the average Amencan dreains of being invited to. 

Altliough Icing World is keeping mum, indu.^tiy iiisii cis 
estimate lhat Square, uill cost about .125 million a year, or 
^bOO.OOU a week, to produce, maldng it the most expensive 
game show ever produced. A big chunk of that money will go 
to pa\nng top-drawer wnters and producers (many aie (. omic 
Relief vets) and the show's centenhece (and center sciuare), 
Wlioopi Goldberg. The TV neophyte will eimn an estimated 
•ST 5 million for toiUng a total of 3(3 days per yetu*. which worlis 
out to a nice daily wage of $208,333. (Billy Ci^stal mid Jason 
Alexander turned down $9 million and $3 million, respec¬ 
tively.) “We paid her Mexico and France." jokes I eny But 
senouslv. her Q rating and recognition factor are huge. 

I Goldberg, who will also executive-produce (i.e., personally 
call pals like Antonio Banderas and mitney Houston to be 
.cium es), explain, her motivation- “I got my Oscar; I got my 
Grammy; I got my Golden Globe. Every time I tuim ai*ound 
there’s a f— uig movie on TV I don’t remember being in. N uw 
I I just want to have fun," she says. "Sm e. people have said it's 
I a dumb thing for me to do and it must mean it’s over !or me. 

I but I let the show speak for itself. 

I In eavesdropping on a w eek's woiih of shows, shot back-tu- 
I back one Sauu-clay in .August. EW got an uai-rtll from tho 
I premier w ecids guest list (a substantial, il' not iiiiite quantum, 

I leap beyond Li'l 01' Winemaker Charley Weaver): chat diva 
I Rosie O’Donnell, comedian Rita Rmlner. Lan't/ Saudn; 

I Jeffrey Tambor, CBS Tins Moninuj’^ Mark McEwen. 

I XnrsRadio^ Andy Dick. Ju,t Shoot J/.A Enrico Colaiitoni. 

I V( routed', ( huer, Kathy Najimy. and Arsenio Hall (who 
I canceled lu.'L jmor b> taping due to a family emergency; 
I comedy wiiLer Bmce Wlanch filled in) A^ide from Mime gift 
I baskets—Hulgan scarves and lies, Suiiy (TJ placers, Ohvei 
I Peoples sunglasses—and the smorgasbord supplied by 
I caterer Wolfgang Puck, the guest >tars get zip Instead el a 
I paycheck. King World has agreed In make licmaiiuns it, 
I cerlain sUus' tavorile chanHe.', a ploy lhai al.so woi'ked t<>r 
I future X's and OV Sharon Slone and Gaidh Brooks. 01 ihesr 
I celebs who lia\ e declined to be squares, Goldberg says, ‘ S' une 
® people are jusi loo hip or Loo inlroveiied Y.,u liave lu l ie <ible 
lo coir.e ualh fun in youi bearl or il won't work " She plans in 
cmdaci. Will Sinilh and Robeii De Niro in ihe neai iiilun 
r.nb's vr:y 1 1 > shy. Goldbt i g explains nf Lins iia.si 
i.alikelv MV. .c lio.i i-ai tit-iiunl. Bill mlu 11 nllv. he's tun 
iiittugh iKihaj),- nol a-^ (luick with the .X-ial.-d irlnci 
A’iun Pei r» 'oys ‘ i hi.' is dctiniU ly nnt yoiii gT..i!idlallier~ 
.st/ftot.S,' Im’s H‘leiiuig a' iiiulIi m rle-^ 'ab\ 
conlenl :us lo ihi rccnlving ilooi' <>f 'tcllai- >(|u.u-C' I’lu-i e'.' 1'(1- 
b’. ni.ilerial lo !“■ -.me iSam|>li' iiiU 'tinii ‘'Hn a h"l nnime) 
night, Manila Slcwarl suv^ Uieiv i' in.lliing iii.in- di ln mu- 
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I than what?" To which Bruce “I inhentecl the Bitter Queen 
sciuare from Paul Lynde" Vilanch replies, “A good 
spanlting?") But also enough male and female geniUilia jokes 
to make a .sailor blu.sh. Question: “Aurora borealis is best 
known us the North Star, noiihcni liglits, or a blade hole?” 
Goldberg re.sponcis: “Well, Ctu the lilack hole..." 

The audience eats it up, though wisecracking host Tom 
Bergeron {Fa.r After BrmkJdHl) wonders whether the racier 
stuff will make the final cut. Then again, i.s what we'ce been 
reading in our daily new'spapers—summed up by Bergeron lus 
“blow'job blow job, embiussy' blows up, blow job blow job, oh. 


by the way, relnbulioii, blow job blow jnb, stock nnirkei got-s 
up. blow job blow jctb"—any les.s liusu-loss ' 

So far, 14b TV stations finon* Ih.iti N.5 percoml ttf thi* 
coiinti'y—ami 80 ]]ercrnt is L-onsidered really gooil) ha^e 
picked iij) Sfjiiurt ,, with top markets paying iq.iwanls of 
.SldO,(J()() per week- They and King VVoiid are lumking on 
Amenca's toleiimee fur tlie ri-s<jue, in addition to a nostalgia 
for this Idt.sdiiesi of game show s, ('eitainly the first i (4eh 
participants are slarry-eycnl. Says ('olanlonn 'Thi.s wholi' 
thing liihs blown my mind. I can’t wait to watch it on T\' It s 
eiYizy. I’m a s([uare!'’ ■ (Addiiiouol rriiortniij luf Jm Fhnti 
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A CRITICAL LOOK AT THIS WEEK IN ENTERTAINMENT 


Chips Ahoy 


As a poker-faced whiz kid, Matt Damon holds all the cards in 
Rounders, a lively high-stakes drama, by Owen Gleiberman 


Rounders 


StARHING 

Matt Damon 
Edward 
Norton 

MIRAMAX 
hAiEO n 
11-1 MINUirS 


T H !•: i; K • > \ r I- [; i; 11 11 

moment niiiUviiy i hr'iiiyFii 
Rounders m wJik-h .Miko .Mi - 
Deiinott I Matt Dimion). a wiz¬ 
ard ly young cardsharp, dr- 
sciibe? u'hat it'', like to jilay a 
hand of jinker ag^iiust \ oui' ba¬ 
sic, evervflav sucker—the 

7 ft L 

kind of blind amateu!' you’d 
find clinging to tlie itihles in 
Atlantic City. The sucker, nr 
(hh, inevitably thtnlcs that he's 
got the game all figtired out. 
“If a fish acts strong." exiilaiits 
Mike, “he’s bluffing. If he acts 
meek, lie's got a hand." Simple 
3 as tliat, Wliat's mfty— 
and funny—is the way 
that Mike lays out, and 
ridicules, a style of 
bargain-basement de- 
cejilion that’s probably 
about cLs fill* as most of 
us e\'er gel in pnlcer. 


Mike ha.s gotten a lot far¬ 
ther. He's a great jiolter jilay- 
en and not just hecau.se he can 
count cards or mainUun a face 
a.s tioncommiUal as the Bu<I- 
dha’s. Milte watches the ntlier 
player.s and, in effect, reads 
their minds. With each card 
dealt, he* drinks in the reaction 
of his conijx'titoi’s—the niicj*<e 
scupic glints of an.xiety and 
satisfaction that let you know, 
if you’re a savvy enough stu¬ 
dent of human nature, just 
what's going on in the hand of 
the pei*son aei'oss the table. 

Mike, a Manhattan law .stii- 
dent, IS a born hu.stler. or 
“rounder“ who eams his tu¬ 
ition in high-stakes backiDuni 


POKER PACES Romkf^ Uol, 
Norton, Damon, and Famlm Janssen 
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ciU'cl panics. Poke,]*, not law, is 
his passion, ami the fun of 
the movie is the way it puts 
us nghi inside the psy“cholog- 
ical rush of the game In 
RouiKh va, poker i.s a contest 
of inll, deception, and dannp, 
and Lite luck of the draw is viv- 
Liialiy beside the point. It’s a 
duel of psy ch-outs, with the 
hkuTs layered ou lop of other 
bluffs, then undercut by the 
biggest bluii of all' the hand 
that turns out to be exactly 
wliat the player implied it was 
(and therefore shouldn't have 

j' 

been). Por most of RoiDidns, i 
wc hardlv see the hands be- 
ing dealt, and that mirrors , 
what’s going on in Milec, who | 
barely needs to see tho^e i 
cards He's betting on the 1 
eyes of the player.-. ' 

It may seem a bit much that | 
Matt Damon is playmg yet iin- j 
other genims. after Good Wdl ^ 
Hii vfuig, but Damon is a mag- | 
iciil actor His mind, as shaiii | 
and fociL'td as a laser, beam- i 
out of the face of a vivacious 
choirboy, and, m neai'ly everv 
1 scene, he in\ntes you to share 
I the jet-pi opelled pleasure of i 
I lus precocious agility No actor j 
I since Tom t.'i’uise has made Ml- 
I Amencan ch u u so chiuis- 
I matic During the caixl games, 

I Damon -speaks to us on the 
I soundtrack, throwing insider 

I ixiker lingo aj'ound like contet- 

I li and milking the audience hu- 
I cocon.'^piratoi '. and it’s one of 
I the rai'e occasions of in.spu'cd 
I voice-over We re hungry to 
I know wl'lut'^ in thi- kid’s mind 
I Dii’ected by Jolm Dahl {The 
I La-^i Sfdvd loni. from a smpi 
I by Da\id Levien and Brian 
I ICoppeltruin. Rotniders doesn't 
I have much of a plot Mike, af- 
I ter one too many hustle^, lo.-- 
I es hi*- girlfriend, played by 
I newcomer Gretchen Mol 
I (w ho'.s like a lacquered Henee 
I Zellweger with an even littler- 
I girl voice!, and he hook^ 
I up with hi? old pal Worm 


(Edward Norton), a sleazy, ■ 
scinffed-oul hellion who hci> H 
just gotten out ot tlie slammer I 
Wonn is in debt to a local mob- I 
ster. and keeps getting into I 
more debt’, the only one who I 
can save him is Mike, the ■ 
straight shooter who’ll never | 
let a buddy dowm It the stoiy ■ 
sounds familiar, it is—it's yet I 
another .l/con Stri ct^ Lite. I 
The “bond” between Mike and I 
Worm IS. by now, a rather I 
flimsy convention. Still, the I 
1 two chai-acters iU'o con\incing- I 
ly m thrall to the excitement I 
of gambling, and the lilm I 
makes that addiction iialpable. I 
Norton, cast in what might I 
have once been the Scan Penn I 
role i hideous sliirts, screw- I 

H 

you attitude), gives Worm a I 
-hifty. amphetamine soul and I 
a pleasing alacrity"—^at the Taj I 
Mahal in Atlantic City. Wonn I 
bolts for a hooker just so that I 
lie can focus his concentration. I 
Norton’s pcrlormance neter I 
really goe,s anywhere, but 
I that's okay, smee the story" is 
\ ju.st an excuse Lo lead the 
characters from one poker 
table to the next 
j Rfttiiidfi','^, in the end. 
j doesn’t have cjuite enough 
wild cards. There’s a good, 
j tense scene in which Mike and 
I Woi'm get aiught hustling at a 
table of cops. but. for the most 
jiail, w e know just whci e tbe 
j story is headed: to the in- 
' cMtablc, bet-ii-all. gambling- 
I as-metaphor-for-life show- 
■ flown The film’s zestiest 
I .suipnse IS the succulent ham- 
! bone ihealric.s of John Mal- 
kovich. w ho play.- Teddy IvGB. 
i a .-lo\ enly Russian poker w hiz, 

I w ith an arresnngly clieesy 

I 

malevolence and an acce nt as 
j thick a.- Mo?ccw fog I'unny? 

' You bet, hut anyone w ho 
I laugh- this |>erf(n man' e nlf 
hicsn’t regi>lertf! how dt-tqily 
tlie mi--ehic\ oils M.ilk'oidi r- 
in on the joke He’- Ruurth i 
ace in the hole. B 
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m PEAK PERFORMANCE Tony Scott has directed plenty of 
cliff-hangers (T/ie Fan, Crimson Tide), but now the director’s 
gearing up for the real thing: He’s talking with Matt Damon 
about starring In Oh Baby Sky, a study of extreme climbers. 
“It's not about rock climbing, It’s about the Insanity of the 
guys who do it," says Scott, who conquered Yosemite National 
Park’s grueling El Capltan last year, “They do It on acid or 
pot. They’re insane.” 

■ THE GAMBLER Speaking of 
going out on a limb, maverick 
James Toback Is following his 
acclaimed Two Girls and a Guy 
with a breathless plunge of his 
own: He’s shooting Black and 
White —a $1.5 million Indie about 
white New York kids Infatuated 
with hip-hop culture—without a 
complete script, Usingjust char- 
I acter sketches, a plot outline, and 
a cast that Includes Robert 
Downey Jr., Ben Stiller, Edward 
I Furlong, Casey Affleck, boxer Mike 
I Tyson, hip-hop Impresario Power, 

I and rap stars like LIT Kim, Foxy 
I Brown, and the Wu-Tang Clan’s 
I Baekwon, Toback hopes to cap- 
I ture spontaneous on-set sur- 
I prises. “If it works, It’s going to 
I be extraordinary, because so 
I many different kinds of people will 
I be revealing themselves in it," he 
I says. “But It's going to he a leap 
I intothevold.” So far Chris Black- 
I well's Palm Pictures, the company 
I putting up the cash, backs the experiment. Executives, says 
I Toback, “have basically said, ‘Fine, anything you want. Just 
I deliver a movie.' That’s just about unheard of." 

I ■ furthermore While World War 11 movies are hotter than 
I shrapnel right now, the next wave of Hollywood combat could 
I renew the vogue for muskets and trlcornered hats. Saving 
I Private Ryan's writer Robert Rodat and producer Mark Gor- 
I don are pollshingoff a scrlptset In colonial times. "We can’t 
I get Into too much detail," Gordon demurs, “but we've Just 
I finished an American Revolution project, which will be as 
I powerful, in its own arena, as Byan." ■ 
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Introducing New Advil Liqui-Gels. 

Foster and slronger on tough pom than Extra Strength TylenoT 
Its the first and only pain reliever m a fast-acting liquid-tilled capsule 
Gentle on your stomach, too Headaches to muscle aches, 
new Advil Liqui-Gels mson faster relief 

ADVANCED MEDICINE FOR PAIN 


Advil 




















































B 

B- 

-- 

G 

c+ 

D 

C+ 

— 

C+ 

D 

C- 

c 

C- 

G- 

B- 

C+ 

— 

— 

— 

A- 

B 

B- 

B+ 

— 

— 

— 

G 

B- 

B 

B+ 

B- 

B- 

— 

B 

B 

A 

A 

A+ 

A 

A+ 

A 

A 

B+ 

A+ 

— 

— 

c 

C- 

B 

C 

B- 

C+ 

B 

B 

C 

B- 

c 


___ 


B 

A- 

B 

A 

C 

A 

C+ 

C- 

A- 

B 



Meanv Spirited 

Tenderness and compassion are in short supply in Simon Birch, a 
I tearjerker of a story about a tiny person with a giant-size heart 


[!' I uion't leak a tear at Simon 
Birch, I had the awTul feeling that Simon 
liimself would step off the screen, Purple 
Rose of Cairo style, and wave onions 
neai’ my eyeballs until they watered. Tliis 
tnmcatecl adaptation of a portion of John 
Irving's 1989 best-seller, A Prayer for 
Owen Meany, wius wTitten and directed 
in a labor of sticlcj^ love by MiU’k Steven 
Johnson (working with a far 
younger troupe than in Gntmpy 
and Grumpier Old Meu). And it 
allows for little of the dark and 
funny in Irving's picaresque 
morality fable. No room! Not with 
tlie buckets of batlios thrown our 
way, substituting for m;Lss-mai'ket 
spuitiuil uplift! 

Birch—originally Mean}'—is a dwarl 
child living in a scenic 19o0.s New 
Hampshire Lowni who sees himself iis an 
instrument of God. (It gives nothing 


Simon Birch 


STARRING 

Ian Michael 
Smith 

Ashley Judd 

HOLirWOOD 
RAfED l-G 
111 uinutes 


Tlie appeai'ance of this reasonably effec¬ 
tive novice actor, the very concreteness 
of his arresting physical presence, gets 
in the way of an easy embrace of fanta¬ 
sy, \Vliat was once a collusion between 
the author and the reader’s imagina¬ 
tion— here's a/rt?((£t,s(;rn( human hemp, 
touched hy the dnnue —bGcome.s a thick- 
witted lesson in differently-abledness, 
and how some of the most special 
people on earth come in most un¬ 
usual forms, etc. (One of their 
jobs, .saving able-bodied earth¬ 
lings from catasti'ophe.) 

Fell. (Or as Meany would 
screech. FEH.) Cinematogi*apher 

_Aaron E. Schneider {Kiss the 

Girls) ladles on halo-golden light. Vei-sa- 
tile score composer Mure Shfiimitn pays 
out schmaltz music by the yard. Attrac¬ 
tive actoi’s tuiTi in e;u-nest perfonnances, 
among them Joseph Miizzelio (blessedly 


away to sav that lie also accidentally 
kills his best frieml’s mother with a 
buseliall.) On the page, the tiny, Christ- 
like savior speaks ill a distinctively 
"strangled, emphatic, falsetto” voice, his 
ilialngiic rendered in capital letlet>. On 
sf'i'eeii, filayc'fl bv Ji-inch Ian Michael ^ 
Stntih, an 11-year-old dwarf. Simon j 
iii~t '-[lerihs, rind that s ([uite enough. 


natural) as Simon's best frieiul Joe, 
Ashley Judd as Joe’s ideal mom, Oliver 
Platt as her empathetic beau, David 
Stnithairn its a minister not in the clos¬ 
est of contact with the Almighty, and 
Jim Carrey, suiier-sincere, as the adult 
Joe, who narrates. The eyes weh. But 
the heart—ah, Uie heart remains trou- 
bled C- —‘Lisa Schwarzbauut 
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Deeper Welles 

I After 40 years, audiences are treated to Orson 
: Welles' masterpiece Touch of Evif —as he intended 


A H KC K N’TLV U N K A RTH E D j 
oS-page memo from Orscm 
Welles, describing changes 
the flu'ecior wished (uselessly, 
at the time) that Universal 
would make to Touch of Evil, 
was the blueprint for this 
splendid, definitive reedit of 
the film noir great, now made 
gi'eater. Ne\'er mind why the 
studio cliopped and “smoothed" 
Welles* 1958 adaptation of | 
ttdiit Mastei-son's pulp 
novel Badge of Evd in 
ways that diluted the 
filmmaker’s singular 
\ision; what matters is 
that this Ur-version, 
protluced by film schol- 
ai* Rick Schmidlin and 


finely etlited by Walter Mm'cli 
(an Oscar winner for The 
E<>iglish Patient), unspools 
^^-lth all the complex, unneiw- 
ing menace and nihilistic sub¬ 
text its wnter-tlirector had in 
mind all along. 

Indeed, just to see and hern* 
the extraordinary 3 minute 
and 20 second opening se¬ 
quence—a fluid tour de force 
tracking shot—without im- 
pediment of opening 
credits and street- 
sound-masking mo^he 
score IS accomplish¬ 
ment enough. But 
countless other small 
(and not so small) ad¬ 
justments deepen the 


Touch of Evil 

^^ARHINC 

Charlton 
Heston 
Janet Leigh 

OCTOBER 

hated PO U 

111 MINUTES 




stoi 7 of once-gi'eat, morally 
bankrupt American police 
chief Hank Quinlan (W^elles) 
and the upstanding Mexican 
j drug enforcer Mike Vargas 
(Charlton Heston, strikingly 
east against type) who hastens 
j Quinlan’s terrible, pathetic 
I dowTifall as the two pui*sue a 


mui'der case. Now, the sexual¬ 
ly chai'ged pandlel plot involv¬ 
ing the Iddnapping of Vai-gas’ 
wife (Jimet Leigh) gets its sin¬ 
ister due. And as for Mai’lene 
Dietrich as Quinlan’s seen- 
it-all friend and madam— 
mmmm, she was some kind of 
womiui. A —ES 



D uring the Teiiuride Film | 
Festival’s customary mid- 
fest mountalntop picnic, 
surprise guest Clint East- 
wood quipped to his Bridges 
of Madison County costar— 
and 1998 Teiiuride tributee— 
Meryl Streep, "You see, Fran¬ 
cesca, I didn't die. I’m back for the sequel.” 
Likewise undying Is the zealotry that led 
the more than 2,000 film loyalists to turn 
a cold shoulder on end-of-summer bar¬ 
becues—as well as posher festivals like 
Deauville and Venice—and spend their 
Labor Day respite sifting through a top- 
secret slate of movies In this old Colorado 
sliver-mining town. 

Celebrating Its silver anniversary, Tei¬ 
iuride offered fewer world premieres than 
usuaL a fair number of Its better-regarded 
films having already been the buzz 
of Cannes—Including John Boorman’s 


1 


i 


bravura gangster pic. The General, and 
Todd Solondz’s hate letter to suburbia, 
Happiness. But fllmgpers did get a first lis¬ 
ten to Streep’s latest dialect In Dancing at 
Lughnasa, an Irish period piece about girl 
powerlessness that met with mixed reac¬ 
tions. Ironically, It may have 
been the lone studio fea¬ 
ture, Disney’s delightfully 
original prep-school com¬ 
edy Rushmore, directed by 
Wes Anderson and starring 
BUI Murray, that garnered 
the closest thing to una¬ 
nimity- Inevitably bringing 
out the greatest zeal, in any 
case, was the fest’s canny 
historical programming, 

Including a Peter Bog¬ 
danovich seminar on John 
Ford which found the leg¬ 
endary high-plalns drifter 


or the panel. Teiiuride is "so noncomrner- 
ical and relaxed,” Eastwood says, “unlike 
Cannes, which I suppose Is the primary 
example of a madhouse.” 

Teiiuride managed to best Cannes with 
at least one premiere, of the Touch of Evil 
restoration, which was 
pulled from the Crolssette 
at the last minute because 
of a legal tussle with 
Orson Welles’daughter. “It 
was fitting that It be here,” 
says Evil costar Janet 
Leigh, a quick convert to 
the Teiiuride cult. “I’m 
sorry for the French-only 
because they never did lose 
faith In Welles. But there’s 
a purity about this festival, 
and now we’re seeing 
[the movie] almost pure 
Orson." — Chris Wlllman 
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L.A. Confidential 


goes public. 


The PalmTheater 


table DVD [jlayoi 


Video. 


I f DVD irocii Wander 


Panasonic 


just slightly ahead qI ourlffna 


The Week 

RcviDws by OV/EN GLEIBERMAN and LISA SCHWARZDAUM 


New Releases 

KNOCK OFF (TriStaK K) And now, 
a w onl or two from tht^spijin 
Ji,^ari-Cluntie Van Dninme u for- 
mtT big^ric in Honjz Konj^V imiUi- 
tion-brancl clothing business who 
gL Is UingliKi up with KiLssum mob- 
sters» rx^guG CIA agents, ami nm- 
dom biulclics^ “1 ill w ays marie a 
cjiKility piece of cnip ” \\1th such 
truth in aiivertising, it's hanl to get 
picky about tins happy piece of 
Hong Kong action schlock, ilirect- 
txi with ti ganneuto^ ap[^reaaUon 
for the gaudy by the redoubtable 
duT-ctor Thm Haiii (wlio never met 
a ^isual nov^elty he didn't like) Van 
Damme and ins cronies (including 
Lela Rochon, Paul Sor\’ino, and, 
for no Lmmcdintely griispable 
reason, Rob Schneider as Van 
Drurirne's rabbity sidekick) nice, 
sIKK-hI, shoot, chop, luifl zip tltrougii 
scenes of such festive mayhem, 
]ibt a clunky^ aflerthoughl, hke a 
lopsided fake Prada label on u 
cheap nylon knapsack. C+ — LS 

LETS TALK ABOITT SEX fFmc Line. 

R) In Troy Beyer's low-budget, 
ciuasi-V erilquosi-card bo aitl-flc- 
tion feature, a Lno of bodacious 
dome feminjsts discuss the joys of 
treating men like stud horses— 
and, at llie same time, they gripe 
about how men don^t seem to be 
much goiMl at anything but being 
stud horses. Tlie confessional erot¬ 
ic banter ls. at first, raunchy and 
lively, even if it does include loo 
many ‘'Say it, sister!" chestnuts 
about the emijowenneni of being 
On Top. the agony of men falling to 


slcei> alter sex. ami so on. Tlien, in 
the second Imlf the picture unniv- 
els into an embamssuig beach- 
culture therapy session complete 
with tears, bug^, power ballads, a 
wedding ring, niul wdiat may be 
the worst howler of a [uckup line 
ever uttei*ed by a new nude (“1 m 
in the pirocess of tlefending my dis- 
seilntion on seNiual iunbivalencc^''"). 
Tlie heroines luim so mushy-spiiit- 
ecl that Its as if a Sharon Stone 
man-e:iier had moiphed into Ally 
McBeol C- — OG 


MODUUTIQNS (Stmud, unrated) In 
lara Lee's heady documentary 
about the nse of electi'onic dance 
music,pai’iide of mix mastoi's. 
DJs, and postmodern synthetic 
noisemidcei's cliiul the fomiation of 
what might be calletl the AestheLic 
of the Holy Drum Trick: the trans¬ 
formation of the contemporary 
nightclub experience into a tribal 
ntual of ecstatic tunelessness. In- 
teniewing cvery'one from synthe^ 
si 7 .er pioneer Robert ^loog to in- 
heiitors like Moby and Future 
Sound of London (whose members 
agi^ee to speak only via computer), 
Li^e documents the way that 
techno, house, untl their vanous 
offshoots e^ olved out of the Jaaizzi 
pulsations of the origiiKil electixmic 
dLince liii, Donna SummePs'd Feel 
Love.^' tlirough the automaton clue 
of Kraftwerk and the visionoiy 
samplings of Afnka BambauLiaV 
‘T*lanet Rock A ModnUitmu.^ is 
spngbtly mul engrossing, >'ct theix^ 
are one too many bits in which 
some overexated scenester recalls 
the seismic moment wlicn "rave 


tumed into jungle/' and so lorth. 
Tlio movie is haunted by a ques¬ 
tion it never dai-es to ask—njunely, 
is tlie techno revolution, witli its 
near abobsliment of melody and 
hiUTiiomc architecture, tnily a pop 
advance, or is it the soundtnek for 
a newly depersonalized youtli cul¬ 
ture in which joy bos become in¬ 
separable from robotic submis¬ 
sion'^ B —OG 

SEE THE SEA and A SUMMER DRESS 

(Zeitgeist, niinited) V'rom Piuisian 
iilmmaker Franc^ois Ozon, two 
evocative, o<ld-leiigth films of con- 
siflerable panache iind, in the ciise 
of Sec the .SVfj, clinging psycbologi- 
Liil horiTir, too. On a spaixdy beauti¬ 
ful FtTeneh beach jskmd, the tlomes- 
tic routine of a sensual young 
motlier (Siu^lia Hails) lx^stless^v 
awaiting the retiUTi of her busi¬ 
nessman hiL^band while tending to 
Iwr baby daughter (Hails' real 
duld) US inteniqited by the appear- 
imee of an stnmge hackjuicker (Ma¬ 
nna de Van), who radiates sinister 


meniice. Ozon buUtls the crecpiness 
(with its thnminung sexual under¬ 
current) exquisitely, slowly, and 
unnerves by holding back In A 
Sitmmer Dress, a liVminute appe¬ 
tizer that precedes Sea, a young 
man on a beacli holiday moves 
with unconflicLed French ease 
between his boyfnend and a sexy 
young woman—another Ozon 
stranger—happy to shrug out of 
her frock wdieii the fancy strikes. 
No muss, no fuss. See the Scfr A- 
A /!>ms.s. B — LS 


In Theaters 


BLADE (R) Remember when Wes¬ 
ley Snipes \va.s an exciting actor? 
Here, he's east as a vampu'e-slay- 
ing suiierhero wdio is only half hu¬ 
man, ycl iPs Snipes who seems a 
bit of a zombie. Rlnde Ls the sort of 
glittenng Liiisb pile that makes 
you dread the words comic-hook 
fuorie. As a blotKlsncking club kid, 
Slejiheii Dorff brings style to a 
nothing nile. D 18, SepL 4) —0(j 


- ■ ■■■ - ^. 



WINNER OF THE WEEK 


Elizabeth 

Berkley 


The S^o^v^/rte veteran 
inches one step closer to 
respectability: She's in 
final talks to play Al 
Pacino's love Interest In 
Oliver Stone’s pigskin 
drama The League. 


LOSERS OF THE WEEK 



During the Deauville 
Festival In Normandy, 
where Saving Private 
Ryan screened to a 
standing ovation, Steven 
Spielberg reportedly 
chastised the Gallic 
government, explaining 
that he shot his Omaha 
Beach sequence In 
Ireland because France 
was Just too expensive. 


THE EELf / trd j Koji Vakil silt ^ 
vlio jilayod the olHce drone Inui.^- 
forinerl liy waltzing in Shaft Ur 
Daifte'^, >laiN ;is another reboni 
s.daryrH;ui in Slioli(>i Imanuu'a''^ 
artful ^lltlieiT drama. Here hi % a 
[^arulee—ruiivitleii of killing tus 
imlailhful wife'—wfiusct.^ u[i a bar- 
herd I(j[> jji a nvf'oidi h n, in^tnilL 
111- \)t i I’l I as hi- nnly cnufldaiUt, 
and (aiitjou^lv lunru 1 with a ni w 
w Oman (MiS:i I^hinii/ui In Rk en‘a- 
tiir - in.ilmg liabiT> and sMiggliiig 
lifi linaniiini ^ ^ a iMialli^l In 

f fie opsi I t am lialt le i tin ■ frigilt 
Mir’^idei’ A-h^iri '^epT IL -LS 


54 I 1 :i!. li lu . am I aioaleiin h i 
; 11 ei f M , j I It . I f 1 d I j L f-:e nuf I n^h 
15he ' ' r' - e - n I - ii dh |'a Ihm * 4 
" ,^1 ^ . .r> ■ li-' drr ,tiie niul Hu o 

idi 1IIt!' " h!\ an 


Pliillipjio, who louk.-^ like a hoy lo.v 
at a Fellini oi-gy; t^tru^ ;l> one of the 
barc-cliesUal biulenders. Dirt-elor 
Mark Christopher gets llie duffs 
]ihysic:d rlelails hiil utterly fails 
U) capture the atmo.spliere of 
swirling Dionysun excc^v Tlieiv s 
a glimmer o[ w liat the Him might 
have been, though, in the [u-rfor- 
maiice of Mike Myers, who plays 
Studio eo-owner Steve Ruhtll tis. a 
vengeful gargoyle jirci^iding over u 
kmgflom of beauty he ciui nile Init 
never join. C- {i/448, SepL 4) — 0(r 

SAVING PRIVATE RYAN (ID Steven 

Spielberg’s cfuc is a film of stagger¬ 
ing vnluosity and nnv l^iic iKWver. 
Tom Hanlvs Ls CapUiiii Millei', w4in 
lead.s hi.s platoon acro.^s the Nor¬ 
mandy countryside in search of 
Private Ryan, the only one of four 
enli.sted bnithei's who may still be 
alive. A (f^-142, July 1^4) —OG 

WHY DO FOOLS FALL IN LOVE (R) 

Frankie Lymoffs bnef stiir-lo- 
jimkie life sLorj', tumed into an un- 
engaging biopic from (Jregory 
Nava, The focus tin the fate 
singer's three wives (Halle Bony, 
Viviai A Fox, and Lela Rwbon) iLs 
they tluke it out for a piece of I y- 
mnns estate, hut we get no flis- 
cemible jioitniit of L>Tnon (Lrmjiiz 
Tate) at all C UMS Sept. 4) —LS 

WITHOUT LIMITS (PG-I H In Robert 

T\jwiieV cnthniJlmg sports dnirna, 
Billy CiaidLqj gives u peiibiiTuint'C 
of cnickling star [votency ,ls Steve 
PrefanUiine the faliled Dhinpic 
long-distance ninner of the '70s 
With his shaggy coni-sLlk haii: Prt‘ 
bums thmugh races like a muscu¬ 
lar version of the suung-buck 
Robe It RiHlfonl He's a new kind of 
hem, a track-and-field rock star Al 
the University ofOifgim, he conics 
under the wing of roach Hill Ik)w- 
erman, [Juyed with tnimijjhanl, 
winking inlelllgt-nce by Dniiald 
Sutherland Patientlw Ihnvt'nnan 
tries to teach liH fanatic proU'ge 
tlie value of pace ovi^r suj>t‘rhum;m 
exenion The rices are sequences 
ofnilr [ihysie;iJ and nilellet tual <*\- 
eiteiiient. ubseiwed from fjotli thi^ 
cmwds' and ninneiV jumits of vDw 
A" RM 4 !f, SefJt ID -OG 

YOUR FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS do In 

Ned LaButeV bleak, s<-athing. and 
utterly eomiH-lling film, a st^xti'L of 
urixin nuxlenis—among them 
Stilii r ('athenne Keeiu-r; and .la- 
S4iri Piiliic —turn sex intci warfan' 
Tlu‘ rigor of Lalhiie’s argumeTit, 
Hie siren gill of tile ainug and 
the bl-avaff j of tfie -rripi jHewers 
hi- uiiru rving stvniy to its mes- 
1114 rizingl> riu'^t rafiK' conclusion 
A Hi I lb/117. Aug L:i/28f - LS 

> > More reviews in EW Special 

EdltlonatvAvw.cwxom << 



HOT DOG Matt Dillon prepares to douse a combustible canine in Maty 


PROUD‘MARY 


3 


I N YEARS PAST, Labor Day weekend tradiUanally meant firing 
up the hibachi and watching Jerry Lewis pull a televised all- 
nighter. But on Labor Day ’9B, Americans opted to mark the end 
of summer by seeing Ben Stiller get his tallywhacker caught In his 
zipper. Yes, In a bizarre box office twist, the gross-out comedy 
TTiere's Something About Wa/y—which opened at No. 4 eight weeks 
ago—snared the No. 1 spot for the first time this summer. Granted, 
the four-day weekend wasn’t rife with competition—there was ac¬ 
tually only one major new release, Jean-Claude Van Damme's 
Knock Off, which pulled in a piddly $5.5 million. But Mary's late ap¬ 
peal proves that marketing muscle can still be trumped by strong 
word of mouth. Especially considering that Mary, which cost 
$24 million to make, Is neck and neck dollar-wise with the season's 
most hyped flick, Godzilla. Now, that’s our kinda gross-ouL 



THESES SOMETHING ABOUT MARY 
BLADE 

SAVING PRIVATE RYAM On 

KNOCKOFF h-Star 

EVER AFTER t f*j’ 

54 .Un’PrrJYLf 

WHY DO FOOLS FALL IN LOVE 

ITiinrt r/M.. 

SNAKE EYES /'ilnf iJifjMiLf 

THE PARENT TRAP IVu/i Ih,,,. 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE 
BACK ,ufJ'i ( '(“ilJui'i^ ^•Li' 

ARMAGEDDON 

DANCE WITH HE ( 

DEAD MAH ON CAMPUS 

THE MASK Of ZORHO rnX'n. 

THE NEGOTIATOR 

YOUR EftlENDS^ NEIGHBORS 
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GOTHAM PRINCIPAL SPONSORS 

Artisan EjjiterQinment. Creative Artists Agcnc/. DuArt Film And Video. Eastman Kodak Companjr, fo* Searchlight Pictures. 

Imperial Entertainment Group. Lite Show with David Letterman The New York Observer. Sundance Channel. 
Trimark Pictures. Winstar TV and Video and its affiliates Non Fiction Films. Inc.iFo* Lorber Associates Inc. i 

“the hipsters’ Oscars” 

NrwYork ^^a^aztn^l 

FOR TICKETS OR TABLE INQUIRIES 

, Please call Corpomte Affairs at (212)838-6033 

i 


AH proceeds ore m support of the fndependent Feature Project, 
a not-for-profit membership organization committed to assisting 
fiJmmakers and promoting independent film as on art form 


Benefit Chairman 

TOM ROTHMAN 


Masl'er of Ceremonies ' 

JOHN LEGUIZAMO ' 


GOTHAM PREFERRED PRINCIPAL SPONSORS 

ABSOLUT VODKA, Astium Entertainment Services. Bravo Cable Network. The Directors’ Guild of America. 
Ernst a Young LLP. Rim Rnanccs. Inc. Fine Line Features. Hallmark Entertainment.The Hollywood Reporter. 
Home Box Office. ICM, Loeb a Loeb LLP. Miramax Films, New Line Cinema, October Films, Sloss Law Office PC 


SIDNEY LUMET*' 

Lifetime Achievement Award: presented by Al Pacino 

DARREN ARONOFSKY ' 

Open Palm Award: presented by John Waters 

RICHARD LaGRAVENESE 

VVriter Award: presented by Danny DeVito 

I 

FRANCES McDpRMAND 

Actor Award: presented by Willem Dafoe 

DAVID PICKER 

Producer Award- presented by John Schlesinger 

SONJA SOHN & SAUL WILLIAMS 

Perry Ellts Breakthrough Award; presented by Rosie Perez 

GOTHAM PRESENTING SPONSORS 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
underwmien by BRAVO CABLE NETWORK 

Open Palm Award 
under/.ntter by ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

Actor Award 

undcT.-.nrten by GRAMERCY PICTURES and WORKING TITLE 

Film Tribute 

undcmvnrten by THE INDEPENDENT FILM CHANNEL 

Wnter Award 
u^dc-r^■/r.^cn by THE NEW YORK TIMES 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT GROUP 

Pen'v Ellis Breakthrough Award 
undersvnlTeo b)’ PERRY ELLIS INTERNATIONAL 

Producer Award 
1 J^deI^v^ncn by VARIETY 


I 



The Groove Tub e 


mtn I he ’Ml' Thi.' 
wilh-d mii^uiiih'r 
iilinj; nf t In.- jji'i tinl 
he particiiliir \ vur in 
fh the .■'t-ru-'- ^ft. 
i). wa.-.. 1(1 lie "iirt . 

yc.ir Ilf Harr\ 
iliiiuV ”I Wrili' (111' 
"ami 

tlt/i f 'fJJ/M .S A' I I I ' 

(ami. 1"= It iht'i'iy 

fure anv woininr, 
^ ‘ 

lilt* veal' Phil Och^ 
liangeti himself! 
It als(.> a year i if 
tonscioils IIres. 

Dylan hymninti tlie 
isoned bo\in’ Rubin 
iTicane" Carter in 
hope of sparking- a 
iai: Bruce Sprintr- 
n hopping the fence 
'Jracelami in the 
e of ]jo\v\vo\ving 
Elvis Pre-sley only 
e tliwartetl by 
weren’t impressed 
the nascent Boss 
recently appeared 
imultaneous c■ovel•^^ 
i.MF, and Ncu'iiiri (‘k. 
the veiT next vear. 
1 Sight 

rr aiifi punk rock 
le form of the Sex 
ols would ofncially 
ve, at which Fntint 
rock-cultural hell 
id break loose. 
fuif '7 Os Sir on' is 
when the volatilil v 
tliat li-uly charaeterized this 
period—tlu' sense tliat the 
tiine.s they were n-changiiT. 
to a funky beat—seej.is into 
it.s golden aura of fun. In the 
.suburb of Point Place, Wis,. 


Iffith a heavy dose of I\/1g Decade nostalgia, Thst 70s S/iowhustles to 
fill Kifm of the HUrs coveted Sunday-night Fox slot, by Ken Tucker 


rin- liiil .M IMil V AN IMAT- 
ed, tirigl'il yHlow sniiley-laee 
luiHuii!- that .^er\e a.-^ 
iii‘lwicn-'ccni's IlUMCtnation 
till- That 70s Show arc a ^^g- 
tvil III O' tli.il till- licu 'il- 
. iiiti ill ’ M .il ill*' dc( aiir of 


the title with the s^ame 
cam]LV mock reverence as, 
say, the recent Bnidg Hniirli 
feature films did. (And by 
scant eoincidenee, the first 
flick was cooked up by the 
s.ime people, wi'iler-|>ri)duc'- 


ers Bon me and Terry Tur¬ 
ner.) In order to jjarody thmu. 
the ’70s are positioned a.s the 
last ga-sp of pop-culture inno¬ 
cence, a ])reh'di^ to the del¬ 
uge of slicdi, debilitating 
irony that would grea-scy our 


we find 1 7-y(,*ar-o]d Fii-ie 
Forman (the wonderfulIv 


deadpan Topher (3race) us¬ 


ing )ii.s family 's basement rec 
I'oom to watch T\n guzzle 


SPIRITS OF 76 (SacKItftto 
right) Grace, Prepon; (Tront, t. 
to r.) Valderrama, Kuteber, tiila 
Kunis, Danny Masterson 
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smugglLMl beer, and smoke 
the rai'e joint in the compa¬ 
ny or pals. These include the 
handsome goofball Kelso 
(Ashton Kuteher); a lilissful- 
h bal’fled exchange student. 

t. ■■ 

Fez (Wdmer Valderrama); 
and Erie’s next-door neigh¬ 
bor and lifelong pal. Donna 
(the if possible even move 
wonderfully deadpan Laura 
Prepon), a lanky redhead 
whose charms have sudden¬ 
ly. confu.-'ingly, been made 
manifold now that Eric’s 
hormones ha\ e kicked in- 
Eric and Donna are, as a 
conseciuence, conducting the 
most touchingly awkward 
yet funny courtship on cur¬ 
rent television. 

Enc also comes equipped 
with a pair of prickly par¬ 
ents—a neiTOUs, gigglj' mom 
played by Debra Jo Rupp 
(Fnends) and a crank}’, cymi- 
eal dad played by Robocop’s 
Kuilwood Smith. Their car- 
toonishness—the way they 


fuss and snipe and wony' o\ er | 
their son—would be exces- ! 
sive u’ere it not being played 
agairust Enc’s poker-faced in¬ 
credulity (really. I cannot 
prai-se enough the deftness of 
Gi’ace, this is his first series, 
and so far, he’s uncori'upted 
bv the snarkv school of 

■- b- 

sneery-teen TV acting). 

The show was cocreated 
by the people who brought 
u.^ .ird Rock Frotu Hie Sim, 
the Turners, but '70>i i_<, mer¬ 
cifully, more grounded than 
that silly silly-aLien sitcom. 
As in the "Wayne’s World” 


sketches the Turners wrote | 
for Sff ( iivday Night Lin\ the n 
basement rec room becomes ■ 
a breeding ground for ado- 1 
lescent rebellion, a dank I 
dream factory where the N 
kids plot to sneak out and I 
drive all the way to Milwau- I 
kee to see a Todii Rundgren I 
concert because they''re so 
into “Hello It’s Me," 

That their car, of course, 
breaks down and their petty 
infraction is endangered is a 
plot turn that could have 
come out of an episode of the 
original Bvadij Biiuch show. 

In subsequent weeks, Eric 
has tried in \ ain to forestall 
a .surprise birthday party, 
and grajiples with mixed 
masculine feelings when 
Donna beats him repeatedly 
at one-on-one basketball. 
What '70.S' possesses that 
.ivd Rock never will is a 
heart; it is unafraid to ven¬ 
ture into sentimental territo¬ 
ry and emerge with some¬ 
thing more solkl tlian 
cheap-shot jokes and 
sniggering slapstick. 

If the show some¬ 
times gets things a 
tad wrong (as my 
colleague Chris Will- 
man points out, Todd 
Rundgren was by 
this time a few yeai-s 
past his pure-pop 
phase and well into more in¬ 
sufferable expenmental rock 
with his band Utopia), well, 
the season is still young, anil 
so is 107(3. Isn’t there an en¬ 
tire episode to be written 
about the kids' discovery of 
Rick Dee.'^’ “Disco Duck’"' 
.A.nd will Eric and Donna do 
their first slow dance to Rod 
Stewart’s "Tonight’s the 
Night" or to something from 
Boz Scaggs’ SilL /Jep/v’c.s? 
On Sunday nights as a 
p['e-A'-/'7/i s plea''UrL‘, Tlmt 
'?Ofi Shoii Is out of this 
work) B+ 


■ TRIMMING THE FAT As couch potatoes get ready to veg In 
front of the tube for the new season, net execs are worried 

that they may have a lot of extra 
TV-watchlng time on their hands 
now that the Industry Is being 
gripped by a downsizing craze. 

At NBC, employees are being 
1 'H-V'V*'! told to think twice before using 

1 their cell phones and to book 

cheapo plane fares. CBS cut its 
party budget for Its summer press 
tour and Is looking to trim 200-300 
Jobs. ABC ts also scrutinizing its 
staff with an eye to layoffs. And all the nets are trying to own 
as much programming as passible to keep costs down. 

You didn't think that NBC’s renewing fflfor $13 million an 
episode and CBS’ spending $500 million annually to get foot¬ 
ball back would come without casualties, did you? CBS Corp. 
president and COO Mel Karmazin bet Wall Street analysts that 
the ^e would turn a profit in the coming year, and few think that 
can be done without layoffs. Consequently, every department— 
especially the news division—Is getting the once-over. Fortu¬ 
nately, the exit of high-priced shows like CybUl and Murphy 
Brown means costs are already down. Eye insiders Insist that 
the NFL contract Is not to blame for the austerity (they point 
out that the sports department Is in fact staffing up), but that 
seems about as likely as the Saints’ winning the Super Bowl. 

“With programming costs rising and the audiences declin¬ 
ing, if you’re going to make It, you have to take some costs out,” 
says media analyst Tom Wolzien of Sanford C. Bernstein & Co. 

Panic pervaded the Peacock when employees recently had 
to detail their Job descriptions. An NBC exec says the net is 
simply tracking costs so it can remain the only profitable net¬ 
work and that no layoffs are planned. So, for NBC staffers. 
Working Is more than just the title 
of a sitcom—for now. 

■ CUTTING REMARKS When Friends 
makes its syndication debut, the 
first episode will sport seven min¬ 
utes of never-before-seen footage, 

Including a song performed by Phoe¬ 
be. The one-hour special debuts 
Sept. 21, and no, the cast didn't hold 
out for extra money to release the 
unseen material. ■ 



I Camryn 

off about har well-deserved Emmy nomr j > > 

nd a certain skinny TV lava/er. by Dave Karger 


Academy ha^ bestowed upon her a dra¬ 
matic Best Supporting Actress nod—fi¬ 
nally has people mentioning her in the 
same breath as Emmy instead of Emme. 

*T just started to sob," says Manheim, 
;37, of hearing about her 
nomination, wJuch places 
her among vetenin can¬ 
didates like ER's Gloria 
Reuben mirl Laiu-a Innes, 

NYPD Blue'n Kim De¬ 
laney, and Touched by 
au All gel’s Della Reese. 

"It felt like an ancient 
stniggle wa^ over." 

That struggle was 
with Hollywood's size 
discrimination, whicli 
had her obsessive!}' pop¬ 
ping amphetamines to 
com ml her weight, al¬ 
most fatally overdosing 
in 1!)87. "1 wa-s suicidal, 1 
was a dmg addict, I hat¬ 
ed myself, I hated my 
body, I didn't knmi what 
I really had to li\ e for," 

.-'he say^. “1 was a mess." 

Manheim's work as an 
inli'ri.avle)' foi' the deal 
rher llueiicy in sign lan- 
ciiage "i'iL-- .'■liou ca.-'ed in 
.ifu f’lifln'i- ( piMiile) 

licipiJil linfi>t tl(0‘ seli- 
. .ii'cii \nd slie dream--- 


gossipy secretary, Ekime, ami \\h<- I’l- 
cently tra\eletl to Euro[ie uiLh .Manlieim 
"She came down tile hall and \iein. ‘All 
right, e\ en'l-iody come out. I'm < amn. r 
Manlieim'’ TliaiS exactly who she i.'-. ’ 
And she's not biidgmg After the -.uc- 
self-written Off lirnaii 
way sliow, Uo/o I'p. Tm Fnt i-oon to (k- 
jjublished by Broadway Bnolcsi. AkmlKiio 
wa.s offered sitcom deals at se’.entl net.- 
(including Fox) hut tumed them d'jwn. “I 
decided it would hurt me to lie the fat 
funny girl for the re.-i of my life.” s,i\ s 
Manheim. \i ho had her fill of that m film.- 
like The Ro(t‘i lo Wellnllr und Rafni/imd 
Michele's High Sr lino! R* iiutim. 

Next. Manheim appears a^ an enig¬ 
matic loner in Todd .So- 
londzs contmvei'sial dr.i- 
ma Happnn s.s (out in 
October), For now. 'he’.s 
undei'scanrlably proud of 
her stereotype-bucking 
Praciicr creation; "It ' 
an alternative image to 
the 8o-]Hiund l:iwyei> ue 
see on other net works. " 
{Wlio on raiih could she 
be talking about?) And 
though she's realistic 
ah out the Se[tt bl Ein- 
niys (her take Iniie.s 
.should win, Reuben ii'iUt, 
she still iiut her most cal¬ 
culating foot forward in 
.selecting her Pnirlte. 
tapes for Emmy votei's 
"I .sent the epLscKle where 
1 find out that my bov- 
friend Ls a criminal: "Li iok 
at her being vrilnerable! 
Let's |>ick her!' And then 
I .sent the one when 1 
represented a fat wom¬ 
an: 'F.at girls ereerget 
nomiiKited! Look at that 
fat girl go''" Exactly. ■ 


icar winner Maiiee jAIathn 
"he Pm< ticf as Ellelior’s 
T. Pivcficr and Ally Mr Bra I 
id Kelley and Maiiee recent- 
ei'sation," Manheim reports, 
sajing how much she loved 
ivul said, T can't put you on 
n'll kdl me!’ ’’ 

It it, David—a.s her friend" 
eim (wiiose off-camera rela- 
Gregoiy Hine.s has become 
fodder) is actually a softj' 
Diuing last April’s Pradiee-Ally Me Bra I 
crossover, "she was the fir.st person to 
come over to Ally J/cReu/’s side of tlie 
dressing-room and introduce herself." 
says,Jane Krukow’slci, who plays Ally's 


ees> of her 19!)o 
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sniuptiled bL*er. ivtid smoke ' 
the nire joint in the compn- 
nv of pals. These include the 
handsome goofbnll Kelso 
(Ashton Kutcher): a blissful¬ 
ly baffled exchange student. 
h’'ez (Wilmer Valderrama); 
and Eric's next-door neigh¬ 
bor and lifelong pal. Donna | 
(the if possible even more 
w onderfully deadpan Laura 
Prepon). a lanky redhead 
whose channs have sudden¬ 
ly. confusingly, been made 
manifold now that Eric s 
hormones have kicked in. 
Erie and Donna are. as a 
consequence, conducting the 
most touchingly awkward 
yet funny courtship on cur¬ 
rent television. 

Eric also comes equipped 
with a pair of prickly par¬ 
ents—a nen’ous, giggb’ mom 
played by Debra Jo Rupp 
{Fnendfi) and a cranky, cyni¬ 
cal dad played by Raborops 
Kurt wood Smith. Their car- 
toonishness—the way they 
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fuss and sniiw and wony over 
their son—would be exces¬ 
sive were it not being played '| 
again.st Eiic’s poker-faced ui- j 
credulity (really, I cannot 
praise enough the deftness of 
Grace; this l- his fn-st series, 
and so far, he's uncorrupted 
by the .snarky school of 
sneeiy-teen TV acting). 

The show was cocrealed 
by the people who brought 
U.S -{rd Rode From Hie Smi, 
the Turners, but TO.'i is, mer¬ 
cifully, more grounded than 
that silly silly-alien siUum. 
As in the “Wayne’s World” 
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sketches the Turners wrote ■ 
for Satii rday Nigid Lnv, the I 
basement rec room becomes I 
a breeding ground for ado- I 
lesceiit rebellion, a dank I 
dream factory where the I 
kids plot to sneak out and I 
drive all the way to Milwaii- I 
kee to see a Todd Rundgi’en I 
concert because they're so 
into “Hello Its Me.” 

That their car, of course, 
breaks down and their petty 
infraction is endangeretl is a 
plot turn that could have I 
come out of an episode of the 
original Brady Bitaclt show. 

In subsequent weeks, Eric 
has tned in vain to forestall 
a surprise birthday party, 
and grapples witli mixed 
masculine feelings when 
Donna beats him repeatedly 
at one-on-one basketball. 
What 'TOt! possesses that 
drd Rock never will is a 
heart; it is unafraid to ven- 
Uu*e into sentimental lernto- 
1 ry and emerge wdth some- 

1 thing more solid than 
cheap-shot jokes and 
sniggering slapstick. 

If the show some¬ 
times gets things a 
tad wrong (as my 
colleague Chris Will- 
man points out, Todd 
Rundgren was by 
this lime a few^ years 
past his pure-pop 
]ihase and w ell into more in¬ 
sufferable experimental rock 
with his band Utopia), well, 
the season is still young, and 
so is 107G. Isn’t there an en¬ 
tire episode to be written 
about the kids' discoveiy oi 
Rick Dees' “Disc(» Duck"? 
And will Enc and Donna do 
their fii^t slow dance to Rod 
Stewart's “Tonight’s the 
Night" or to something from 
Boz Scaggs' Silk Deyncs'^ 
On Sunday nights as a 
pro-X-Filcn |)le:isure. Thai 
'70s Slioic IS nut of tliis 
world. B+ 


fr( 


jobs. ABC Is also scrutinizing its 
staff with an eye to layoffs. And all the nets are trying to own 
as much programming as possible to keep costs down. 

You didn’t think that NBC's renewing ER for $13 million an 
episode and CBS’ spending S500 million annually to get foot¬ 
ball back would come without casualties, did you? CBS Corp. 
president and COO Mel Karmazin bet Wall Street analysts that 
the Eye would turn a profit In the coming year, and few think that 
can be done without layoffs. Consequently, every department— 
especially the news division—Is getting the once-over. Fortu¬ 
nately, the exit of high-priced shows like CybUI and Murphy 
Brown means costs are already down. Eye Insiders Insist that 
the NFL contract Is not to blame for the austeri^ (they point 
out that the sports department is in fact staffing upj, but that 
seems about as likely as the Saints’ winning the Super Bowl. 

“With programming costs rising and the audiences declin¬ 
ing, if you're going to make it, you have to take some costs out,” 
says media analyst Tom Wolzien of Sanford C. Bernstein & Co. 

Panic pervaded the Peacock when employees recently had 
to detail their Job descriptions. An NBC exec says the net is 
simply tracking costs so it can remain the only profitable net¬ 
work and that no layoffs are planned. So, for NBC staffers. 
Working Is more than Just the title 

a sitcom—for now. 

■ CUTTING REMARKS When Fr/ends 

makes its syndication debut, tbe f 

first episode will sport seven min- 

utes of never-before-seen footage, 

Including a song performed by Phoe- 
be. The one-hour special debuts 
Sept. 21, and no, the cast didn’t hold 
out for extra money to release the 
unseen material. ■ 


1 & 0 s 



Candid Gamryn 


Practice star Gamryn Manheim mouths off about her well-cleserverj Emmv notnination. 
battle with drugs and depression, and a certain skinny TV lav/yer by Dave Karger 


hkiie’s ,n’u iiKiN vin;<; it: 
Gamryn Mcanlieim ii? huge. 
Just check out her imposing¬ 
ly giTiiiil pi'esence as sjninky 
attorney Elienor Frutt on 
ABC’s The Practfce. Get a 
load of her immense acting 
range, which helped her 
score last season's most intriguing ro¬ 
mantic plotlinei Elienor's affair with a 
scumming chiropractor. And soak up her 
plus-size talent, w hich—now that the TV 
Academy has bestowed upon her a dra¬ 
matic Best SupiJOrting Actres,s nod—fi¬ 
nally has people mentioning her in the 
same breath as Emmy instead of Emme. 

“I just started to sob,” says Manheini, 
87, of healing about her 
nomination, wdiidi places 
her among veteran can¬ 
didates like ER’a Gloria 
Reuben and Laima Innes, 

NYPD Blae'b Kim De¬ 
lane v, and Touched by 
an A(/c/e/’s Della Ree.se. 

“It felt like an ancient 
stmggle wa.s over." 

That struggle was 
with Hollywood’s size 
diserimillation, w Inch 
had her obse.ssively pop¬ 
ping amphetamines to 
control her weight, al¬ 
most fatally overdosing 
in l‘JiS7. “I uiU' suicidal, I 
Wius a dnig addict, I hal¬ 
ed myself, I hated my 
l)ody, I didn't know what 
I really had to live for,” 

,>he s:i\s. “I w as a mesS ” 

m 

.Manlieim's woi k as .m 
iiiteiiu’eler for the deaf 
ifier llueney in .sign laii- 
giiag(‘ Wius sliow c-a.si'd in 
ipiii' Prill iit'i episodo) 
h.'llted hoijNt her self- 
I -I orin And s)ie dream- 


of having (Jscar winner Maiiee Alatlin 
appear on The Prad ire as Ellenur's 
younger sister. Fror/a-f-'and Ally Mr Beal 
creator “David Kelley mid Maiiee recent¬ 
ly hatl a conveivation,” Manheini reports. 
“Mmiee wa.s .saving how much she lor ed 
Ally. And David said, T can't put you on 
Ally. Camnm’ll kill me!’'' 

Don’t sweat it, David—as her fiiends 
attest, Manheini (whose off-camera rela¬ 
tionship with Gregoiy Hines !ia.s become 
gossip-page fodder) is actually a softy. 
Dining last Apiil’s Pim-tice-Ally McBral 
crossover, “she was the first person to 
come over to Ally J/cBro/’s side of the 
dressing room and introduce herself," 
.says Jane ICivikow'ski, who plays 


go'^sijiy 'eeretary, Elaine, and ‘a lie I'e 
centlv tra\ lied le Euni[n- with Mantii-im. 
“She came down the hall and '.m iii. All 
nglil, eveiyli^-id.N eume nut. I'm i ';tnirM! 
ManheiaV' i'hai's exactly w hn ^Iv.- 1 -” 
Anri siie's not budging .After tin* -ni 
ce.^.-' ef her i;)ii-'> ■;cir-wniit-ii Off Hr-pad 
way .show, BvrAf I'p, I’m Faf i.-fjon op iic 
t.iubh.slied by Broadway rio' ik.-i. Mmiheirii 
wa." offei’eii sitcom deals at st-veral nK.' 
(inchidmg Fox) luit iumep| them down, “I 
decided it wnuld hurt me to hi- ilie fat 
funny girl for the re.st nf my life." '^ay- 
Miuiheim. who had lier fill of tliat in (lini- 
like The Roiiit lo Well idle und Romy oml 
Mic/u'li 's fli/jh School Re/i ifiun. 

Next, Manheim ajipears as an enig¬ 
matic loner in Todd .'^o- 
kmdzs eontn ivei*sial dra¬ 
ma HappiHi ss lout in 
October), Kor now, slu*'s 
undeii-iandably proud of 
her siereoty pe-hiickmg 
Practice creation: “It'- 
an altei'iiative image to 
thepS,>]>(iLinil lawyei"^ we 
set;* tin other networks " 
(Wlio on iiirfh could she 
be talking about?) .And 
though siie's realistic 
about the C)e]jl. 1-1 Em- 
mvs (her Lake. limes 
should win: Reuben will), 
she still put her most cal¬ 
culating foot f(.pj-\vard in 
selecting her Practice 
tapes for Emmy voters. 
“I simt the e]jLso<le wheiv 
I find ant (hut my boy¬ 
friend is iicimiina]: ‘liixJt 
at her teing VLihierable' 
Let's pick her!’ And then 
I sent the one when I 
represented a fat wom¬ 
an. ‘Fat girhs uem r get 
nominated! Look at tliat 
fat gir) go!’ ” Fixactly. ■ 
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He may not be the sharpest tool 
in the tool shed, but at Least 
he's got a solid foundation. 


Tuesdays 

Home Improvement 
8/7c 

New Time 

The Hughleys 
8:30/7:30c 

New Comedy 

Spin CHy 
9/8c New Night, 
New Time 

Sports Night 
9:30/8:30c 

New Comedy 

tom 


Home Improvement 

Now at 8/7c 



Watch ABC Tuesday, September 22, 

for a chance to win 
an all-new Oldsmobile Alero. 



Start Something ’ Tuesdays On ABC Sweepstakes 

We nnay joke around a lot on Tuesday night, but we’re serious about this: 

On September 22nd, watch Home Improvement, The Hughleys. Spin City and Sports Night 
and you could win a new Alero from Oldsmobile. Just call 1-877 ABC-ALERO toll-free 
to find out how to enter for a chance to win the car that makes everyday driving fun again. 
Because, although we're loath to admit it, you can't stay home and watch TV all the time. 

Call toll'free or visit www.abc.com for participating retailers and details 
on how to win a new Oldsmobile Alero. Over 150 Aleros will be awarded. 

1-877-ABC-ALERO 


Offlelai Rules ibi the START SOMETHING’ TUESDAYS ON ABC SWEEPSTAKES 

3- No Purchase Necessary; Two cliancos to win a 1999 Oltlsmobile Alero! A. |,j>£al One 
(1) Alero prize will be awarded to an enirant from each partidpatirtg local ABC TV 
Affiliate station nationwide. To enter, complete by hand an Official Entry Form, available 
while supplies last at participating retail locations m your local ABC-TV stalmn area, 
(please call toll-free 1-877-ABC ALERO for information between 8/17'98 and 9/30,'98( 
and mall to the address listed in the ‘Entry Instructions' below You may also enter with 
a 3" it 5* card, see ‘National' and ‘Entry Inslruciions" below B. HMiflda! In addition 
to the local prizes, ten (10) Alero prizes will be awarded in n random drawing from 
among all eligible entries nationwide You may enter the national drawing by hand-print 
Ing your name, address and daytime phone number and your answers to the four ques¬ 
tions you hear at 1 - 877 -ABC-ALERO botween 8/17/98 and 9/30.'98 on a 3‘ x 5“ cord, 
and mailing to the address listed in the ‘Entry Instructions' below. All eligible local 
enirios also will be entered automatically into the rational drawing ioloOnslUiSllflDa 
Mail each entry separately in an envelope to. ABC/Alero Sweepstakes. P O Boy '1597, 
ChCSteflowii. MD 21690. IMPORTANT; For the local drawing, be sure to write your 
local ABC-TV station call lottore on the lower toft-hand comer of your entry envelope. 
Enter as often as you wish, but each mailed entry must bo hand printed mo rcproduc 
lions), mailed separately and received by 10/5/98 Validations; Winners will be select 
Gri at random from all eligible entries that have at least tw (2) correct answers on or 
about 10/6/98 by Marketing Corporation of America, an Independent judging orgamza 
lion Entrants agree to be bound by these rules and all decisions ol the judging orgam 
zaiion. whose decisions are final on all aspects of the Sweepstakes. Each Poieniiai 
Winner will be notified by mall artd may bo required to sign and relurn within 5 days oi 
delivery to his/her address an Affidavit of CompKaricc with those Ofl.cal Rules and a 
Prize Release and a release (or the use of his/her name and likeness for publicity pur 
poses without furllier compensation (unless prohibited by lawi Failuie to sign and 
return these forms within such time period may result in foriciturc of prize. No resoon 
Sibility is assumed for lost. late, stolen or misdirected man or entries. Sweepstakes 
materials void .f incompteic. not legible, o. if they corrmm errors AH subn.ssion^ 


DcconuT pro^jertv 0^ Sponsor, 3. Parttctpiitfan: OCRms 3, 98, entis 

10 5. 98, and is open to rPsipcnK ol 50 United Srales. p^us rhe D^sfricl of 
Columbia who are 31 >cars of ngc or oKiQs o \iahd s Iscooso. except emoJov 
ces and OiCJf immcdiaic tamiijcs of ABC inc-. Nevr >orli. Ntv- ^o^k ond jts Afkhote 
51M;ons and theu respective flffilioioci companfps, Goncuii CcsTscrnlton, affsl 

fated companies Dealer Organfiaiions N'e /MlverlfSiiTg of 

any of The above entities, and anyone invoked jn isi^s iievci 

opment cir handlinij. 6> enTcring. enlra/Tts ap/or to relc- ise. and 

less ABC, Inc., and ils Affiliate Si aliens nnd their resps:?c\sM/ ijIMuTciJ o-t 
General Motors CorporaliDn, rfs alf-iiated ccHno ifi-ci aiid Deaic* jhxI 

advertising and promotion ogerTces of mv of the above entit'es frci^i ,-s!i ciaifus. of d.^n 
ages arising out ol a enirant s paffiCiprtiticn in itus Sv.eeosvni’es end iti ^ccpT.iccc of 
any Prize Sobjocl lo all GppErtabft: Federal. sUvo and i oca* ^l. f.’:s.fi,rTinns Void 

in Puerto Rico and v^here proiiib'led Priios and Odds: Tne v ' T. '/es a t e 
ed: Noiionaf Prices:l^n |10;i: A 1999 e Air ro lapp o^ v i> r S.^0 CKX)* 

Addit'onrif features may be Durch,ji^(.n OT W nrer , T/jr ii r-v ^ of 

Nalionaf Prizes' S300.000 Locat Participating ABC-TV Station Priies: iiOpi r V ffi.jTrl', 
145 Local ABC Affiliates v-iii partiC'pciit’i ili Cir-u-d Pf .’f r^-r I’rrfi-Lir- p St 
A 1999 Ofdsmoijile Alero lapDfu^, ri fj,l v.viie ^r'U.or.C-i Ai::m j - i fi .i^trs . - h ih* 
purchased a1 Winners expense. Totril RtLil Va'if kI Lfc »! *1 

and \ari0U3 optional equipment at ttie in -u Sc*-.;! -i ' i '.'it j - ..u fiii-* 

Corporation- RegiStmliorr anil fecn^cT, fne-- ,■ i ir, j n i ^ 

PUSponsiOilily. TiO suStsIiIu fieri or ut ure'e m f iit : . j . ir-i^ % i-ii sir 

where required by law Lruv} unt/ ri« po/e r*'"' vjy > r. lU s > 

Entry Forms lioi-C been made J'l Cdils eT n t^ . tu i . i c < ■> ■ im ■ 

of valid entfxs received Ai'da 10 ll- At ^ .jrit-r , y, i y-,..’. <.. a . ^.i - a j i- ^ 

of pj'fJC, If pu/e lYf'Cnmc s s|.'fv-,is, jj i ..I ^ i,f i ^ . i 
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Luke Perry, Josie Bissett, and Sharon 
Lawrence—the prodigal stars return 


I T HAIM’KNS AGAIN AM) 

atrain in daytime: Stars 
leave soa]] opeiius for sup¬ 
posedly bigger anil better 
things, then come slmldng 
back to their old senes 
when their careers hit the 
proverbhil sldds. Just flip on 
ABC’s General Hospital, 
where Anthony Geaiy (Luke) 
and Genie Francis (Laura) 
have retiuTied to the scene of 
then* eai'ly-’SOs gloiy. 

It's nu-e to see such prodi¬ 
gal stars in prime time, al¬ 
though it has happened be¬ 
fore. Patnck allegedly 

dead Bobby Ewing remateri¬ 
alizing in the shower on DaF 
las—tin-ning the jireriou-s sea¬ 
son into a dream—ts the most 
infamous extimple. Or remem¬ 
ber when John Sclineider and 
Tom Wopat jumped back into 
the 06061*01 Lee on The Dukes 
of Hazzard, after having sat 
out half a season in a contract 
dispute? Okay, maybe you 
don’t, but you get the idea. 
This fall, no fewer than 


three prime-time sun’s are 1*6- 
visiting their old stomping 
gi'ounils: Melrose Place's Josie 
Bissett, Beverly Hills 90210's 
Luke Perry, and NYPD Blue's 
Sharon Lawrence. And tliese 
show? may need the stai-s as 


been on TV once—in the 
USA Network flick Baby 
Monitor: Sound nf'Fear —but 
better to keep that quiet. 

As Jane Manclni, Bissett 
has begun turning up in Mcl- 
nm 's new suininer episodes, 
and pile’s stuck in the lond of 
credibility-stretching subjilot 
that caused this series* cre¬ 
ative and popular decline. She 
liooked up uith lier scoundrel 
ex-husbimd, Michael (TIioiuels 
Caljibro), and Iiappily agi’eed 
to raise tlie child he fathered 
uith his ex-mistress, Taylor 
(Lisa Rinna). So far, the ac- 






pie of the days when they 
lused to care about this s]lo^^^ 
That’s the same strategy' 
behind Periy’s re tuna trip to 
hus old zip code. 00210 is show¬ 
ing signs of age (Nielsen 
droop, severe lack of buzz), 
jind it could get swamped by 
The WB’s Dawson’s Creek 
this fall. With tlie upcoming 
exodus of Jason Priestley and 
Tiffaiii-Amber Thiessen, the 
show badly needs the sex aj)- 
peal and star pow'er of Perry 
(whose Dylan will likely re¬ 
unite with Jennie Garth’s Kel¬ 
ly). 'Tt’s an incredible coup to 


LUKE WHO’S BACK 90210’s Perry reprises his role, as do Mefrose's Bissett (left) and NYPD's Lawrence 


badly as the stara need them. 

Bissett moved out of Mcl- 
runp in early ’97, shortly ;ifter 
her husbEUitl, Rob Estes, joined 
the cast “1 wels fried,” she told 
EW- “But I took a year and ei 
half off, and I’m re.sted and 
ready to go.” Actually, she has 


tress has hsid no impact on the 
soap's sagging rating.?, per¬ 
haps beciUise -huie wets always 
wishy-wa.shy, and Bissett was 
never one of it? most apjieal- 
mg stars, a la Heather Lock¬ 
lear. But producers hope lier 
faniiliEu* face ^\t 11 remind peo- 


get Luke back,” says exec 
jirodiicer John Eisendrath. “It 
clearly offsets the losses.” 

Pony could iLse a boost. .Af¬ 
ter s)ilitting 00210 in 1995, he's 
toiled in inche film.? [American 
Sfrayii) and ilone voice-overa 
for cartoon? ( The Iin redihic 


Hnik). ABC passed on The 
Game, his .sjiorts-agency pilot, 
imd his latest mo\ie, Indiscreet. 
went straight to HBO. But 
just to inalie sure he won't be 
plajing Dyhm forever, Iiis new 
I'ox deal includes a fresh pilot 
when lies done witli 00210. 

Of course, that new show 
could flame out as quickly as 
Shiiron LawTence’s NBC sit¬ 
com, Fired Up, did, which is 
u'hy she’s bade with NYPD 
this fall, Frustrated tliat her 
character, ADA Sylvia Cos- 
ta.*^, had a lesser role after be¬ 
coming a stay-at-home mom, 
LawTence cuilailed her pres¬ 
ence to occEisional guest shots 
last seiison while starring as 
an over-the-top PR exec m 
Fired. Wisely she didn’t sever 
her ties, so she’ll be around for 
at least this .sea.son’s first 10 
episodes of NYPD (which 
needs a strong female foil for 
Dennis Franz’s Sipowacz, her 
TV hubby) and possibly 
longer. Now, if they could just 
get Dimd Caniso back. . (Ad¬ 
ditional reporhny by Krtslen 
Balilioin and Dan Snier.son) 

> > TalkaboutvourfavoritcTV 
shows at www.ew.com < ^ 


SOUND BITES 



V' i.ij O 'u. U- _ 


WINNER OF THE WEEK 

Jennifer Love 
Hewitt 

The Party of F/ve star is 
getting a reported S1.3 mil¬ 
lion to take her character, 
Sarah, for a spIn-ofTin her 
own teen-angst vehicle. 

LDSEH OF THE WEEK 

Sue Costello 

The debut of the 
comedian’s new self- 
titled sitcom got bumped 
so Fox could air St. Louis 
slugger Mark McGwire's 
swat at making home- 
run history. 


“The fruit fly [lives rorjustl one day. At lunchUme 
you're having a midlife crisis. And If you die before noon, 
It’s a tragedy; ‘Oh, he had his whole day ahead of him.'" 

BAY RpMANO on Lata Shaw With David Latterman 

“You got a black Mlcnael Jackson?" cHRis rock 

to a Harlem shopheopor after being shown a portrait 
of a black Princess Diana, on The Chris Reck Show 

“According to the Nbw York Post It turns 

out President Clinton may have been Involved with another 
Intern^. Apparently Clinton was trying to break 
JFK’s record of 61 In one season." oavid letter man 

on late Show 

“Put that donor dot on your driver’s license 
and drive like the wind. You know 1 love you all, but waste 
not, want not” AN alcoholic speaker m search m a liver 
transplant, at an Addictions Anonymous masting on 
Showtime'S Rude Awakening 


SUMMERYJUDGMENTS 

T alk about your cruel 
summers. The networks 
were left out in the cold 
during the warm-weather 
months as viewers deserted the 
usuai slate of reruns and news¬ 
magazines in record numbers. 

Last summer, top-rated repeats 
of Seinfeld (2nd) averaged more 
than 18 million viewers, but this 
year’s winner, 60 Minutes, could 
muster only 15 million. One of the 
off-season's few bright spots 
was NBC’s Just Shoot Me (4th), 
which not only landed In the top 
five but also frequently built on Its Seinfeld lead-in. That 
bodes well for Shoot's move to Frasier's (16th) Tuesday slot 
this fall, when the David Spade sitcom goes up against ABC's 
Spin City, which didn't even crack the top 40. 
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'"^Yeahy but with all of 
that inky can he write 
his own name?” 



Sunday, September 20 at 8pm et/pt 


EXPLORE YOUR WORLD 


CHANNEL 


WWW.discover 


Spons-orod by 


ATsJ SUBARU 





A day-to-day guide to notable programs. Times are Eastern da^fligiit and are subject to change, by Mike Flaherty 


SYNDICATED” 

THE ROSEANNE SHOW 
The divine Miss R's talk 
show promises a mix of 
current events and the 
yenta-fled dishing as¬ 
sociated with that oth¬ 
er Rosie. 


CtlCCK LOCAi 1IST1KCS 


SYNDICATED* 

STARGATE SG-1 (TV-PG> 
Gate’s two-hour syndi¬ 
cated debut finds O’Neill 
and crew on a mission to 
prevent an earthly Inva¬ 
sion by the Goa'ulds. 

LOCAL 


8-8:30pm 
KING OF THE HILL 
(Fdx,TV-PG) Now that 
Fox Is done tracking 
Mark McGwire’s home- 
run crusade, it can get 
back to business and 
reveal the carnage from 
last year's Mega Lo 
Mart blaze. 

8:30-9pm 
MAD ABOUT YOU 
(NBC, TV-PG) Just so you 
won’t be lost watching 
next week's premiere, 
here's a rerun of 1997- 
98's finale, guest-star¬ 
ring Ellen DeGencres 
(as Mabel’s could-bc 
nanny) and f/tan/cdi¬ 
rector James Cameron 


I SERIES DEDU T ^ 

SYNDICATED* 

MAURY Povich, that is. 
An old hand among talk¬ 
ing heads, the ex-(Cur¬ 
rent 4ffa/r host returns 
to the talk-show circuit. 

'CHCCK LOCU LirilHU 


SEASON PREMIERE 

4-5pim 

GOOSEBUMPS (Fox 
Kids Network, TV-Y7) A 
13-year-old boy en¬ 
counters terror In the 
tropics in “How I Got My 
Shrunken Head." 


8-9pm 

MELROSE PLACE (Fox, 
TV-PG-SV) As befits a 
landmark event such as 
this, big things 
happen In the apart¬ 
ment complex-cum- 
snake pit, including the 
death of an original 
Melrose denizen. 


10-11:30pivi* 

P.O.V. (PBS, TV-PG) In 
the award-winning doc¬ 
umentary Family Name-, 
director Macky Alston 
digs up his family tree— 
and finds it made up of 
his slave-owning ances¬ 
tors and their con¬ 
scripted help. 

UXM 


9-10pm 

ALLY MCBEAL {Fox, 
TV-14^D) Cast members 
permanent {Scream 2*s 
Portia de Rossi, as the 
firm’s whip-smart, 
red-hot new attorney) 
and recurring (Tracey 
Uliman’s smile thera¬ 
pist) show up for Atly*s 
sophomore-year kick¬ 
off, which also finds our 
self-absorbed heroine 
with the hots for an 18- 
year-ofd, 

9-IOpm 

BUFFY THE VAMPIRE 
SLAYER (The WB, TV- 
PG-V) Can’t a girl suf¬ 
fer a bout of the flu In 
peace? Apparently not, 
as a hospitalized Buffy 
Is haunted by disturb¬ 
ing dreams as well as 
the appearance of 
Death In the children’s 
ward. (R) 


WOO^HOOI 


9-IIPM 

BLACKJACK (USA Network) Hey, kids, Dolph Lund- 
gren can act! Well, as good as you have to act In a 
John Woo nick, where two-fisted fireflghts, slo-mo 
explosions, and over-orchestrated emotions rule 
the day. As ace bodyguard Jack Devlin, Lundgren 
gets all touchy-feely with a young orphan ho adopts 
and a stalked supermodel he protects. Is Blacldack 
as good as Woo's Face/Off or Hard-Bolleii? Not by a 
long shot Is It better than Just about every other 
USA Original Movie? Yesslree. B+ —Marc Bernardln 


Look Who's on The 
Couch This Week 


MERYL STREEP 


JAY UNO Mondav ( V>naJi O’Bnt-n, Donn} anH 
iMarie ()<ninnti, (.)-car Lie La Hoya Tuesday 
Shaquilli.^ O Xeal Wednesday Mer\l i 
N'iiilian Lane Thursday Paul Fiei-i-r, mu-ii il 
giiest Tori Amu^ Friday Slui -lil-, nin-i 

cal A1 GrtM^n 


REGIS & KATHIE LEE Monday Ridiani Dear. 
Andei^san, Richard Simnums Tuesday (^i-rald 
llcRaney, Mana Bellu Wednesday t nidy 
Ciim furd, Kns Kj'istolfei>nn, niu-u .il 
Vineu Gill Thursday Jlunica! Miy L5‘id 
Vnoflno Darldv Frid^ t^llri^ J. niai han 

Sil\ ennan 

CONAN O’BRIEN Monday Matt Dillun, mu-i. il 
Pen ['iv(» ili) Tuesday Thnnris 
Gilxuii Wednesday Hen SLiILt, niu^iral ran -r 
rlnniiir Brown Thursday Kii'^ Kn.''tiiriVi 
uimudian Na k Difiaolo Friday (Laa Haniil 
tun, miisR-al Supia' SiH i-n 


ROSIE O'DONNELL Monday Jack U ayni r Tues“ 
day Mary-LfMii.^r Parker, riiii-'iral u"Ui -'t 
Wynomia Wednesday Ashk-v Judd, Macki iixii' 
Jiusman (7fb Hufn ft\, niusiral ltucsi Priaji 
Me Knight Thursday Jam* Scy n ii air, Jackit^ 
( liati Friday l-lcn StilltT, innsical uMU-sts 
and tlic BlnwJKh 


DAVID LETTERMAN Monday i'lnd> i'nnvhirii, 
Tnii''U‘al fruc-t- HootiM and the lilr.wiL^li Tues¬ 
day Hi-n Stilk r, -faelac ('han Wedn^day Kliz- 
atu til IIiii le\; Gcf.rii’i' Hnmilliui 


L' N T C n -VI "V fA f r, ' 
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WEDNESDAY 


Soptismbcr 16 


8-8;30pm 
DHARMA & GREG 
(ABC, TV-PG) Greg cries 
foul when Dharma un¬ 
wittingly co-opts his 
poker buddies and be¬ 
comes their confidante. 
Dick Clark and Michelle 
Shocked guest-star. (R) 


SEASON PHEMIEnE 


9-IOpm 

PARTY OF FIVE (Fox, 
TV-PG-D) Oddly, this 
opener finds everyone 
dispersing: Claudia to 
boarding school, Julia to 
college, and a fed-up 
pregnant Daphne any¬ 
where she can to avoid 
the stultl^ing Charlie. 

9-10pm 

IN PERFORMANCE AT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
(PBS, TV-G) in “Savion 
Glover—Stomp, Slide & 


Spm-Sam 
CLERKS MARATHON 
(Independent Film 
Channel, R) In an odd bit 
of pop-cult enshrine¬ 
ment, IFC will repeated¬ 
ly air the 1904 slacker 



SEASO N pnEMI ERE 


Swing,” the tap prodigy 
hoofs It up for the First 
Family while coheadlin¬ 
er Bebe Neuwlrth re¬ 
gales the Prez with an 
aural favon belting out 
a couple of numbers 
from her Broadway 
smash Chfcago. 

9:30-10pm 
3RD ROCK FROM THE 
SUN (NBC, TV-14) A took 
back at last season^s 
most problematic cliff- 
hanger, wherein the late 
Phil Hartman, guest- 
starring as Vicki’s ex- 
boyfrfend, kidnaps hap¬ 
less Harry. (R) ^ 


VCH ALERT 


10-11PM 

OZ (HBO/TV-MA) Return 
to a simpler, though no 
more Innocent time, as 
HBO goes back to the be- 


THURSDAY 


S o p t c m b 


comedy, including pre¬ 
viously unreleased 
scenes as well as an al¬ 
ternate version featur¬ 
ing running commen¬ 
tary from director 
Kevin Smith. 

8“9pm 

FRIENDS (NBG,TV-PG) 
Britannia ruled when we 
last saw Ross and Emily 
heading up the aisle, 
Rachel jetting across 
the pond to stop them, 
and the Duchess of York, 
Jennifer Saunders, and 
Richard Branson drop- 

In with n:Trnpn«; 


10-IIPM 

4B HOURS (CBS) The newsmag begins its 12th 
year looking like a made-for-TV movie gone awry. 
Cheryl Lamare, whose ex-husband kidnapped 
their daughter Jamie (above, with Cheryl) In 19BE1, 
embarks on a mission to take back the child. Ar¬ 
riving in Crete with a small army of TV cameras, 
detectives, even an ex-commando, she finds the 
only thing missing from the ambush Is a kid who 
wants to be rescued. C-t —Nnncy SfdBwater 


ginning to re-air two 
seasons’ worth of the 
chilling prison drama. 
(Airs through Dec. 30.) 


HEW NIGHT 


10-11PM 

20/20 (ABC) It’s Prime¬ 
time Live by any other 
name as 20, seeking to 
up its brand-name pro¬ 
file, expands to Wednes¬ 
days with coanchors Di¬ 
ane Sawyer and Sam 
Donaldson. 

10-11PM 

CHICAGO HOPE (CBS, 
TV-PG) Two brothers 
are In need of a liver 
transplant after eat¬ 
ing poison fungi- The 
problem? Dad’s got 
only one to give- The ti¬ 
tle of this episode? 
“Liver, Hold the Mush¬ 
rooms-” Ha! (R) 


9-IOpivi 

FOX FILES (Fox) In 
what’s virtually become 
an annual newsmag 
tradition, f//eschecks In 
on the heartland's 
methamphetamfne 
trade, traveling to the 
speedy hotbed of Inde¬ 
pendence, Mo. 


HEW HME SLOT 


9“9:30pivi 
FRASIER (NBC,TV-PG) 
Finally stepping Into 
those mighty big Sein- 
feldlan shoes, the Seat¬ 
tle sitcom takes anoth¬ 
er look at lovelorn 
Frasier and Niles" des¬ 
perate singles party. (R) 

10-11PM 

ER (NBC, TV-PG) Ust 
year’s finale left a slew 
of situations at a cross¬ 
roads, among them 
Ross' career, Weaver's 
leadership, and Benton 
and (k)rday"s relation¬ 
ship. (R) 








SEASON PREMIERE 

8-9pm 

BEVERLY HILLS 90210 (Fox, TV-PG-L) As If 
Jason Priestley’s defection and Luke Per¬ 
ry's return weren't tumult enough for 
90210, now they've got ex-Melrose vixen 
Laura Leighton (above) to contend with. 
She plays Sophie, a fame-seeking stranger 
who hooks up with Steve but really has eyes 
for David. Leighton won’t say her charac¬ 
ter Is unscrupulous, though: “Let’s say, 
'unconventional.' I think she’s going to end 
up hurting people to get what she wants. 
And she doesn’t always tell the truth.” 

But, Leighton adds, “she doesn’t kill any¬ 
body. So, all In all, she’s a nice girl.” 


Choice Reruns 


H avin(.:to RNDOitKTKi.KVi.moN’^Ul¬ 
timate no-i’GSpect Lime slot (Tliurs- 
(lays at t) p.m ) during its prime¬ 
time run. Fox’s New York 
Undorcover (USA Nchrork, Mott- 
daij-Tintmhiij, 11 jj.tti -Diid/iir/lit} never pot 
the exposure itdeseiTed. And that's a shame; 
il \va.s ceiliunly better Ilian its abysmal rat¬ 
ings indicated. Creator Dick Wolf (Z.^’nc A* Ol ¬ 
der) hLshioned a funky, griltj’ twist on the cop 
drama—a cooler NYPIJ Blue, if you will, 
complete with a hii>-hf)p sfiundtrack anil fresh 
faces including Malik Yoba, Michael De- 
laiienzo. and f)Ys I.aiiren Velez 
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^ People who can watch any TV 
want to watch Hitachi UltraVision 


re on Hitachi UltraVision is so stunning it is bound to attract a crowd. The reason is Hitachi’s 
; six element UltraFocus Super Bright Lens System, which creates an image of exceptional 
iss and clarity. And Hitachi’s Magic Focus, the world’s only automatic convergence system, 
perfect focus to keep the picture super sharp and clear. Once you sec Hitachi Ultr.aVision 
for yourself, you'll wonder why anyone would want to w.itch anything else 


A rOIAM,VNi;VV VISION 


For more inforinntioii. visit oiir Wob site nt www hir.ithi com oi till I flOQ l llTAi Ml 
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’CHia locu Liimcs 


9-t1PM 

HOMICIDE: LIFE ON THE 
STREET (NBC,TV-14> Junior 
Bunk's bloody squad-room 
shoot-out Is the centerpiece 
of “Fallen Heroes," last sea¬ 
son’s bristling two-part 
finale. (R) 


9-11PM* 

REFLECTIONS ON VATI¬ 
CAN II tPBS,TV-G) If you 
think the Catholic church 
Isn’t exactly cutting edge 
these days, you should have 
seen It before Vll's sweeping 
changes In the 1960s. 


8-8:30pm 

SABRINA, THE TEENAGE 
WITCH (ABC, TV-PG) It’s a 
witch of a dilemma: Sabrina 
can get to meet her mortal 
mom only If she gives up 
her magic powers. (R) 


SATISFY YOUR SWEDE TOOTH 


8pm-6am 

INGMAR BERGMAN FILM 
FESTIVAL (TurnerClassic 
Movies, TV-14) Ingrid 
Bergman (above with Liv 
Ullmann) made her iast 
feature-film appearance 
in 1978’s Autumn Sonata, 
leading off tonight's rumi¬ 
native slate, which also In¬ 
cludes 5ni//es of a Summer 
N/g/tt(ig55), Brink of Life 
(195S), and Scenes From a 
Marriage (mS). 


Soplcmbor 19 


8-IOpm 

THE DEVIL’S ADVOCATE 
(HBO, R) Al Pacino's deli¬ 
ciously over-the-top turn 
(as Satan tn the form of a 
corporate attorney—get It?) 
transforms the 1997 thriller 
from boilerplate to beauty. 


10;30-11;30pm 
AUTOPSY S (HBO,TV-MA)A 
diabolical strangling, a slow 
death by poisoning, and a 
series of eyeball-removing 
hooker murders are the 
cases retraced by the se¬ 
ries' Ingenious Quincys. 



10pm 

CHAMPIONSHIP BOXING 
(Showtime) Evander Holy- 
field defends his WBA and 
IBF titles against Vaughn 
Bean live from the Georgia 
Dome. P.S.: You basic-cable 
cheapskates will be able to 
glom the bout too, as It’s 
part of Showtime's free- 


A VIEW TO A THRILt 
9pm-iviidnight 

THE 78TH ANNUAL MISS AMERICA PAGEANT (ABC,TV-G) 
The Vievs^s Meredith Vieira (above) will survey the festivi¬ 
ties with cohost Boomer Eslason—and a little ambivalence* 
Balancing the pageant’s jlgglier aspects with Its nobler aim 
as a forum for young people and a scholarship source, she 
concludes: “rtn not going as a Journalist trying to validate 
an anachronism* Tm going because I think that the pageant 
is a part of our American culture, and If they Ve trying to 
update themselves, then I enjoy being a part of that*'’ (Live) 



12;30-1:30pm* 

AT EVENING I SEEK YOU 
(ABC) You too can celebrate 
the Jewish New Year with a 
service filmed at New York’s 
Park Avenue Synagogue. 

'CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 

8- IOpm 

THE INSPECTORS (Show¬ 
time, TV-14) Finally, a story 
about postal workers on the 
r/g/it side of the law* They 
would be Louis Gossett Jn 
and Jonathan Silverman, 
two detectives hunting 
down a mall bomber. 

a:30-9PM 
THAT *70S SHOW (Fox) 
"Battle of the Sexists” has 
Donna making a political 
point with Eric via a game of 
one-on-one, and Kelso find¬ 
ing himself ‘*whipped” by 
the clingy Jackie. 

9“10:30pm 
BATTLE OF THE SEXES; 
KING VS* RIGGS (ESPN 
Classic) Stay on the Have a 
Nice Day tip with this time¬ 
piece: women's libber Billie 
Jean King and male chau¬ 
vinist Bobby Riggs’ 1973 ten¬ 
nis match. 

9- 11pm 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS 
(A&E) You think Is tough 
to watch? Get a load of The 


8-8:30pm 

THE SIMPSONS (Fox,TV- 
PG) You want Irony? How’s 
this? Season No. 10 leads 
off with Homer suffering 
through a(notfier) midlife 
crisis, this time loathing 
his unaccomplished exis¬ 
tence. Emulating Thomas 
Edison, he proceeds to em¬ 
bark on an inventing spree. 
But somehow, in the midst 
of all this ingenuity, the se¬ 
ries’ creators came up 
with a rather toothless 
and, yes, uninventive 
script Coming as It docs 
after an episode wherein 
Homer goes into the 
grease business, we hope 
this doesn’t signify a crisis 
of another kind over at 
Groaning & Co. C 


Farm: Life Inside Angofa 
Prison^ the Sundance docu¬ 
mentary winner that looks 
behind the fences of Ameri¬ 
ca’s largest maximum- 
security penitentiary. 

9-11pm 

THE MARRIAGE FOOL 
(CBS, TV-PG) The TV movie 
stars John Stamos as the 
buttinsky son of widower 
Walter Matthau who disap¬ 
proves of his dad's new 
beau, free-spirlted Carol 
DurnetL 


SEPTEMBER 18. 1998 



O 1997 Hcrriioy fDOds Ccrndn£jon 


Have you Hugged and ICissed your kids today? 


HERSHEY’S HUGS & KISSES.- 
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IntrodiiCiug the ftrsi ntnijvan tJrot pJaifs 


rr<= 


movies 


Mi)VR^N Uikul us pbics (K\fiTKl ihur im()oinauc}ii \(}\v ^nii on niki’ ihosr movus 

pljCLs voLi ni.*\Lr tlioLiiibl poss ihL ultli ilu- SilhtiiK. Lit i^n muTL' llu lir^t iniiii^nn w illia 
buili in \idLii t nlLriamnn iii s\>kin" \^lth il'^ llip iJtmn Lolur inimilur uihI hratlphnrn s 
Inr lour, Vf>iir pas>cngtrs ^an uatth muviiN ir pLi\ \itlrti 'JanlL^ wink miu rnfcA \t)ijr 
iDvontt^ C lx Anti Itjr a Ijiniu d inm, luM drki ans Silhfinrltt a fit I i a s2i liM H KHU^nTK 


t,;if-TC\Rlr oiiin\ lor miiwi v mu>u \itltci^ann> aiul inun nnl\ frrirn < )likiiiu|i|k 

w 

IcM dnic' anv Silhouette Get u S2S Bi.OCKBUS! I R GIPTC \RD 
Call toll-free at I S77 227 for vtJUr lest tlnxe Lenifmite 


Enterteinment Headquarters of the Silhouette Premiere. 
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Ode to Joyce 


A quarter century after her teenage romance with the reclusive J.D. 
Salinger, Joyce Maynard records their ill-fated affair in an uncensored 
memoir overflowing with sordid details, by Lisa Schwarzbaum 


AS THE (VOffifJTURNS Salinger and 
Maynard recently (above) and tlie 
article that brought them together 


vv It IT I- Its NUT, AS A 

t^pedes. easy people, Tlieii'diin 
IS latex tliin. they're eonipeti- 
rive SOJTs. aiiiT they drink too 
nmch. Wliile tlieir wonl.s may 
.'■hininier with kiilflness and 
nintentnieiit on the pafte, they 
I hen'isel\ es tire a] it to he sinte- 
I'ld aiitl potty oil the jihone 
VjhI even iliuse tamed for ht- 


inn the nioesi puys in the 
world eaiTj' with them a dan- 
pei'uus p<i\\er: They can al¬ 
ways. if Llu.*y ch(Mi.sp to. .sjiill se¬ 
cret. s, tjeti’ay conJ'idences, and 
expose ])i’iv:ite lives to pulilic 
glare . wieltiinir vv onls to Sf- 
diice. In ]Uini.sli, to natter, 
and —most of all —to ntiitm!. 
-lovce .Maynard —who does 


all of the above, heavy- 
hmidediy, in At Home in 
the World— had ilie 
malting.s of a writer 
early on. Staking out a 
jilai’e at tlie lalile with 
an alcoiiolic father, till 
over Ilea ring mot lie i; 
and a sturdy older 
U'l* who.-.e early maga- 


Ma\ 

III 

■ ". J. 


Joyce 

ayriard 

S25 


zine siim-^si-s I hapf ieii yemig 
Joyce's a.''s, siie .ipiilied litO ' 
self iLvsillU(iU.''l\ to the LL^k III 
getting fanious B\ l‘i. in 
Ihlih. she liad [jLihii^lii'd m 
Srffitti'i >1. Hv h''. a tfe'-h' 
man at Yale (weigliing in at 
an iuinrexic *s.'' pound> 1 . 'he 
had .sold (-Mlitoi-s at 77o A ok 

i ro'/i 7 V//<< .s z I fii I 111 

the notion that she vv.i' 
unniuely qualified to wnle 
ahuul “what young peotile 
ai'o thinking alioul on 
college campuses the'.e 
days " Her rover storv. 

li. ■ 

“An Eighteen-Vear-t)1 1 1 
Loolvs Back on Life," ran 
on Apnl I'JT-, 

Anti then her life 
changed dramatically. 
.Among those who re- 
spondeii to the es'-ay was 
the fanmusiy reclusive .1 1) 
Salinger, then Ai and litvorceil 
with two children not inucli 
younger than tlii' 'I'lturs niaga- 
/iine starlet—the \itice of Her 
(reiu-ralion! —who snvv m the 
girlish-looking w aif a kinilred 
spint. ,\Ia\a]anl had to lake hi^ 
WDi'd for it, a TV inldicl. 'he 
hatl never read Thr f'oo /o r 
111 fill' /fyr, Fifluiii/ iV" Zniii //. 

■ iS'in.c Sfttriiz-^, or much 
of ailV t.fling idse he- 
twn'M iMHik cover.'. But 
long St ory 'hori. she 
dropped out of criHege 
and 1]\ed with Saiinget 
(Jem to his fneJids) in 

■ L' 

New Hanipsliii'e for 
nearly a year Tlieii the 
ri'lalion,sliip eiideil 
It IS. naturally, tln^ 




















































With OLTt Consent Frances 
Fyfiald ^Penguin. $5.33. first 
puNisfwd in 

airtight rape case sets the 
stage for this marvelously 
subtle courtroom thriller. 

Time on My Hands Peter 

Dclacorte (Wsshington 
Square, S14, /597; Modern- 
day Back to the Future— 
with a pre-prez Ronald 
Reagan in a pivotal role— 
is a high-concept 
brainteaser. 

Halfway Heaven Melanie 
Thernstrom (Plume, $12.95, 
7997^Harvard Insider 
conducts a moving 
investigation of a 1995 
campus murder/suicide. 


creepy rletaib of Joyce’s time 
A\ith JeiTA' thiit sell tWs book: 
He subsLstetl on a diet domi¬ 
nated by pecus, ground-lamb 
burgers, and homeo]Jalhic 
niedicines; he maile himself 
throw up forbidden food like 
pizza and encouraged her to 
do the same: and—/(/rc wc 
nerd to /t won'—they never 
succeeded with sexual inter¬ 
course because her vagina 
clamper] shut. 

But Af Horne m the World 
i'^ii’i just about the queer 
nine-month afTair between an 
eccentne hennit and a fame- 
!^truck. senously neui'otic \ii'- 
gin so shamefully bewilderetl 
b\ hei- own body that she hid 
used sanitary napkins in a 
closet for a yeiu*, tifhud to tell 
her mother she hatl begun 
menstruating. Majmard's fa- 


voiito subject matter has al¬ 
ways been her own life, and 
miuiy of the iletmls here have 
been meted out in newspaper 
;ui(l magazine pieces over the 
years—her marriage, her 
abortion, lier three children, 
her house in New Hampshii'e, 
the death of her mother, her 
divorce, her breast implants, 
her romances, the sale of lier 
house in New Hmupslure, and 
Iier move to Northeni Califor¬ 
nia. I have learned to give 
Maynard's chirpy. Norman 
Rockwellized accounts (even 
domestic disuitegration comes 
out pretty) the land of nused 
eyebrow with which I greet 
Kathie Lee Gifford, Martha 
Stewart, luid most lii'st-pei'son 
stones in women’s mags. Defi¬ 
ant, taunting, score .settling, 
and exhibitionifetic as this 
memoir is, at least it isn’t as 
exa-sireiutingly self-satisfied as 
most of MajmiU’d's other per¬ 
sonal joiumalism; in its twisted 
way, and with a long, long w'liy 
i to go m the .self-awai-eness de- 
partment for the memoirist, it 
may be the most honest auto- 
biogniphical work slie’s done. 
(Her fiction ls another matten 
Majmard is also author of 7b 
Die For, a fine slice of bitter 
lemon turned into Gus Van 
Sants tangj' 1095 mo\ie sUir- 
I nng Nicole liidman.) 

I But it is the account of her 
! bizarre relationship with the 
now-T9-year-old Salinger, of 
coui-se, that has cjiught the at¬ 
tention of memoir connois¬ 
seurs for whom, these days, 
e^■en confession of a .sexual ro¬ 
mance with one’s own father N 
! no biggie. By what right, spait- 
' ter the outraged, could she 
dai'e to breach the privacy of 
someone who has taken .“^uch 
])ains to lie low? And out of 
what naked self-inteiiist would 
she play IIils trump cm-d noio. 

, two flecades after the drama? 
(Need for money? Flagging ca¬ 
reer?) Tlie an.-w er, in the end. 


may be in plain sight: Joyce 
Maynai'd i.s a wiiler. Writei-s 
iwen't nice. They print things 
they shouldn’t, just because 
they can. Surely J.D. Sdinger 
must have knotvn that when 
he took ujj witli lier, Majiiiwd 
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may have been young, but ,she 
wiis Uiking notes. This is the 
nasty report she didn’t wiite 
all those years w'hen slie was 
being—to paraphrase Holden 
Caulfield—the (Joddamned 
Voice of her Generation, c- 



■ THIS CONTEST ROCKS Want your MTV Books deal? Better 
keep It snappy. The channel’s 1996 first-novel contest drew a 
not-so-mountalnous 400-plus submissions, but winnowing them 
over a period of a year to the eventual winner—the Just-out 
Floating, by 24-year-old Robin Troy—proved a tad overwhelm¬ 
ing for the Imprint’s top brass. “We had a lot of our Interns and 
editorial assistants and publicity assistants read through them,” 
admits Pocket VP Kara Welsh. Twenty finalists’ work then went 
to a panel composed of on-alr presence Serena Altschu I, R.E.M. 
member Mike Mills, and an assortment ofyoung writers, Includ¬ 
ing new Rob Weisbach acquisition Dale Peck. “We never met as 
a group. We had no contact with anybody. It was, appropriately 
for MTV, quite Informal,” reports one of the Judges. F/oat/ng Joins 
a roster that Includes Beavis and Butt-head's best-seller This 

Book Sucks and a forthcoming opus entltied The F - up. Next 

up; a presumably less taxing short-story competition. 

■ A SOLDIER’S STORY Maybe Cold Mountain’s success has 
something to do with It: The hottest book proposal in New York 
now Is the mammoth recently discovered memoir of a Union sol¬ 
dier named Robert K. Sneden, together with about 800 of his 
paintings. “This is really a stirring firsthand story of one sol¬ 
dier’s experience,” says Nelson Lank¬ 
ford of the Virginia Historical 
Society. At least a half-dozen 
publishers are interested 
in the project, which 
will be auctioned by 
agent Julian Bach, 
but questions 
persist as to 
how to pack¬ 
age the vast 
material — 
the memoir 
is more than 
5,000 pages. “It 
presents a great 
publishing problem," 
says one editor. —Alexandra 
Jacobs and Matthew Flamm 


CIVIL ACTION A hot new wartime memoir 
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Nonfiction 

ALLY McBEAL: THE TOTALLY UNAU¬ 
THORIZED GUIDE Kattiy Mitchell 

Mian/t'r, Sl^ Smut' only 
DMc r^knnpy ^oasonV \^ort!l of 
tiuitonal to work witli, llial 
pninc r t xL'^Ls at all is mcuntrovert- 
iblo o\i(lonco that tho ^oorUr'; rno:?t 
L lhi^roal hiina^stor us finuly in 
her bony irrip, C nm]HHi by cn[]y- 
n^^ht craokilowns* liowovor, this 
fondly Kill Stic pseudonymous au¬ 
thor IS redueed to ima^nin^ wiiat 
futffht stock Aliys medicine c:.ibi- 
net dots of feminine-hyi^iene jutxl- 
ucts) or what j}iujht he on her 
booksbell'dots nf Jiuiy Rlunie nov¬ 
els), and Inilflieartedly pai’sui^: the 
astrological sipfns of fellow' cast 
members. And even for tierce Me- 
Bcahes, eig^ht papes of Six De¬ 
grees of Calista Flockhart is sun- 
j>ly eight pages too many. C —AJ 

TONGUE FIRST Emlfy Jenkins {OkI, 

r?Jd 95) At feisty sensation 
junkie Emily Jenldns is the ijiiecn 
of carnal ex|)enence- Her mission^ 
To explore the mind-body connec¬ 
tion by throwing hei^clf mto ex¬ 
treme physical endeavors. She 
floats in a serL^ry-^leiin vaLion uuik. 
snoit^ beiTiin, sliav es her liead, and 
sweltei's in a Tlirkish bath—all in 
hopes of gleaning a bit of ad hoc 
i=pintual enlightenment, -Jenkms 
bnng^s a wry' |iers]iet'tive to her 
i-ule-btnding adventures, musing 
on eveiythiiig from sex manuals 
to Rolfing Though >oine cliap- 
ier> aren't jls compelling as oth¬ 
ers {prattle about her “beloved 
younger man’' and alternative 
medicine falls flat), Jenkins' ?npp\' 


wntmg style and shrewd eye for 
sensual detail make for a sjurited 
kLss-jmfj-tell. B+ —C/un.s^a Crttz 

THE AMAZING "TRUE" STORY OF A 
TEENAGE SINGLE MOM Katherine 
Arnoldi (Ilf/iunon, si it) l picked 

llus np with utsuid cunosity think¬ 
ing It a L^mic liook. Moments Intci; 
cullexigiics found me slumped over 
my i.ieskH teal's coui'smg down niy 
cheeks. That's how ptugnanl, im¬ 
mediate, and good it is jnctonal 
aulobiugi'Tiphy, redcmptiv^e fable, 
and purest testimony to the 
strength of motherly love Raped 
and left pregnant at 17, Aniuldi— 
dnimmed down into dead-end, 
hazartlous jobs iimi shunned by 
her family—took the phrase 
"You've made your bed, now voull 
have to he in if' and brightly 
twisteri it into 'Dream longer, big¬ 
ger, belter/' She's a superheroine 
for oi ir t ime-s A —A/ 

HELEN KEUER: A LIFE Dorothy Herr¬ 
mann (KnopJ\ SJO) Kellers child- 
hoot! has been the stuff of legend 
fl^r ne;u’ly a ceniuiw, but lier atlult 
life, iis Oeshed out in these piigcia, 
was aho remarkable Keller be¬ 
came an out-spoken feminist and 
socialist, hefnended Alexander 
Gnihiun Fiell and iMark Twain, and 
had an intensely syrnbiotic rela- 
tionsliij) \nth her famous teacher, 
Annie Sullivan, vvho was yin to 
Kellers yang both m chLss and 
teniperameni Excein for its con¬ 
spicuous neglect of Keller's rela¬ 
tionships \nth her younger broth¬ 
er anti sister, this is a probing, 
uiisentimenUil bio of the blind-deaf 
activist wliG belli insjured a thou- 


^ # 



ALLY, OOPS Even Flockhart’s smile can't light up an unauthorized guide 


sand tasteless jokes and rev nlii- | 
Lionized popular percept ions of the i 
disabled. B+ —Maiyjot 

Fiction 

THE COFFIN DANCER JefTery Deaver 

fSumjtt A- SchnMcn SJ5) IVake up, [ 
Scarpetta fans—^Lincoln Rhyme 
IS here to blast you out of your 
stupor Deaver's second crime 
thriller starring the handsome 
forensics genius in a wheekdiair 
pits Rhyme—consulting for the 
NYPD—against the Coffin Dan¬ 
cer, a mystenons assassin known | 
only by a tattoo of the Gnm Reajx.w | 
ikmnng vMtli a woman in from of a I 
coffin The ruthless Dancer ! 
systematically tenninaling gnunl ; 
jur> witnesses in a stolen mill- : 
tary arms case. With taut jhieing | 
and mind-bending techno-foren- > 


SICS, the bodies pile up ami the ac¬ 
tion huidles tnvvanl Rlivine's 
hour deadline. There’s one major 
misste}!: the late-breaking rc\ ela¬ 
tion of the Dancers tnie identity, 
a hairpin plot turn that bnefly 
breaks the spell Oh, but what a 
s])ell U is. A- Rh(ntd(t Jafni^on 

THE FARMING OF BONES Edwldgo 
Danticat (Sohn P>T>ts, $j.y) in Uiis 

extiuisite histoncal no\ el, Danticiit 
weaves a doomed lov e ^Lffliii' mto a 
tragic eta^oile of Haitian histoiy* 
known ^iinply as the iMassacre of 
19->T Wntten in the poignant voice 
of Amabelle Desir, a Haitian ser¬ 
vant trapper! in the Dominican Re- 
pubh(^ at the Lime td’ the killings, 
Danticat spares no detail m the 
painful ilejnciion of two cultures 
sLniggling for cuntnil over a shaml 
hornr lanil “Tlien^ weie always 



lAVON BOOK S Heiself unavailabjje afld unatl^inabie,' she reDi 

T>»CflipWBPon ” _ t-' 

u. V(vif AvnmBooki^im ultimate tempt3bob'fpr;;f)mJc(l. Wlip,^. 


: udith iMewonigle Flyrir, herqlne bf Mary Dahaim's bed-and^ 
sDpjpcr aff iiemote company retreat in the new npycl SWitHfigi 

•> . - r ■>*- ''f. 

^Uflfj^Renie take a stroll to ^ydt the beautiful Pacific Northwest 
event begins, imjaglne their iurprise when they discover a garrotei 
^Vp, He was thjd;affltstant caterer of last year's retreat—and with^a 
and a Winter storm rolling ihr'maybe there^ a better lirie of worfcto be-itiC 

n Stephanie Lauijen^' Reg^cy novel HAKM*^V!0W, Vane 


T^i^rFi-'Tfe lilTii 


Gynster family Is quite enjoyirig his life a|a mguisli iBa^^^^ ill LonSpU^ 


to pay his respects tp hfe&K^ntWc at^t at hpr epuntiy 

get back to: the bostlc. Except fqr one. little tilirid i ttTe .e^haritJiiaSti3 
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BIZARRE eOHOEPT 
OF THE WEEK 

‘Heads of the 
Masters’ 

Eigh tv-one-year-old 
artist Anne Anderson 
offers her interpretation 
of what toilets would 
look like if artists like 
Warhol, Picasso, and 
Dalf had painted them. 
Should we call It art 
a la commode? 


inimors .of one side of the island 
pkinning to invade the other Thi^e 
wen.* the gnind fantiLsiei:^ of [)rtxsi- 
dentri wanting the whole usIojk! to 
thomf^clvc:?.” Poi'Sionute and henii:- 
rendingt Bouv^ lingon; in the con- 
j-;cioiisnes:4 like ;m unforgettable 
nightmai'e. A — Imh L. Tharps 

MISRER’S EXIT Louis Begley ihimpi\ 

SJJ) The llctivo temtniT niai^ped 
by Regley in hi.s jew'Gl-Uke volumes 
has fast bccon:ie familiar—tlic 


emutiun.il landscape nf the ile- 
tached. aging lnisines.^nian'aes- 
thete. This years model the 
Mistier of the title, wealthy' nw ri- 
er of an atK eiti’^mg [igency; father 
of a grown son he diHasn't iimk r- 
stand, husband of a socialite he no 
lunger resj^cLts, and Ihe ju^L-diag- 
iiosed victim of li\ er cani'cr When 
he gets the news. Mistier fiecides 
to trade treatrnenl for Venice, lo 
aljsf>rb llie news in prlvaU^ 
tells lus wUe he's going on a busi¬ 
ness trip) anti in five-star s])len- 
dur. There is a comiiellingly 
tei'e, cut-glass clanty to Uie book, 
but like the Napoleonic cantJe- 
labni i\Iistler buys fr>r liis mis¬ 
tress, it s[iarkles wnlhout waniith 
B+ —Vrz^R'w.sfj \ Friednmn 

253 Geoff Ryman (St Mmims Gnf- 

fnr Sl-i 95) Two huntliTHl ant! fifty- 
three jTeople fmdiidmg one befud¬ 
dled pigeon) nde a Lon<lon tube 
train heading for a crash In 253 
sketches consisting of 253 wonls 
each, Fty'man jinjvidcs these unwit- 
tin gh" f loomed ndci's with \ivid in- 
fliviflu^ility, getting inside the hcufls 
of everyone from a (lisilliisiDuefl 
Punjabi tliT cleaner to tluit pigeon 
w ilh a gleeful omniscience Origi- 
mdly launched on Rymians own 
w ebsite in the oflline “ixanlx" 
of 25d includes [in index of links be- 
twetm chiUTictei^, cheeky ftH>tnoL(-s 
(AVilliam Bliikt? molw^ a Kuneo Uip 
to the ju-esent in a rambling note 
about the poet's liome on HeiTiiJes 
Road), mid subversive ads (lua UM h 
AN .\rTIUii: IN 
TlMK’) tlut remind the reiulerlhat 
however real a novelistic world 
niay scH/in, it’,s still the creation of an 
iilJ-[MiwTiTuJ iiutiior B —Alict Knuj 

> > Moris reviews In EW Special 

Edltlonatwww.ew.com << 


THE browser 

Opfiihif/ Ihiesfi'oni mrauflif jrnhltshed f/o/j/w 

“There are two Thanksgivings In El Paso. The one In 

November is observed much as it Is In the rest of America: 
turkey, dressing, corn, sweet potatoes, and pumpkin pie, 
then motor shutdown, a retreat to the couch and TV.,.j The 
other Thanksgiving Is celebrated on the last Sunday In April." 
From ABRAHAM VERCHESE’s memoir, The Tennis Partner: A 
Doctor's Story of Friendship and Loss (HarparCalllns, »25j 


“At Khartoum, Shambat Bridge now spans the very 
beginning of the Nile. Just south of the bridge Is the painted 
tip of denaely wooded TutI Island, around which the White 
Kile and the Blue Nile meet without yet mixing, converging 
(only their widths here Into the new river." From MICHAEL 
iALLIN'e Zara fa: A Glraffa's True Story. From Daap In Africa to 
^tha Heart ofParla (Walker, S32) 
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‘D-DAY’ REDUX 

F ierce battles. Bloody carnage. 

Questions of dignity and honor. Are 
we talking World War II or this sum¬ 
mer’s trade-paperback list? For 
weeks on end, the Chicken Soups Ungers tus¬ 
sled with the Small Stuff of Richard Carlson. 

Then readers started staggering out of Sav¬ 
ing Private Ryan.^and marching straight Into 
bookstores to replenish their Stephen Ambrose rations. The 
author, a consultant on the film, penned his best-selling ac¬ 
count of June 6,1944 four years ago; it’s been hastily plucked 
from backtist duty, adding 40,000 copies to a previous 282,000 
In print and one more soldier to the best-seller fray. 
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FICTION 


1 RAINBOW SIX Turn fUntj', I’ldnn m 'Vr: 

2 TELLMEYDUR DREAMS Siilin‘> .'‘hi lili-ti. Xl^riri.,, 

3 I KNOWTHISMUCH IS TRUE Wiilly Uimh. R(r/tioH:; U) 

4. MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE N'lchnliL- S| UVi r/ / r. ■k’-y 

5 THE FIRST EAGLE Ton.v Hilli riiian, flfirju'rf'ii’l-.i- . Sj~i 
O SUMMER SISTERS Judy Hlumc, Dchn/iif. yj; ‘rZ 
T PO'NTOF ORIGIN kalnria Orniwrll. 

8 NO SAFE PLACE liiduirU N’mlh [’iiU./r>uri, /w'>//d' -i:, 

0 BRIDGET JONES’S DIARY Helm I’lt ldinp. 

10 MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA Anhur dultkn. iJZ 
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NONFICTION 


1 TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE Mitch ARxim, 1/5 

2 THE DAY DIANA DIED CJirbJn>pht.r Andt-r-i'Ji, .\L>rrtnr 

3 SUGAR BUSTER SI H. laighton Slowiiril Murrii^oiiC M It 

Siun S. Andrews, M.D . imd Lui.^ M.D., 2j. 

4 the 9 STEPS TO FINANCIAL FREEDOM Sli 20 Drmiin. (*n:sri{, 

5 A PIRATE LOOKS AT FIFTY Jimmy hiiTfLU, AVna/oifi Hoit P. = 

Q THE liriUONAIRE NEXT DOOR ... 

Tliomai: J Stojiloy iuid \YitLiani It Danko, lAH if-'fit t ^ S’JJ 

7 ANGEW^S ASHES Frank MHkiun, Srnhh r, x.-; 
a IN THE MEANTIME lyanh YutznnL Si twin l^ t, s 

0 MEN ARE FROM MARS. WOMEN ARE FROM VENUS 

Jnhn finiy* Ph D , Xv-' 

lO A WALK IN THE WOODS PjII Un sfin. Urtnultotu. SZ5 , , 
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I DIVINE SECRETS OF THE YA-YA SISTERHOOD 

kL'br-ci’a WiJL;. '' O >7 tI'J 

2 COLD MOUNTAIN CIjiu li'.- T nmt r I 

3 DON'T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF Dr llirkud 1 LLTlHm. r irj . YLti i , 

4 LinLE ALTARS EVERYWHERE lii ls^‘l‘va \Vi lb. Ihtrp rj Vr^ .uj uft 

D THE COD OF SMALL THINGS ArundhuU rJ V r* mu . 

O D-DAY: JUNE G, tS44 phi n Pi Anil-rinH'. Xit'S iSrer/i 
7 CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE TEENAGE SOUL J. f linlit ld- M \ . Hjium n 

jiiiiJ K KirfM reiT i rtfi'lisAi^tC^iiniTi*j'f 

O UNDER THE TUSCAN SUN KnuiLr-^ Mayt - , slJ 

0 THE BEANIE QABY HANDBOOK . . 

|,j Hand Sui‘ l■'y\, Ui xf /Iiifhhuiff 

10 INTO THE WILD Ion KiTiluiUiT. A^>rIi}i t*I.tuiihfi du ff, i'-' 
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Devil’d Ham 


Mechanical AnimalSjiiie new album from the satanically antic Marilyn 
Manson, is a winning throwback to glam’s glory days, by David Browne 


it’s no sHork that mari- 
lyn Munson’s Mechanical Ani¬ 
mals is designed to be oh so 
shocking. The cover image— 
Jliinson a.s an anorexic, silver- 
skinnerl alien with bi'easts and 
airbrushed genitals, not to 
mention a \ erj' admirable red¬ 
headed dye job—i-; merely 


the .stiUling iioint Next, scan 
the song titles' "I Don't Like 
the Drugs (But the Di'Ugs 

Like Me)..The Doi)e Show.” 

“Coma ^\^llte ” Then, 

observe liuw Munson \\ ires 
the song's witli couplets nu'unl 
to impact like electric-^^hock 
volt sui'ges; ".She's got eyes 


like Za])rudtM'/And a mouth 
like heroin.” ‘T'm just a l)o.\ 
playing the suicirle king,” 
“Tliey .■'lit our tliroats/ljiVie w<‘ 
wei'e lknsei>." Oooh —v/iooA'f/' 
All of this IS acluullv comic 

H 

in its ridiciilousnes.';, iniii-li 
lilu' Jlanson'-^ enterUnning (if 
no! (’orn])l<‘tel_v lieliev .ililr i 


memoir, Tltc Lauf) Hard 
Road Out of Hid! 11’s u 1 so 
veiy goofl showmanship, not 
to mention valuable lo so¬ 
ciety—il s important to liave 
(iecatlent rock heroe.s who 
upset con.servative institu¬ 
tions, (Could anything be 
lest threatening, less mck vt 
roll, Ilian the ipiaiiil neo- 
suing revival—nujslc you can 
sliare willi pan rits o ml 
grandjiareiUs''’1 Bin >i an 
duloiis ' (liilc a lorM.ii ed -tilo- 

1 e ^ i' I' ji I o f 1 lie I tin - T I 1111 ] 
ie.l nilL'" nil |mi" ell 17 en I . M II i 

' llltlk a ln>i j 11.. "I .nt. c. 

'lent 'I II' I III - V, II Ivi I i • 
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world/On its way to hell” is t 
either shoclang o/'good poetiy. 

In fact, there is something 
fleeply outi'ageous about Mr- 
f'liaiiical Atnnnils, a jolt of 
the most unexpected kind: 


brutality, "Tlie Last Day on 
Earth,” a lumbering glow er 
ballad tliat builils with wave 
upon wave of eaith-scorching 
guitar, achieves a tlecadent 
aural beauty. 


It’s a Munson album that de- 
livei's on music as much as on 
image. Portrait of an Anterh 
can Famdij and Anhchroyt 
Snperntnr, the band's first 
two albums, were catenvauls 
of sound—music that spun its 
^\■heels in dated industhal-riff 
sludge. Mechamcal Ammah 
features a new coproducer 
(Michael Beinhom) and a new 
guest giiitaiist (former 
Chili Pepper Dave 
Navarro). But the im¬ 
provement could just 
as well be psychologi¬ 
cal. Between the suc¬ 
cess of liis book imd the 
Christian Right's at¬ 
tempts to ban the 
band’s concerts, Mun¬ 
son knows that his mo¬ 
ment in pop culture has ar- 
ri\'ed. It was time to put up or 
shut down, and he and his 
band have done the fonner. 

Looldng back in mascara'd 
anger, Mansun and Beinhoni 
have fashioned music steeped 
in glam rock and concept- 
album bombast but updated 
with a crunclnng intensitj^ 
Much as he did wntli Sound- 
garden's Supvrn nknoicn , 
Beinhorn hius taken a roaring, 
big-screen a.^'sault and i-eiiied 
It in just enough. He layers 
the songs with cooing backup 
lingers, electromca burble.^, 
skulking guitai'.s, and synths 
at iheir mo.si decadenlly new 
wavy. The effect is often 
spectacular a lurid caliaret- 
Mick i‘e\aie for the po.-'L-global- 
ecunomy meltdown. "Post 
Huinaii” and "New Model 
No. IT)” fly like .^pithall.s, 
"The Dope Show" iind “1 
\V;mt to Disaiipear” agger 
1)1.1 'W i>li, glitter roi k iniect- 
. .i u ii h .1 l'a\ e-new ■ w orld 


Setting aside his lung- 
shredding scream—he’s 
rock’s most tone-deaf front¬ 
man—Manson spends his 
time ajiing thin white dukes 
like Marc Bolan ant) Da\id 
Bowie Tliat isn't the only re¬ 
minder of an earlier rock era. 
The songs' numerous refer¬ 
ences to mind-numbing ding'' 


and the religious liglit (“Rock 
Is Dead”). At the end of the 
concept record Aidirlinfit Su- 
pcitifar, Manson had con- 
cpiered the planet On lUc- 
cltauica! Anioiah, he’s not 
sure he want,s it alter all. 

Ultimately, Manson’s bo¬ 
geyman ci’eeiiiness, astutely 
packaged as it is, feels too 
slick and manufactured to be 
tine. Woukl anyone this sinful 
and (leiU'-aved wony so much 
about the llckleness ofthe me¬ 
dia. as Mails on does in "New- 
Model No. lo" and “The Dope 
Show” (“They love you w hen 
vou’re on all the covei'sAV'lien 
vou'rc- not then they lo\e an- 
nther")? But with Mcrhanirn! 
Aniinalr, he’s at least lived 
up 10 III-' sonic pi'omise Call 
him Malice Coo[.>er and iii'ay 
he lua'ome instantly ir- 
ivlevmit, as old golf-loving Al- 
ici- did. And if he doi^s—well, 
that's sliowliiz, and Hicre’s 
noiliing particular ly .'hocking 
.■riiout that, either. A- 
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and sexual escapades (the lat- 
ter w ith sci-fi allu¬ 
sions) also recall glam's 
anyth ing-goes heyday, 
But there's a crucial 
'90s difference. Glam 
wallow'ed in nanghty- 
boy insouciance, but 
Manson ns glum and 
pessimistic. He's dis- 
gu.sted wath backstab- 
bers {“Speed of Pam”) 



■ STAR TRACK The ’70s cult band Big Star has been lionized 
by R.E.M. and the Replacements and covered by the Bangles 
and Garbage, yet the star-crossed group never came within 
spitting distance of living up to Its name during its brief 
lifespan. Now, however, a Big Star oldie is getting big-tJme 
exposure via Fox's highly rated sitcom That ’70s Show, which 
uses the band's 1972 song “In the Street” as Its theme. Oddly, 
the tune—retitled “That ’70s Song”—Is credited to the com¬ 
poser of the show's background music, Ben Vaughn (although 
the closing credits contain the phrase “based on ‘In the 
Street’ by Alex Chilton and Chris Bell”). Vaughn, an old buddy 
of Chilton's (cowriter Bell died in 1976), maintains that he 
Isn't trying to steal anyone's thunder, saying his “arranger’s 
credit” Is merely for “speeding up [the song] to make It 
sound like it came off of Who's Next" Says Vaughn: “I called 
Alex and asked how he'd feel about [my reworking the song], 
and he said, ‘That's great. I always wanted that song to see 
the light of day."’ The notoriously media-shy Chilton didn't 
return calls for comment, but former Big Star drummer 
Jody Stephens says his ex-band mate Is happy with the 
financial arrangement. “At the end of the day, I think every¬ 
one's Just grateful that song Is In that show,” says Stephens. 
“And t’m sure Alex can use the money.” 


■ ‘NEVER’ MINE After months of struggling to attain Next Big 
Thing status, surrogate Spice Girls AM Saints have finally hit It 
big In America with their top 10 single, “Never Ever,” But there's 
an untold story behind the song, which was the subject of a 
(surprisingly quiet) lawsuit filed In London this past January 
by American songwriters Sean Mather and Robert Jazayerl. 
The pair are seeking 50 percent of thecopyright and royalties 
for “Never Ever," claiming 
that they wrote the music for 
the song and that All Saints 
member Shaznay Lewis ad¬ 
ded lyrics (the three share 
writing credits). All Saints 
decline to comment, but a 
rep for Mather and Jazayerl 
says the suit Is close to res¬ 
olution. In spite of the dis¬ 
pute, Lewis seems happy with 
the results ofthe collabora¬ 
tion, calling it “a classic 
song" (something we’d never 
ever do). — Tom Sinclatr 
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GetOnthe’Bus 


Let's be blunt: Canibus'debut album is full of smokin’ 
arooves, but the hip-hop hope still has a way to go 


ON THE BASIS OF ONE SIN- 
gle anti a few cameos, Can¬ 
ibus has been designated the 
savior of hip-hop. His drool- 
ingly anticipated debut al¬ 
bum picks up where his cut¬ 
ting anti-LL Cool J tract, 
"Second Round K.O..” left 
off- (Their feud start¬ 
ed when LL thought 
Canibus dissed him 
while recording LL's 
"4,3.2. L") Gan-I-Bus 
is steeped in old- 
school verbal swipes 
and boasting skills. 

But Canibus (a.k.a. 


Canibus 


Can-I-Bus 

U^IV^FISAL 


Germaine AWliams) has lofti¬ 
er goals than denigrating ag¬ 
ing rappers. Even though 
he’s a newcomer, he’s taken it 


upon himself to offer advice 
anti cai’eer guidance to fellow 
hip-hoppers. On Can-1-Bun, 
he counsels rappers on rec- 
ord-tleal basics ("Niggonome- 
tiy"), extols the ni-tues of be¬ 
ing tnie to nife and child ("I 
Honor U”), deciies fans who 
bring guns to concerts 
(“What's Going On"), 
and flames “spineless, 
rhymeless" musical 
competitois in order to 
w^iip them into shape 
(“Get Retarded”). “I 
came to see that hip- 
! liop 15 nerer tiuTnshed,” 


Canibus raps—and from the 
sound of his terse, hardenetl 
deliveiy, he means it. 

.4l a time when gangsta 


Glock-and-spiel fan¬ 
tasies still propel 
albums into the top 
10, Canibus’ self- 
iielp approach i.s 
undeniably refresh¬ 
ing. But Can-I-Bius 
still feels like the 
work of a prom¬ 
ising, but not fully 
developed, talent. 

Even with remake 
king Wyclef Jean 
pitching in, most of 
the music is mini¬ 
malist at best, 
bland at worst— 
heavy on the beats, 
light on melodic 
hook.s or sonic inno¬ 
vation. Canibus can be a bit 
heavy himself sometimes: 
“Channel Zero,” an alien-in¬ 
vasion manifesto about Area 
51 that would have fit per¬ 
fectly onto the X-Filca 
soundtrack, is delivered with 
so much gravity that Can¬ 


ibus sounds a little dement¬ 
ed. His devotion to the lyri¬ 
cal slam and to self-respect 
earmark Canibus as a con¬ 
tender, but it wouldn’t hurt 
him to learn a few things 
about record making—from, 
sav. LL? B —DB 




iLs 


sultant for the new Nuggets. 

Producer-guitarist Lenny Kaye, who 
compiled the original Nuggets, acknowl¬ 
edges that the definition of a “nugget” has 
hardened Into a cliche of hopped-up kids 
rewriting “Gloria" and “Louie Louie.” But 
he maintains that the Rhino set largely 
upholds his original vision, which was to 
present a diverse collection of great tunes 
by little-known bands that transcend 
genre: “This is rock at Its most Immedi¬ 
ate; the same attitudes were in place here 
that would birth Nirvana In the early ’90s.” 

Of course, few of the original garage 
groups ever attained NIrvana-tevel suc¬ 
cess. Barry Tashian, whose former band, 
the Remains, came close to grabbing the 
brass ring by opening for the Beatles on 
that group's 1966 American tour. Is suit¬ 
ably wistful about the past; “[The 
Remains] were kind of like a fire that was 
too hot to burn for very long. At the time, 
though, 1 was completely convinced that 
we were going to be as big as the Rolling 
Stones or the Kinks." —TS 






T hey CAME armed with guitars, 
shag haircuts, and bad 
attitudes, flaunting 
a familiarity with 
black vernacular 
music gleaned 
from Rolling Stones and 
Yard birds rec¬ 
ords. They had 
no Idea they 
were starting a 
canon, but the 
bands featured on 
Rhino’s just-re- 
leased four-CD box 
ed set. Nuggets: Original 
Artyfacts From the First Psy¬ 
chedelic Era, f965-f96fi—a vastly 
expanded version of the 1972 double 
LP of the same tltJe—were among the 
very first colonizers of 
Garageland, where the 


only requirements for citizenship are 
rudimentary musical ability and 
tons of teen spirit. 

Rhino is hoping that this 
lavish package of rough- 
hewn gems by the likes of the 
Standells, New Colony Six, 
and the Seeds 
will rekindle 
interest in the 
scruffy Ameri¬ 
can bands that 
presaged the 
’70s punk revolu¬ 
tion. And make no mis¬ 
take: Their influence vra,s enor¬ 
mous. “I was in England in 1977 
hanging out with people like the 
Sex Pistols, and everybodyhad [the 
first Nuggets album]," recalls 
garage-rock booster Greg 
Shaw, who served as a con- 
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GERALD LEVERT ‘‘Tliinkin’ About 

It" .s’//£7Wi:<?rn "Hikinj? 

a cue from p;il Keith Sweat, the 
father of cuvr-UiL^top :>oul 
ixans in Jii.s usual ^u^to 
anil pfus ‘'About It" with a 
.sltjw-bunun^ piL^inn Wlien lie 
rlenmuls that liLs philiuideiin^ ] 
p^irtner chancre lier e\nl wa>"s, 
lie i^o elotjueiitly^—and sen¬ 
sually—expresses liimsulf, you 
woniler how slie cuuld itTuse 
luni A — JnruiJf Ht llitjfir 


Pop/Rock 


HOOTIE&THEBLOWnSH Musi¬ 
cal Chairs (Athjuftc) That 
smoothly pnaiff voice, tho^e 
jmtrte-jan^^le clionls, the skin- 
deep senuments it must he 
Hootu:’ On their tluril album, 
the Columbia. S.C . ([uartet 
adfl just a dasii uf spice to 
their fireilit-table musical 
recijie The juiced ^r^uUu' buzz 
of “Wishinir” and “Bluesy 
Ftevolution" gis'es thiise tiTicks 
a irost-pn*unge kick, and the 
acoustic ‘'Michelle Bosl" 

anil “l}esen ^loiiiitain Sliow- 

■ 

flown ’ are fine examples uf 
No De])ressiun lite Stilly the 
Blowfisli cuniiiiue to hug that 
center stni>e in the roatl If 
you rlon't fhg Vin, rion't Injtli¬ 
en B — Marc Wt'int/fn-ti u 


ugees from an old William 
C^LStle honxir flick. ItV all a Ut- 
tle creepy, to be sure, but 
Zombie s C7iiluumsh antics lU'k 
too over^the-top to really get 
under your skin C+ — A/IV 

DIGITAL UNDERGROUND Who Got 

the Gravy? (Jakc/InU^rscopc) 
Tliese I^ay Aixfa gi oove freaks 
iMX* ntdong like it s lt)iS8 all over 
again On pai'ty piimiiers like 
“^Vmd Me Up," leader Shix;k-G 
(iLk.^L Humpty Hump) relent¬ 
lessly works liie chasm be- 
twL'cn slamming Cali biivhop 
iuid Geoi^ge CLinton-style jam¬ 
my jams. Meanwhile, cameos 
from KKS-Onu, Bia Marlde, 
and Big Punisher dis^ilay ;m 
Eicst CoasL-West Coast unity 
thaPs more block paily than 
political summit While Sfime 
beats civuk. the end result 
makes for most joyous 

nijj albian B+ —Mntt Divfil 

MEDIAEVAL D/EBES Salvo Nos 

iViri/inJ Don't let the jokey 
name fool you'; Mediaeval 
IkTbes play iheir early music 
straight If tiiese dozen un¬ 
trained singLT’s (led by foiTner 
Mii'antla Sex Ganlen member 
Kalheniie Phike) '^umetinies 
fall short of the hushed mys- 
ten' yfHiM hii]ie to hear in 
these motets and ail's, they 
bnng a freshness ami lack of 
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MARY CUTRUFELLO When the 
Night Is Through (.Iffrntnj) 

This season's mrvst buzzed- 
about newcomer has dearly 
studietl at the feet of the m:L<- 
ters—in her case, the riotcti 
Cf)m]josei*s Petty ami MeHen- 
ciuiip. Dll CulnifellnV fu'sl al¬ 
bum. small-town liLMrtlaiid 
ruck comes alive, from her 
gi'avel-road ileiiveiy to an- 
themic, ciu'-tf^ji-fimvn songs 
about beaiity-sdiool gaP ami 
Highw'ay ."jO. Tins ap|>roacli 
ix^aps the fK:aLSHJn;il rewm d— 
tile song "Sunny Day" bm^ts 
with energ>'—hut it's also ile- | 
li V j 111 \ t ■ ^ mi I d f a\TiiTgl ll sun e; il i 
m it> re-aT.;iiion uf Keagrui-c’ni • 
^ts n ide B- —IJB 

ROB ZOMBIE HBlIbilly Deluxe 

(f r^/jrin i ln las fli^t sj ikj album. 
White Zimibie’s ilrearijnt kt d 
fi’iiNtnum )]:is o lUfTi *rti d a ven¬ 
dible lileKKi iVast < iflLiir-iTiisiiig 
guilai s- sjpine-nnglnig ilniiii 
lunp^^ ;mil .t east of kllli lUll^h 
I bane i( r- wild emild ii-' i k b 


jiia^tcnsion that co:lx the beau¬ 
tiful, cniggily atLstci\.> music out 
of the doisters anfi into the 
clubs, B —Ma kitt 

BETTE MIDLER Bathhouse Botty 

flVhrncf Bn>s ) In retrosjiect, 
'A\1nd Heneatli My Wings'' in- 
mod Midler Before iL, slie 
sj^eciahzofl m big showsLo]>- 
pei-s that were schmaltzy <un! 
eiecLrifyingly soulful (“The 
liose ” ‘‘Stay With Me"), now¬ 
adays, she mostly g<>e-s for tlie 
sdimaltz, Toti bad—tedinically, 
slie's singing belter tlian ever, 
\Mtli an e^isygoing cre^lmlness 
One gem shines through’ the 
mordant Hen Folds ballad 
“Boxuig" B- Ihnij SchriDKui 

FUH'Dtf MENTAL EroUc Terrorism 

(Ndtion/Bi^fjgars Ba ntfitvt) 
Retaining their flebul's hard- 
hearlecl activism (Public Ene¬ 
my \dth tablas, mure or less), 
Fun^Da'Mental oxidode their 
palette here with Hcreaming 
metal guitar, monster break 
heats; nive electronics, tlindi 
film samples^ ami new-wave 
c|a\™'ali vocals. Subtle it s not— 
;us the toituix^-^'ictim photos m 
the CD bfKiklet attest But 
some things aren't supposed 
to be. A- —Will Hcnntb 

AMY RIGBY Middlescence 

(/\0(V/) Seven years after 
her band the Shams gave us 
the clever neo-country mus- 
ings of theuMlamentiibly} one- 
;m!l-finJy album, Qinlt, and two 
years after her swell solo de¬ 
but, Dutrif iif a ll/or/ fBmsi'- 
in/c, guiUulst Rigby foisLsthe 
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Further Sexploits 

I With Neve Campbell and Denise Richards in tow. Wild Things director 
I John McNaughton reaches a new peak—located just beyond the 
i valley of delirious classic exploitation flicks. 


AS NAHOKOV SAID, NOTH- 

ing IS more exhiliiniting than 
j^hilLstine xTilganly," Smooth, 
cheap exploitation flicks slake 
our thirst for smut ;is fully as 
gi’eat films sate our ttuste for 
the sublime. The new master 
of the craft maj' be John Mc¬ 
Naughton. whose recent Wild 
Things, with ib-; had one-hners, 
greiit double cesses, tincl ludi- 
crous menage a troi.'^, is a 
gi-arle-A B movie 
Alternately reminiscent of 
a James M Cam novel and a 
wet T-shirt contest. Mc- 
Naughton's fabliau of Florida 


concerns a high school guid¬ 
ance coun.selor, Sam Lnmbiu-- 
do (Matt Dillon, fabulously 
miscast), accused of trysting 
with two students* Suzie 
Toller, a stoned punk, and 
Kelly Van Ryan, a rich brat. 
Suzie is Neve Campbell, who 
is seemingly able to summon 
j a trembly soap opera woiuul- 
I edne.ss at will; Kelly l.s Denise 
Richards, who is bodacious, 
i Did Sam rape the girls? 

' Did they consensualIv i)ar- 
I lake in e.vtracunicular activi- 
I lies? 1 ... the whole scenan(» a 
baroiiue swindle? .Maylu- 


by Troy Patterson 

Kevin Bacon, no mere police 
detective but a piiilosojiher of 
evil—“Hey. Jimmy." lie lec¬ 
tures one of Sam’s charges, 
“people aren't always what 
they appear to be. Don’t for¬ 
get that"—can su.ss out this 
moral cesspool. If not, maybe 
Bill Murray, as the Kver- 
ghulej-' shadiest shyster, will. 

McNaughton’s eye for the 
gaudy gesture is as e\ iilent 
here .ls in his haiTowing fir.-'l 
film, mho's Ift iini Poi'lritii nf 
(I lSV/'jo/ Kilh r., and in his 
TV movie that deliiii' on 
\ ideo later tins month Oin 


from Shuwtime’s “Rebel 
Higliwaj*" senes—remakes of 
the teen-pleasing cheapies 
chunied out bv Amencan In- 
ternational Picture.s— Girls In 
Prison strays from tlie IHofi 
original in almost all respects, 
save for its penitentiary mi¬ 
lieu McNaughton. nne.>sing a 
schpL by shock auteur Siunuel 
Fuller and Ins wife, Christa 
Lang, tarts up the tlreck uilh 
overt references to llte-era 
conloimism. rabid Mcf ’arthy- 
ism, and jailhuuse lesbianism. 

Here, two gals, both doing 
time for hludgeoning Cuni- 
mu* bailers, meet a Ihird, 
Aggie, an nrjihaned i7-year- 
olrl songstress frami"(l for 
the munier ufa I’ecord esec 
ulive Siuee lie woman In 
hind I III- sfi iip I Xniie l lci lie, 

HEY. YOU'RE SOAKING IM IT' 
Campbell and Richards sink inta 
the mire that is Wild Thtnp,s 


C L I M T O N 


sultry and brunet) still 
wants Aggie dead—by, say, a 
screwdriver attack during a 
riot at an inmates’ burlesque 
show—the pau* dutifully pro¬ 
tect the new bod on the cell- 
block. It’s a deliriously arch 
premise, but the .loke.oX.de- 


DNA is traceable in Aii.^fni 
Poim’.s and Boiufic Aory/ihs ) 
Instead, he's been embraced 
by the counterculture, Any 
number of rock hands take 
cues from his stuff, and direc¬ 
tor John Waters has called 

Jtlnvni ’s FaiitAn. Pmsci/ftatl 


,r,o^ 
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jiujiiJ ViA J,Lil Cl ij.cilll.l~ |H 

bag. Two years later, I 
the hooker (Constance I 
Towers) has moved to B 
a small town where, in elabo- 
rtite double entendre, she so¬ 
licits a dirty cop under the 
pretcn.se of selling chain- i 
pagne, Llien, itu‘\|d]cably, 
leaves llie life behind to be¬ 
come a nurse’^ aide. The iilm 

all tabloid sensibility and 
celhiloiil I'uL 

Over time, Fuller earned 
acclaim as. lu quote Andta-w 
triarns, “an aiuheiilii Amen¬ 
can primitive ' Meyer has 
In-cn lamely disregarded In 
tile critical establishment. 
>The notable exception i.- 
Kogcr Fbert, wh" wrote 
.Mever - -nappy, happening ; 
I’l III! Vlllh If ill fill I 

t).i!Is a 1 '-'To fiIm w Iiom* 


witn a Hidden fortune. 

The ctinicra w*ork is 
as sharp a.- (fregg 
Tnland s, the scenano is 
a Warholian daydream, anil 
ilie slangy*. innuenthHladen di¬ 
alogue—“I never try any¬ 
thing," sneei's V’iirla, “I just do 
It’’—nearly aphonstic. Watch¬ 
ing Meyer’s “ode to the vio¬ 
lence in women.” seeing his 
sadistic, toji-heavy anti- 
heioine.s—caricatures of tlie 
lenime fatale, really—shimmy 
and stomp their way in de- 
.-tnicliun. you .slari to woiiiler 
who's r(*allv being exploited in 
any exploitation tilni; the 
w otnen ]jai(i to play wild tilings 
on sf-reen or the men who p,i\ 
to find iiiU lun\ wild thi-y me 
]Vilii 'riniiff< B+ flirls 1)1 
B” I hi Ao*.'-' 

B+ Fiisfi /. ' A 


home VrSIQN 

$29J& 

UNRATED 





see his girl¬ 
friend. 

■ THE APOSTLE 
A man can do the 
Lord's work and 
still be a man, 
can't he? Rob¬ 
ert Duvall 
stars as more- 
than-twlce- 
tempted Pente¬ 
costal preacher BUI. 

■ GOOD WILL HUNT¬ 
ING Problem solving 
comes easily to whip- 
smart Willy (Matt 
Damon), who's used to 
talking his way out of 
criminal charges. But after 
a tough Judge forces Willy 
to shape up, he must decide 
whether he’s got the guts 
to hold on to well-bred 
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Hillary (Minnie Driver). 

■ JACKIE BROWN Everything 
goes wrong for white-beach- 
house resident Bill (Samuel 
L. Jackson) when his chief 
adviser (Robert De Niro) kills 
intern Monica (Bridget Fon¬ 
da) Just because she's so 
annoying. Pam Grier costars 
as Linda, a woman who 
knows way too much. 

■ THE BIG LEBOW5KI Wacko 
bowling buddy Yeltsin (John 
Goodman) takes the reins in 
hopes of a million-dollar 
windfall when things get 
a little sticky for known 
Inhaler BUI (Jeff Bridges). 
—George Bloostan 
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Furthe. 


With Neve Campbell and Denise Richards in tow, Wi(d Fh/ngsdirector 
John R/lcNaughton reaches a new peak—located just beyond the 
valley of delirious classic exploitation flicks, by Troy Patterson 



AS NABOKOV SAID, “NOTH- 

ing is more exhiUirating than 
philistine Milgaiity.” Smooth, 
cheap exploitation flicks slake 
our thii^t for smut as fully as 
gi'eat films sate oui' Uiste for 
the sublime. The new master 
of the ci'aft may' be pJolm Mc- 
Naughton, whose recent Wild 
Things, uith its bad one-liners, 
great double crosses, and ludi¬ 
crous menage ii trois, is a 
gi‘ade-A B movie. 

AlternateW reminiscent of 
a James M Cain novel and a 
wet T-shirt contest, Mc- 
Naughton’s fabliau of Tlerida 


EPTEP.IBER ie 


eoncenis a high school guid¬ 
ance counselor, Sam Lombar¬ 
do (Matt Dillon, fabulously' 
miscast), accused of tiysiing 
with two Students: Suzie 
Toller, a stoned punk, and 
Kelly Van Ry'an, a rich brat. 
Suzie is Neve Campbell, u ho 
is seemingly able to summon 
a trembly' soap opera wound- 
edne?.s at will; Kelly is Denise 
Richardp>, who is bodaciou.s. 

Did Sam rape the girU? 
Did tliey consensually par¬ 
take in e.xtracurnculai' activi- 
lie.-^? N the whole scenai’io a 
baroque swintlle'^ Maybe 


Kevin Bacon, no mere police 
detective but a philosopher of 
evil—‘‘Hey, Jimmy," he lec¬ 
tures one of Sam’s charges, 
“people aren't alway's wlial 
they apiiear to be. Don’t for¬ 
get that"—can suss out this 
moral cesspool. If not, maybe 
Bill Murray, as the Ever¬ 
glades' sliadie.st shyster, will. 

McNaughton’s eye for the 
gaudy ge.sture is as evident 
here a.s in his haiTouing first 
film, lOfiO's H( Ill'll. Poiinnl of 
(t SfTKfl Ktlli'i', anil in hi> 

TV movie tlial debuts on 
\iiieri later this month. Dne 


HEY, YOU'RE SOAKING IN IT! 
Ganipbcll and Richards sink into 
the mire that is Wild Things 


19 3 0 


OMHIPRESKNT GLIM TON 


sultry and brunet) still 
wants Aggie dead—byt say, a 
screwdriver attack during a 
riot at an inmates’ burlesque 
show—tlie pair dutifully pro¬ 
tect the new hod on the cell- 
block. It’s a deliriously arch 
premise, but the joke of de¬ 
liberate awfulness giwvs old 
fast, and only Heche hams it 
up just right. Girls in Prison 
would benefit from Wild 
Things' unself-conscious 
shamelessness. 

Although shame-free vul¬ 
garity predates the 
nickelodeon, the two 
men who reshaped the 
genre in the wake of 
the drive-in 15)50s 
were Prison cowriter 
Sam Fuller and sex¬ 
ploitation impresario 
Russ Mej'er, Fuller, 
who died last year at 
age 86, created low- 
budget, taste-flouting 
flicks like Under¬ 
world US.A. (1961), 

Shoclc Corridor (1963), 
and The Naked Kiss, 
which jazzily opens as 
a bald hooker clobber's 
her John with a liand- 
bag. Two y'ears later, 
the hooker (Constance 
Towers) has moved to 
a small town where, in elabo¬ 
rate double entendre, she so¬ 
licits a dirty cop under the 
pretense of selling cham¬ 
pagne, then, inexplicably, 
leaves the life behind to be¬ 
come a nui'se’s aide. The film 
is all tabloifl sensibility and 
cellukud rot. 

Over time. Fuller earned 
acclaim as. to tiuote Andrew 
Sarris. “an authentic Ameri¬ 
can primitive." Meyer has 
been largely disregarded by 
the critical establishment. 
iTlie notable exception is 
Roger Ebert, who wrote 
.Meyei’i- sna[)py, hajipening 
Biiiuiid fill' Vallrif of fhr 
Doilx, a 19Tn film wlio^e 


DNA is traceable in Aushn 
Powers ami Boogie lights.) 
Instead, he’s been embraced 
by the counterculture Any 
number of rock bands take 
cues from his stuff, and direc- 
tor John Waters has called 
Meyer'.s Faster, Pussycat! 
Kill! Kill! “beyond a doubt, the 
iiest movie ever made." 

Faster, Pussgeaf! opens 
witli a stentorian voice-over 
steeling us for the sjiectacle 
that follows. Tlte “rapacious 
new breed’’ of ultraviolent 
ultra-vixens we're 
warned of is exempli¬ 
fied by a trio of “bux- 
otic" speed-racing go- 
go dancers cruising 
the California desert. 
Billie, Rosie, and Var- 
la, the leader of the 
pack (Tura Satana, a 
kind of Jane Russell 
by' way of Vampii'a), 
happen upon an “all- 
American boy" and 
hts teen.vbopper girl¬ 
friend, kill him for 
sport, kidnap her. 
then .stLinible onto a 
desiccated lecher 
\rith a hidden fortune. 

The camera work is 
a.s sharp ns Gregg 
Tohind’s, the scenano is 
a Warliolian daydream, and 
the i-langy; innuendo-laden ili- 
alogue—“I never try any¬ 
thing," .sneeiN Vai'la, “I jiLst dll 
it”—neiu’h' ajihonstic. Watch¬ 
ing Meyer’s “ode to tlie vio¬ 
lence in women," seeing hi.s 
sadistic, to]j-]K‘avy anti- 
heroine.''—caricatures of tlie 
femme fatale, really—slummy' 
and .'^tomji their way to de- 
.stimlion, vou i^Lua to wonder 
who’s really being exploitei l in 
any exploitation film: the 
u omen [)aid to ])Iay wild things 
on screen or the men w ho pay 
to find out liow will 1 they' ai’e. 
Wild Things. B+ Girls in 
Prison: B- Tlx Xahed Kiss' 
B+ I' d iter, Pns.nfcut A 



Things 
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TRISTAH 
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Faster, 
Pussycat! 
Kill! Kill! 

i9aE} 

RM FILMS 
S7d.50 
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Girls in 
Prison 

1904 
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S103J9 
RATED R 

The Naked 
Kiss 

i9e& 

HOME VISION 

S29.9S 

UNRATED 



W HILE WAG The Dog 
became a hotter 
rental after our 
Commander-In- 
Chief ordered missile 
strikes against terrorists 
In Afghanistan and Sudan, 
for those with a presidential 
sex scandal on the brain It 
Isn't the only home-viewing 
option. And we aren’t even 


Hillary (Minnie Driver). 

■ JACKIE BROWN Everything 
goes wrong for white-beach- 
house resident Bid (Samuel 
L. Jackson) when his chief 
adviser (Robert De Niro) kills 
Intern Monica (Bridget Fon¬ 
da) Just because she’s so 
annoying. Pam Grier costars 
as Linda, a woman who 
knows way too much. 



just talking about Primary 
Colors, Change some names 
to protect the innocent, and 
there are all sorts of hits in 
which Art Imitates BID. 

■ U.S. MARSHALS Covert 
government agent Bill (Wes¬ 
ley Snipes) can’t seem to 
convince super-tenacious 
lawman Ken (Tommy Lee 
Jones) that It’s all a 
setup, a big misunder¬ 
standing, or maybe a 
matter of national 
security. Besides, he 
hardly gets to 
see his girl¬ 
friend. 

■ THE APOSTLE 
A man can do the 
Lord’s work and 
still be a man, 
can’t he? Rob¬ 
ert Duvall 
stars as more- 
than-twice- 
tempted Pente¬ 
costal preacher Bill. 

■ GOOD WILL HUNT¬ 
ING Problem solving 
comes easily to whip- 
smart Willy (Matt 
Damon), who’s used to 
talking his way out of 
criminal charges. But after 
a tough Judge forces Willy 
to shape up, he must decide 
whether he’s got the guts 
to hold on to well-bred 


■ THE BIG LEBOWSKI WackO 
bowling buddy Yeltsin (John 
Goodman) takes the reins in 
hopes of a mlllion-dollar 
windfall when things get 
a little sticky for known 
Inhaler Bill (Jeff Bridges). 
—George Blooston 
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The Best of DiCaprio on Video 

This Bov’s Work 


HE TVSTE OF TEENAGE 
girls can be baffling. 
White toenail polish‘d 
Hanson? But every 
decade or so the gilds get it 
right. They saw the vir¬ 
tues of blue jeans when 
eveiyone else was wTiting 
them off as work clothes. They saw tlie 
biTlhance of the Beatles when even the 
cockj' John Lennon had doubts. Recent¬ 
ly, they've proclaimed 23-year-old 
Leonardo DiCaprio the greatest actor of 
their generation. And, astonishingly, 
they re GOiTect. 

It has been a long, rocky road to Ti¬ 
tanic, spotted with self-made disastei's. 
(Was DiCaprio clapped into manacles 
and foiced to make The Man in the Iron 
Maskl) StOl, looking at the best of his 
earlier perfonnances on video, no one 
could now deny this kid can act. 

Audiences saw it first in This Boy's 
Life, llichael Caton-Jones’ 1993 adapta¬ 
tion of Tobias Wolff’s memoir. Watch 
how in his scenes with Robert De 
Niro—the vicious stepfather who knows 
“a thing or two about a thing or two”^— 
he drops all subtlety. DiCaprio doesn’t 
wipe De Niro off the screen. But he 
fights this war of actors to an honorable 
draw, somethmg few perionnei's, and no 
other teenager, could do. 

After This Boy's Life, DiCaprio moved 
impredictably on, plajring Johnny Depp’s 
retarded kid brother m Lasse Hallsti’oms 
IT/mf’s Eating Gilhert Grape (1993). a 
teenage junkie in Scott Kalvert’s The 
Basketball Diaries (1995), a tragic hero in 


BABYFACE 


held his own with Grape's^ Depp and Soy’s De Niro 


Baz LuhiTnann’s WUliani Shakespeare’s i 
Romeo & Juliet (1996), and a laging delin- 

P 

quent in il/arfnrs Roo)}} (1996), before 
getting on board lltcuiic. Every role 
seemed like a fresh aiicl choice, yet 
most follow a classic fonnula, a kind of 
Lord B\Ton Goes to the Mall DiCapiios 
hero IS often a tonnented lutist (the poet 
in Basketball Dianes] another poet, 
Artliiir Rimbaud, in Agnieszlm Holhmd’s 
1995 fibn Tofal Eclipse: the poitKiitust in 
Titan Id He likes gii*ls, but suice there are 
rai'ely any iu’oiind, he’ll huddle with boys 
too (This Boy's Life, Total Eclipse, Bas¬ 
ketball Diaries), On tlie rai'e occasions he 
has a gu’lhiend, she Lends to be small and 
vei’y' sincere, and just the imperfect tj^ie 
(the plam Clau'e Danes ot Romeo & Jnh- 

el, the nicely uphol¬ 
stered Kate Win.«let of 
'ritaiuc) that middle- 
school fans can identi¬ 
fy with Anfl when the 
in\ arial ily hitlc*i>i\\T*et 
ending comes, there 
isn’t a face in the the¬ 
ater uns.treaked by 
Mu\"b('lbne 


Titanic fulfills all these criteria, wliich 
is why amiies of young gii'ls went to see it 
repeatedly. Although in some way Titanic 
was the ultimate teen-Leo morfe, in one 
way it was an im]iortimt depai-tiu'e: Tliis 
film made money. Few of DiCapno’s other 
pictures have, with some of them sinking 
faster than that blue diamond pendant. 
The actor, in fact, had such a knack lor 
signing on to flop.s, you almost hari to 
w'onder w’liether. for all his cleverness, 
some petulant teen jiiul of him wanted to 
fad. No other bud ding sex symbol w-oultl 
have jumped to play the bisexual, ab- 
siiiLhe-suilling Rimbaud in Total Eclipse. 

Of coiU'.se. for the longest lime, .signing 
on for James Cameron’s TiUinic seemed 
like the wor.si sort of bet, too. That it 
succeeded, and eslablLshed DiCapnu as a 
genuine movie star, is a good thing ioi' 
eveiybody—because although teenage 
girls might like DiCaprio for skin-deep 
reasons, they're right alioiit his talent, 
which seem< lik(d> le linger lung alter 
his downy-cheeked piniip (cir-- are iiver 
77/ OS’ Bull's Lll< A f.J'lbl it (iiilpt B + 
Bnshfthfill [Jiiti'fi S' C Roiiii <1 ■V Ji'tut 
' B+ jl//f/■/'///V' liijiiii' B - riii pin ff Whittij 
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Now Wal-Mart brings you high-action movies at a very low price. 
Every popular action video you see here, and hundreds more 
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Recent Movies 

CITY OF ANGELS Nicolas Gage, Meg 
Ryan, Dennis Franz (lOos. 

PG-hj\ ?ioriA}9; Lij)i^ will nimble 
over thiii sclmiiLllzy ^nn on Wmuj^s 
of lksin\ Wlm \Vc'JKlei> UISS cult 
cUissic. ShifLinc? the scene for tlus 
niec^t!Jip orhcuvoii itncl earth 
Wentlei^' Berlin to L.A., Citj/ stars 
as a sensitn^e (and stnmgely 
morose) angel who lisks losing his 
wlicn lie falls lji love \nLli a 
clBanely do\^Ti-t(>-t"arth heart sur¬ 
geon (Ryan). Lacking B'mkas’ ex¬ 
pansive lyricism but p**eserving 
enough of Its \“isuals ami conceits 
(c.g« angels liang out in libnuaes all 
day) to keep things interesting, 
this New Agey talte will still en¬ 
gage the heiU-tsirings of any mor¬ 
tal \nth the teensiest desii'O to be¬ 
lieve, B —Dcuisc Lane tot 

DEEP RISING Treat Williams, Famke 
Janssen, Anthoiw Heald, Wes Studi, 
Djimon Hounsou (nm, HoHijicontL 

R. $l0.i 99} You can just hear the 
pilch for tins tluiUer; "ItV Alien 
meets Tit tin Yes and no. The 
plot does pit Williams renegade 
against a vorticious sea monster 
lurlungm a foundeiing cruise ship* 
But its execution by \^TitmMlu'ec- 
tor Slephen Sommers is strictly 
second-rate Tlie talented WlUkims 
seems a [loorinans Himason Foitl, 
gamely ^vast'cracking in the face of 
deatlu while JemssenV jewel-thief 
love interest and HeaUrs double- 
crossing ship owaier aiT- as two- 
dimensional as pai>er dolls. Before 
long youT be i-ooung for tlie film's 
one charisnuitic presence; the im- 
preSvSively slimy compiiLer-genci'at- 


ed seniLUH.. For the aetoi-s, liave a 
batch of popconi nt-ady to tlu'ow at 
the screen. C- —Core/; Weiner 

MARIO PUZO’S THE UST DON II Ja- 
son Gedrick, Kiretie Aliev, Patsv Ken- 

sit (ms. Tnmark. R, m.99) Spin- 
ninfT off Tlw La-'^t Don, this Mob 
mixes bloody violence with 
siibploL"! so sudsy they seetii more 
Jacqueline Susanii than Mario 
Puzo. The late don's daughter (Al¬ 
ley) falls forherpnest, the new cion 
(Gedriek) falls for an undercover 
(xip (Kensit), anti the new don’s sis, 
a Hollywood studio head, begins a 
bad nimriage with a Schwaraenog- 
ger-lype action star. Pulling out 
cveiy tnek in the (jodfathcr play- 
book. the filmmakei's off most of 
the cast with amusingly clichdd 
Mob lilts m an epic so lundly melo- 
dranuitie that it's campy fun. Like 
The La tit Dot!, this one features 
added nude scenes for video vnevv- 
ers As before, they’re perfectly 
gi-atuitous B- Mtchacf Saitk-r 


Foreign 


HAPPY TOGETHER Tony Leung Chiu- 
Wai, Leslie Cheung (loor. Kmo. un- 

mfvd. $79 95, ,snhiiflcd} Its rare 
that a film \mh the visual cool 
uf Togithcr has much emotional 
warmth under its surface, but 
Wong Kar-^^'ai*s study of a gay 
bre;ikup is Aickand jicignanL Hq|>- 
ing to restart tlieir romance, Lai 
(Leung Cliiu-Wai) anrS Ho tCTieung) 
leave Hong Kong for Argentina 
only to piul ag;un afler a misguidesi 
road tnp, Their early nin-m at a 
Uuigo bar is just the first stoji on 
the miserable juth lo Splitsvillo. 
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TO SERAPHIM, WITH LOVE Cage tarnishes his halo in City of Aageis 


Wliile the former worics odtl jobs to 
earn plane fare home, the latter 
wortes the streets, turning tncks 
Sliootuig iLmi:>ravis:itiona]ly with his 
longtime cuiematogirapher Clii'isto- 
pher Doyle, Kar-Wai {Cliunghing 
E.qnrs^) puls the gloss and grange 
of MTV—jump cuts, lund color* 
druggy slo-mo, and all—to the 
sc^mce of susUlined meditation and 
so captures the weird, familiar 
I'htllinis of a hist tango. A- —TI^ 

Kids 

BLUE’S CLUES: BLUE’S BIRTHDAY 

(199S, Fammouni, tmnited, $9 95} 
Inappropnately old fans of this 
Nickelodeon hit ltnow‘ Blnp\s Clua^ 
lo he Pee-u'ee^a Pitiijhtintiv dena- 
Luml, an unwinking lialf hour that 
w^on“t get you giggling but will iii- 
Mgorate yoiingsterti—when ai>- 
plied cxteiTially, And that's okayl 


My 2-yciU'-olds enjoy bemg just ;ls 
smart as w'ide-eyetl adult host 
Steve (Steve Bums), who collects 
liie clues to his animateti clog Blue's 
desu'es* and I cxin enjoy' Llic Thelo- 
nioiis Monk-meet-s-Seooby-Duo 
miisicality of Blue's bark. This 
birthday p:uly episode is average 
Bine My son considers it a cliff- 
hanger* Of the paw-pnnt-shajied 
cake, he iiiways complains: “I want 
to see them eat it^" B —GB 


THE BLUES BROTHERS John Belushi, 
Dan Aykroyd (19S0, Pn t reranL tot- 

mfed, $d^.9S) James Bi-own. 
jVj-etlia FninJdin, Joiui Ix?e Hooker. 
Jake and Elw ood Blues tire! still the 
heart of this overstufled. genial 
comedy. Anri since this collectors 
i^dition expands its best ]>ans with 
12 extra mimUcs of miisK aiul 


a n nj 


Enhanced FoB Podcicigel * Special Bonus Footogel 

Avallflbleio Own Septeml>er 15 th 

[jn 

\neL Ail ftkihli ^ 
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stunLs—no musical evei- had more 
ou' crashes and no c^u- crashes ever 
went further over the tojj—the 
flick feels spnghtlier TheitAj also a 
.solid Gfi-minute maldng-of docu in 
which rJirector John L.mdis uJJs a 
EWid stoi-y- of throwing out some of 
Belushfs coc^iine, getting into a fu- 
nous njw' witli the actor, anci seeing 
him stoim off the set, flag rlowm a 
ciir, and tiemand a inde to the (Jia- 
teau MannonL Oddly [jindLs think- 
the story is amusing. The movie- 
B The extras: B — MiHiart Gdtz 


‘Trek’ to the Top 

Paramount may have 
had 13 movies on the 
American Film Institute's 
ballyhooed top 100 list, 
but with Its Miltennium 
Collection, based upon 
votes by the public, the 
studio found that 15 
more films, including 
4/rp/ane/, Ftashdance. 
and Star Trek IV: The 
Voyage Home^ outrank 
AFI honorees Sunset 
Boulevard and Shane in 
people's hearts. Come 
back, Kirk_Come back! 


Also Released 

Ro:-ie O'Donnell is in a league of 
lier o^vn as a biLselxill-cappo^l nun 
wdiu helps a young boy cope witli 
lus giTindpa's death in WIDE AWAKE 
(199S, iMiratiiaj^ PG, $10d.99).^. 
Sex, bites. and videotape Sarah 
MichdJe Gelic-ir balances tlie peiils 
of high t^chool with a steady stixiam 
of bloodsuckei’s in sL\ episo<le?3 of 

BUFFY THE VAMPIRE BUYER tJDUii, 

FoXj unmfed, three volumeHj 
$14.98 raeh or $89.98 for the net} 

Cult fave THE ROCKY HORROR PIC¬ 
TURE SHOW SPECIAL EDmON (ms, 

Fox, R, $14-98) gets the rerelease 
ti‘entmont with footage of two 
tunes originally omitted Disnej 
craclcs of^en its vault again for LADY 
AND THE TRAMP (1955, Walt Dl^uc!/, 
G, $26.99), —Ska Lena Maleoni 


> > More reviews In EW Special 
Edition at www,ew.com << 



LEESHOOTS,‘HE’SCORES 

F rom its sweeping playground shots of kids playing 
hoops to Its satirical portraits of fast-talking agents and 
pimping college recruiters, HE GOT GAME (1998, Touch¬ 
stone, R, $103.99), Spike Lee's story of a high school basketball 
phenom, has big things to say about the sold-out soul of 
American sports. Yet It Is more memorable for the emotional 
scenes between future star Jesus (Ray Alien) and his estranged 
father (Denzel Washington), who’s been let out of prison to talk 
him into signing with the governor’s alma mater. Washington 
does an award-worthy turn as a tough-love dad whose volatile 
temper led to tragedy 
and alienated his son. 

Milwaukee Bucks guard 
Allen, In his acting 
debut. Is an Intense 
Innocent warily alive to 
the wonders that awalL 
Four months after Its 
opening, this still looks 
(Ike one of the year’s 
best Dims. A- — MS 
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s YOU MAY have heard, James 
Cameron’s Titanic came to 
ivldeo Sept. 1. Presaged by 
hoopla, hyped at midnight sales. It 
was the biggest retail debut even The 
tape sold an average of 501 copies per 
store for about 8 million total 
domestic purchases. Nevertheless, 
analysts doubt that Titanic will top 
The Lion King (over 30 million customers served) anytime 
soon. On the rental side, the tape fell three copies short of the 
9B rentals Air Fame One averaged In Its February debut In 
other words, T/tan/cIs surely titanic, but A/rFbrceO/ie Is still 
thisyear’s No. 1,and I/o/i remains kingofthe video world. 


TAPE IIENTALS 


iin wui 


1 — TITANIC Leonartiu CiCypna, Faraniouiit 

2 ) THE WEDDING SINGER Adam SantiltT,AV:irLi/iL^ 

3 7 U.S. MARSHALS Tummy Let 'nr?i/ r . 

4 3 THE MAN IN THE IROH MASK Leimurrio DlCapno, .UGM 

5 4 THE APOSTLE Hobm Duvall, rnirenal 

G 5 GOODWILL HUNTING Matt Damrju, 

7 13 SENSELESS Marlon Wayans./iuftp.-TisjfjTi 

3 6 THE BORROWERS John Goodman, PohfGmm . 

Q 10 HARD RAIN Chn^tian Slater. PnranirnnJ! 
lo 9 THE BIG LEBOWSKl JofTBridgei^, PohjGram , 


ttfCl in CdkII 
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TAPE SALES 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
€ 
7 

e 

D 

ID 


TITANIC LcoTuirtlo DiCaprio, PamnumiiU $22 99 ... 

BARNETS GREAT ADVENTUHEj THE MOVIE 

'IVevor Morgan, Poi^ram, $22,95 

POCAHONTAS Ik JOURNEY TO A NEW WORLD.. 

Animated, U'a/Y Dismij, $20.99 

DANCE WITH THE TELETUBBIES PBSAVarner, Sn.95 . . 
HERE COME THE TELETUBBIES PBSWanwr, SIS 95 . 

TODD McFARUME'S SPAWN 3 Animated, HBO, $19.98 
G,L JANE Demi Mocre, HollY^ivod, $19.99 ... 

AUSTIN POWERS: INTERNATIONAL MAN OF MYSTERY 

Mike Myers, New Line, SI4-98 

THE BLACK CAULDRON Animated, Ifdff S 20.99 , 

AN AMERICAN TAIL 2 PACK Animated, Vniirr^ai $82.98 


MUSIC TAPE SALES 


1 

2 

3 

4 
G 
G 
T 

a 

io 


a 
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ALL ACCESS VIDEO Back^tixet Sl J v 

SINGLE VIDEO THEORY Pearl Jam, Epir/S'on ;/, " 

THE BTENORS: PARIS IMS Atianfir. S29 98 
EXITOS EN VIDEO Mann, Wm fMthm, S1J.95 
MP DA LAST DON Mii)?ter P, .Vo Limif/Priijntif. $}9.9^ 
PREMONITION John Fngerty. Warner Rrf/risi:, Sill9s . 

GIRL POWER! LIVE IN ISTANBUL 

The i:5pia^ tVriri!», Si9 98 

SHOCKUMEHTARY Insane rinwTi Ptistie. FolyGmm, $19 
STREETS IS WATCHING Jay E. fkfJuhUFut^Gmm, $14.93 
ONE HOUROFOIRL POWER The Spice GlrLs, Sn95 
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Sites for the Ears 

From the Beastie Boys to Garbage, a new wave of Web-savvy pop-music 
artists shows that rock & roll is here to surf, by David Kushner 


VIDEO NEVER KILLED THE 

radio stars, it just helped 
them sell a lot of recoixls. The 
same seems to the case with 
the Intemet. Most bands’ “of- 
ficial" sites have been little 
more than dumping gi'ounds 
for theu' publicists’ press kits. 
But some artists are taking 
cues from the more dynamic 
unofficial fan sites; rather 
than doing HTML jirogiiim- 
ming by numbei's, they’re ap¬ 
proaching the Net as a new 
creative outlet Hei’e's a look 
at some notables from this 
phsu^e of pop-music c-volution; 

■ BEASTIE BOYS (u’iri('J)ewi(ie 
boi/u.cotn) The Beastie? have 
always been indie minded, 
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with their own label and 
sidelines in a clothing store 
and a Tibetan activist organi¬ 
zation—and now their own 
website. The mtergalaclic 
vibe online stays tine to the 
spirit of their new record, 
Hello Hast!/. Through a 
kitschy space-station inter¬ 
face, fans can search through 
an exhaustive discography 
(just when was “Brass Mon¬ 
key" released anyway?) or 
listen to regularly updated 
audio .'^nippet.^; fi'om the cur¬ 
rent tour. It’s also a good 
way to touch base with other 
I fans through message boards 
and chat. Still, the ship feels 
I a bit uninhabited; ton bad the 
Boy.s don’t (iri;p by more oT 

19 9 6 


ten to leave word for visiting 
astronauts. B+ 

■ PUBLIC ENEMY (triow.piih 

lic-(oietnij.co})i) Don’t call it a 

comeback, “This is a slow- 

building Resurrection of PE 

v’all are about to 
* ^ 

witness leading M 

from '99 into the - 
miUemiium," uiites ‘ 
Chuck D on Public 
Enemy’s website. ijW| 
Yes, iL Iia.s the req- 
uisite member bios, WjBfjj 
Terroffloitie video JjiMmm 
clips, and snapshots 
of Flavor Flav's pacemaker 
'Stopwatch. .More notably, un- 
)iio.‘ most artisi.s, (.'hiick D ac- 
Inallv uses the Wei) to com¬ 


municate v\ith fans; lie regu¬ 
larly posts dispatches (but 
doesn’t take questions) from 
this summer’s Smokin’ 
Grooves tour. “New school, 
welcome,” he recently pro¬ 
claimed. “You’ve finally 
caught up to the future.” B 

m THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS 

(mvw.fwbg roni) Quirky rock 
duo They Might Be Giants 
bring their idiosjmcratic flair 
to their homemade website. 
From tlie opening animation, 
which features John and John 
impaled on a spit, fans enter a 
seemingly endless TMBG fun 
house. It’s got gi-ainy original 
videos like “Snail Shell” plus 
an online version of Dial-a- 
Song—streaming-audio clips 
of the band’s infamous an¬ 
swering-machine recordings 
like “Rest Awhile.” There’s 
even an e-mail campaign to 
get John Flansburgh on 
Time magazine’s people of 
the centiiiy list. Wliat would 
Gandhi have said? A 

■ GARBAGE (loivie ga>'b(i(jc. 
cant) With a new album 
called Vro'sio)/ 2 0, Garbage 
must have a cool website, 

' right? Almost. For having a 
singer as brash as Shirley 
Manson, Garbage’s site plays 
it strangely safe with the 
standard blend of inter¬ 
views, album sound bites, 
j and merchandise info. It's 
I convenient to be able to ac- 
cess all the lyrics 
and old magazine 
interviews, but do 
‘Vj^H we really need 
links to interna- 
tional Sites of the 
iVV) I dislribuior, 

Ihlf I BMG’^ The pro- 

JLA^J graminers obvi- 
misly pul Uim* into 
ihe sleek navigation, now 
I hey .gist need to niako tlie 
I'ost [)f ihi.' site ^l^ -exy as ihe 
band.C B 
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HALLE’S HEROES 



A “I think when you call somebody a hero It Isa 
very big deal. I don't know what a hero Is. I don’t know If 
there are heroes. I think heroes are people that perse¬ 
vere, that survive, that make contributions to this life 
that make it better.... 1 don't think I've ever used the word 
hero because that’s putting too much pressure on a 

human being.” — IWIJ' Do Faols Fal) in Love's HALLE OEnRV on 
Entortaliiment Tonight Oiilino 

“[I have] the weirdest job you can ever imagine. You 

go to college and study to be an actress and poofl YouVe 
talking about seK on the couch.” --iov^una'B diane farr, 
on her duties as costar oi fho racy MTV advlco show, on Rijal 
Hollywood Onitno 

*'My mom’s just a freak with flowers.... Every girl In 
my family Is named after a flower! She's crazy. I’m Poppy 
Petal, [and there's] Rosy Thorn, Daisy Yellow, and Lily 
Belle, and my brother’s Jethro Tull. I think they were 
going through a hippie phase!” ^ocad Kun on Litnipus' poppy 

r.lONTGOMEnr on He;)l Hollywow' Onllno 


The “pross had painted a picture that never had 
anything to do with me but as a big, monstrous women 
[sic].... 1 kind of always made fun of It. But, I never was 
that women [sicl. You can't have four or five kids and be 
that way. You can’L I never really was, so I laughed at ft." 

— ROjEANNH un tnlcrialiimunt Tunii^hl Online 


“I would hOp8 that by now, people who arc watching do 
so for reasons other than the way I part my hair.” 

— EtiJ.iv ■'} MAT r LAULR ( n i.ifi: ' f;bSi;;.-MOn ivlth hr. look:-, on E' Online 


BASEBALL OfILiNt 


Another 

Wav To 
Count Hits 


rilDM TRADING i \R[)? Tn 

the Little Le.igiie champi¬ 
onship, baseball lui^ ahi ays 
been a part of American 
childhood Now the Major 
League Baseball Players As¬ 
sociation (hiyleagnei'N tri- 
podconi) has a website that 
brings the pla^'ers dii'ectly to 
the next generation of fiins. 
The sports site is unique be¬ 
cause It gives each player his 
own Web page to customize 
with personal stories or 
multimedia offei'ings. In ad¬ 
dition to the 700-plus Web 
pages (including home-run 
star Mark McGwire's), jilay- 
ers can communicate regu¬ 
larly with fans througli e- 
mail and chats. And why do 
the athletes take the time to 


NEW 


This week 


To the annals of Net as Virtual 
Bloomsbury add writer Joyce 
Maynard’s website, JOYCE'S 
HOME PAGE (joycemaynard. 
emX Neither self-advertisement, 
fan shrine, nor even a slick trick 
to peddle books (thotigh it should 
be noted that autographed copies 
of her memoir, At Home la the 
World (see review, page 79), are 


participiUe 
vith till.? vir- 
tual baseball 
community ' “It slims ? ihat 
we [the playei'sj are willing 
to take the next step to com¬ 
municate with the fan>. The 
younger generation of fans 
are computer kid?, and we 
svant to reach them," sav.-^ 
Brian McRae, a New York 
Jlet who frequently update') 
his online journal from 
the road. Perhaps statistic- 
crazed baseball fan? will 
soon keep records of the 
players who update their 
sites most often anti answer 
the largest number of e-mail 
me.ssages. And maybe tlie 
Dodgers will move back to 
Brookljm. —Ehsau Klof: 

but $25 and a few clicks away), 
the site has as its heart a Discus¬ 
sion Forum. “I’m embarrassed 
to say how much time I spend 
there,” notes Maynard, whose 
new book imembarrassedty details 
her brief af^ with the l(^ndary 
autJior/New Engtand recluse J.D. 
Salinger. “I recograze that people 
will want to talk about my book 
and the controversial aspects. 
But what I really wanted was to 
make available a space where 
people could express themselves 
In their peraonal storyteltlng.” 
One person who probebly won't 
be logging on and telling hli sto¬ 
ry is old J.O.—the free poppy¬ 
seed cake recipe notwltbstaod* 
ing. —hitftda MiwcA^ 


>> HotIfnktoThe Web Guide at www.ew.com < < 
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MARKETPLACE 


C L A S S I F I E_D 


A D V E R T I SING 


AUTOMOTIVE 


CARS FOR S100 

itnil .'olil lociilly. Porscho-s, BM\\ 
Clii-vv-:. Homla-, More l-ii(Kl-r) 2 : 2 - 273 l)\ 21 I >0 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


Bargain Books 

I America's biggest selection! Save up | 

to 80% on recent publishers' overstocks. . 

I Save 30% on current books and best seUeisI | 

I Movies. T\'. Music. Fiction, Biography— i 
I over 60 subject areas. FREE CATALOG. ' 
I Hamilton 5684 Oak, Fails Village, 07 06031-5005 | 


AUTHORS WANTED 

Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts 
Ficiion, non-liciion, poetry, luvenile, religious, etc New 
authors welcomed For tree 32-page illustrated guide¬ 
book TO-68. call 1-800-821-399(1 or write to 
Vantage Press, 516 W 341h SI, Hew York, HY10D01 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


EASY WORK EXCELLENT PAY! 

Assemble pi-oducts at home 
Cal] ToU Free; 1-800-167-6566, EXT 11751, 

GOOD MONEYl WEEKLYI PROCESSING MAILi Free eup- 
plic'i:' Postage* Bonuses'! Rush long SA3E Green- 
hnusfc'EW, .^17 HigliJand, Wiitafoni, Ml 4s32s-2165. 


FINANCIAL 


DEBT CONSOLIDATION 

" ON'E simple monthly payment 
“Reduce pajment?" "Eliminate Interest" 
'Avoid late charges “ "Re^stabbsh credit" 
Also available loan referral progi'ams. 

Call today to receive a FREE Debt Consultation 
^ 1-6QQ-403-S433, EXTo 600 
A 501fcj(3) Not-For-Profit Organization 

FREE MONEY] Never Repay Grants. Personal 
Needs, Medical Bills, Education, Busines.s, Debts, 
Free information package. 

GET OUT OF DEBIT Free Consultauon Debts 
Consolidated. Hanissment Calls Stopped, Pay¬ 
ments ered. Interest Reduced Non-Profit 
Agenev' Prompt Professional Service 

GSCCC: 1-BQQ*S9-3ILLS Licensed and Bonded. 


FREE CASH QRAHTS - NEVER REPAY! 

Millions available frrun foundation^ for Bus¬ 
iness. Medical, Debt C onsohdation Etiucatiom 
C:ill toll frt;e for uifonTiatiun. 


TOO MANY BILLS? 

F^^K^ Easy Debt Consolidation 
One month)} pa}mf'nl-reduee<l up to r>f)rc' 
Genus Credit Managemeni-Ncmprcjfit 

fiOO-293-6n8 (1QU) 


CONTACT LENSES_ 


SAVE UP TO 75'“ ON CONTACTS 

B4USCH LOMI'T (gOp&-\ASlOn BAOtCS+li® 

CALL IN YOUR ORDER NOW' 

CALL: 1 - 800 - 780 'LEN 5 i-boo-?ax-'iI 52 




Contact Lens^ 

DlSCOUtsTT CENTER 


FREE CARE Km 

FREE BROCHURE 


education 


SEND FOR OilR FREE CATALOG % 
listing 19,275 QUAUTV ABEARCH fAPERS OR 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-351-0222 

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE 

11311 IdchaAve., fMtlVE, Lw *Jigtl«TP(m »r.TOWTa"(t_lP_6S^ 


http://www.reseorch-assi5tan&e.coin 


financial 


OVERDUE BILLS? 1 -BOO- 780-1141 Bad credit's ok 
Licensed/Bonded since 1977 App? to $50,000 
Not a loan co Town &. Country Acceptance 


INVENTIONS WANTED 


INVENTORS - FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE 

I on our ciistomjzed new product development 
semces call Davison’ F800-6T7-G3S2. 


POETRY 



NEW POETRY CONTEST! 
$48,000.00 

in prizes awarded annually 


Undiscovan&d talont vrelcoma. 

No Qnlry fee and no purchasa requirod 


POSSIBLE PUBLICATION! 


Send ONLY ONEoriglnal poem, 20 lines or less, any 
subject, any style Ic 
The National Library of Poetry 
Suite 11544 
1 Poetry Plaza 
Owings Mills, MD 21117 
Or enter online at VAitfw.poeLry.com 

T>iiNiien*iLeiirjtfP3<fy' 


POSTERS & PHOTOS 


MOVIE PHOTOS AND POSTERS! Rush $5 for our 

fully lUustriiied brochures' Movie Star News, 
Dept EW, 13-1 West 18th St, NYC. 10011, 


PSYCHICS 


REAL PSYCHICS 


Don't be fooled by imitations Call the 

American Association of Professional Psjchics' 

Rc^iskrcd Aiih ihc U S Go^cmmcni Guanneed tiuthcnuc 



SECTION 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


TAN at HOME! 



PSYCH ICS_ 


PSYCHIC LOVE LINE 

Call for samples 1-800-988-2868 

NEW TOLL FREE 
Psychic Samples Line 

1-8S8-708-3863 

PSYCHIC SAMPLES LINE 
1-800-803-5477 

SAMPLE OUR PSYCHICS 
Try it toll free 1-888-473-9669 

NEW TOLL FREE PSYCHICS 
I 1-888-800-5844 

Adults over 18. Optional paid svc. Entertainment only. 


SAMPLE PSYCHIC ADVICE 

TRY IT NOW, FIND OUT HOW 
Adults over IS l-8CK)-207-G-175 



Sample 

Psychic Reading! 

You are )ust ontfree 
phone cal! awa\’ from 
the best psychic 
reading you ve ever 
had' 

Find 1 lur hrw’ 

1 -800- 
575-3170 

16' F.. rA---- , .T J--, -I 


- 728-7887 


Lot Our Psychics GIvo You Answers 

[■nr I I t H . Lf'^ : Ur ' i II ■ 1! ' ■ r 

] J 1 . 1' . \ ■ A ] 1 \ i ■ i t ■ i ^ ' ' J i < 
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I NSTRUCTION 


PSYCHICS 


AMERICA’S 


Astrology ‘ Clairvoyants ’ Tarot 
Numerology 

Have the life yon always 
dreamed of with amazing 
iif5tg/its from gifted psychics 


rmi 


1 - 800 - 784-9807 

CHKniT CARD On CRCCK 

1 - 900 - 454-6699 




SAMPLE MASTER PSYCHICS 
Tn It Frt-i^ 1-300-621-3790 

Special Siimple,^ Linf- Atiuhs M\r‘r I '' 


VIDEO 


Fro© Search Sorvice; ovirv Hlin u urlduirlc 
Buy*S<?l]•Trade • Rent • Broker* Anc t n »ii 2 Hi, 
daVN 1-S0O-849-7309, F.i\ 1 7Tn-227-f'^7:i 


PSYCHICS 


24 Houns. 10+- 


EMTanVAiHMiift PunpoBcm only. 
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Love Advice 

tfP C C' IP *,>' ♦ C t' # 

Doc^ ht-^ iotv ftic' 
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1 - 800 - 595-4303 
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For advertising Info-rmation, call Carctfl Harnoff 
at i2m 522-5330 or fwk 1212) 467-40BS 


LIVE PERSONAL PSYCHIC; Powi rAil InsiLdiL^ by 
( aniijr. Giltcil I'-sychic--'. 2 /iiin FREE, 


NEW! TOLL FREE PSYCHIC SAMPLES 
1-603-300-5623 
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1 - 800 - 728-7887 


When You Know 
Your Future, 

the World Belongs toYoul 

Call to find out 
how to get your 

FREE 

Sample 
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Reading. 


1 - 800 - 595-4503 
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1-888-212-7256 


WE KNOW 


Full Sail Is one of che most extraordinary 
educational experiences in the world, offering 
handS'On training In thlrLy-threq cuning- 
edge scudios, production suites and 
computer labs- Students learn on current 
gear that is used In making today's mowlos, TV 
shows. InteractWc games, CD’s, 
animations concerts. 3D graphics, and 
sound effects, The only thing more impressive 
than the facilities and equipment Is the long list 
of successes, credits and awards that 
thousands of Full Sail gmdv have earned. 

800 * 226*7625 

www.fuMsail.coni 


4 


f/AV** 

\ 


Real World Education 

school of 

Film * Video * Audio * Digital Media 
Game Design * Show Production 

3300 Uninnity llrd. Winter Parit, FL 3Z79Z 
Rrufidal aJd available to those who qualify* Job placement 

anistance. taredited if ACCSCT. 
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JK Talk Live to the 
BEST Psychics 
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Astrology ■ Clurvoyant 


Im 1 - 800 - 416-8348 
Vmi*i 1-900-370-1132 
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A TV Touchdown 


Twenty-eight years ago, Monday Night Football 
turned the NFL into prime-time entertainment, by Michael Sauter 


UNDAY FOOTBALL WIDOWS LOST ANOTHER 

day of the week when ABC’s Monday Night 
Football debuted on Sept. 21, 1970. The 
matchup that night featured Joe Namath’s 
upstait New York Jets against the tradition¬ 
al power Cleveland Browms—^but the game 
was onlv half the show. The real event was 
the telecast itself, which forever changed tlie 


way Amenea watched spoils. 

The brainchild of then NFL 
commissioner Pete Rozelle, 
who found a ready partner in 
ABC Sports head honcho 
Roone Arledge, Monday 


AT THE MOVIES, war Is raging, 
from the Pearl Harbor epic 
Tora* Toral Tara! to the anti¬ 
war black comedies Catch-22 
and Twenty-eight 

years later, cinematic war 
would be more hellish than 
ever In Steven Spielberg's 
Saving Private Ryan. IH MUSIC. 


Night Football was a ratings 
smash, proving that regular 
sports programming could 
compete in pnine time. Within 
a few years, the World Senes 
was scheduling night games, 


and the Super Bowl was lack¬ 
ing off under the lights. 

But the revolution wasn’t 
just in progi’amming; it was 
also in presentation. Cover¬ 
ing only one NFL game a 
week, ABC could pour all its 
resources into making it an 
event. The production team 
used rouglily tvice the usual 
number of cameras (nine 
instead of four or five), de¬ 
ployed handheld cameras for 
sideline action, and made the 
Goodyear blimp’s overhead 
shots an inlegi*al part of its 
coverage. “We approached 


every game as if it was the 
Super Bowl,” says NFL senior 
VP Dennis Lewiti, who was 
Monday Night Football’s in¬ 
stant-replay producer in 1970. 

Yet the most attention-get- 
ting innovation was in the 
broadcast booth, where ABC 
broke the two-man tradition 
with the threesome of Keith 
Jackson, Don Meredith, and 
Howard Cosell. A yeiu’ later, 
Frank Gifford replaced Jack- 
son between the folksily 
witty Dandy Don and the 
candidly pompous Cosell, 
whose iconocUistic comments 
won many fans—^ancl infiiiiat- 
ed others. “People watched 
because of Howai'd;' Ai'ledge 
later said. “They might’ve 
hated liim, but they watched.” 

Both Meredith and Cosell 
were gone by '84, replaced by 
a succession of not-quite- 
ready-for-praTie-tiine e.\-foot- 
ball heroes like Namath and 
O.J. Simpson In ’87, Dan 
Diei'doif joined Gifford and A1 
Michaels to form the show’s 
longest-rtiiining team, eschew¬ 
ing sliownianship luid contro- 
veray for crack game calling 
This season \rtll see Roomer 
Esiason replace Gifford (wlio 
cohosts the new pregame 
show with Chris Berman), 
and the most radical change in 
years: a ^liift in .rtaiting time 
from 9 p.m. (ET) to 8 p.m,, to 
keep Eubt Coa&t audiences 
awake until the end. Says 
MNF produce)' Ken Wolfe, 
"‘We’re liopeful that the rat¬ 
ings uill show an increase.” ■ 


the Carpenters’ (left) “Close to 
You” continues Its summer- 
long stay on the singles chart. 
The duo will have 11 more Top 10 
hits In the next five years. IN 
BOOKSTORES, Everything You 
Always Wanted to Know About 
Sex and The Sensuous Woman 
are best-sellers. In the '90s, 
the sexes are still trying to 


fathom each other with Men 
Are From Mars, Women Are 
From Venus, AND IN THE NEWS, 
President Nixon tells U.S. col¬ 
leges that they must bear 
responsibility for restoring 
“order and discipline,” The 
previous semester ended with 
National Guardsmen killing four 
students at Kent State. —MS 
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I can’t help it. Women of all 
ases look up to me. Why? I*m 6 foot 2. 

Thanks in part to milk. The calcium 
helps bones srow strong. Considering 
15% of your adult height is added when 
you’re a teenager, that's good to know. 
Especially if you want to impress, 
let’s say, an older woman. 
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